
Celebrating Pride



With  schools closed or open with reduced capacity, the power of

books to combat isolation, expand horizons and create a sense of

shared community is more important than ever. Connecting young

learners with books they will love can be a challenge but is integral

in creating life-long readers. This collection of titles, selected by

professionals, teachers and librarians alike is intended to inspire

students for their entertainment value, strong themes and

relatability. 

 

All the titles are available for loan online on BorrowBox, either via
their app or their website:

 

 
 

If you are not already a library member you can still join to use
eBooks, eAudiobooks, online magazines, newspapers, comics 

and other online resources. 
 

You can join online at: 

 

 

by emailing  

or phoning 

@Islingtonlibs

https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries
/join-islington-libraries

library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk

020 7527 6952

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/
mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330

Every June across the globe we celebrate Pride Month in

commemoration of the Stonewall Riots in New York City’s

Greenwich Village in June 1969 - a tipping point for the modern

LGBTQ rights movement. There’s never been a better time to

explore diverse gender identities and sexualities, embracing our

differences and complexities, and making sure important stories

and experiences are heard. From novels of budding romances and

struggles with gender identity to personal memoirs and essays,

along with finalists from this year’s Lambda Literary Awards. 
 

Islington’s Pride is Islington’s LGBT Archive project, funded by the

National Lottery Heritage Fund. For over three years the  council’s

Heritage Team has been working to collect, preserve and celebrate

the rich queer heritage of Islington. It has set up and developed an

important LGBT+ archive, provided education programmes and

will be launching their digital trail. For more information visit:  

https://islingtonspride.comhttps://islingtonspride.com

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330
https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries/join-islington-libraries
mailto:ibrary.informationunit@islington.gov.uk


Elio believes he has left behind his first love - but as an
affair with an older man intensifies, his thoughts turn to
the past and to Oliver.

Andrew Aciman 
Find Me eBook

The ultimate exploration of the joys and pains of being
LGBTQ+ in the West at a time when queer culture has
never been so mainstream.

Amelia Abraham 
Queer Intentions eAudiobook & eBook

The story of a sudden and powerful romance that blossoms
between an adolescent boy and a summer guest at his
parents' cliffside mansion on the Italian Riviera.

Andrew Aciman 
Call Me By Your Name eBook 

An insightful and witty novel on the search for love,
tolerance and faith.

Naomi Alderman
Disobedience  eBook

How can a mother and daughter who love (but don’t always
like) each other coexist without driving each other crazy?

Elissa Altman 
Motherland eAudiobook 

ADULT TITLES



That’s the Stonewall. The Stonewall Inn. Pay attention.
History walks through that door.

Ann Bausum 
Stonewall eAudiobook & eBook

A unique non-fiction graphic novel exploration of gender
and sexuality.

Meg-John Barker & Julia Scheele 
Queer: A Graphic History  eBook

Long ago, Andrew made a childhood wish, and kept it in a
silver box. When it finally comes true, he wishes he
hadn’t…

Louise Beech 
The Lion Tamer Who Lost eAudiobook

The true story of a nice Jewish boy who joins the Church of
Scientology, and leaves twelve years later to become the
lovely lady she is today.

Kate Bornstein 
A Queer and Pleasant Danger  eBook

The bestselling autobiography of one of the UK's most
flamboyant and charismatic stars. Guaranteed to shock,
amuse and tantalise.

Boy George 
Straight  eBook



This daring poetry collection details the normalization of
evil and its history at the intersection of the past and the
personal.

Jericho Brown 
The Tradition eBook

A collection of essays recounting the landmark events
which shaped the transgender community over the last five
decades, and their knock-on effects today.

Christine Burns
Trans Britain eBook

Molly Bolt is a young lady with a big character.

Rita Mae Brown 
Rubyfruit Jungle  eBook

A delightfully warm, witty and laugh-out-loud funny novel
about growing up in Bolton, Madonna and finding love and
deserving it.

Matt Cain 
The Madonna of Bolton eAudiobook

This memoir explores one man’s gender transition amid a
pivotal political moment in America.

P Carl 
Becoming a Man eAudiobook & eBook



eAudiobook & eBook

Drawn from the explosive diaries of Anne Lister to recreate
the life and times of one of the most fascinating figures of
the 19th century.

Anne Choma 
Gentleman Jack

An appreciation of David Bowie - artist, lyricist, performer,
icon.

Simon Critchley 
On Bowie  eBook

This memoir is a testament to love that survives despite all
odds.

Garrard Conley 
Boy Erased  eBook

A tragic story of love, family, and the dynamism of the
human spirit.

Joseph Cassara 
The House of Impossible Beauties eBook

Celebrates the fabulous current and historical influence of
drag, and its talented and inspiring performers.

Frank DeCaro 
Drag eAudiobook 



A brave, stirring portrait of a Jamaican woman who leaves
her daughter behind for a new life in America.

Nicole Dennis-Benn 
Patsy  eBook

From his time as a child in 1960s India, Siddharth Dube
knew that he was different. Reckoning with his femininity
and sexuality, and his intellect, would send him on a
lifelong journey of discovery.

Siddharth Dube 
An Indefinite Sentence  eBook

A cheerful, bumbling professor runs into more than he
bargained for when he explores a remote area and meets a
taciturn, scowling local...

Bonnie Dee & Summer Devon 
The Professor and the Smuggler eAudiobook 

eBook

Retraces the history of a modest peasant family through
the twentieth century as they develop their small plot of
land into an intensive pig farm.

Jean-Baptiste Del Amo 
Animalia

eBook

The story of a young girl and her family, at the core of an
exploration of Iranian history.

Négar Djavadi 
Disoriental



Ada was born with one foot on the other side. Having
prayed her into existence, her parents Saul and Saachi
struggle to deal with the volatile and contradictory
spirits peopling their troubled girl.

Akwaeke Emezi 
Freshwater eBook

The account of a man who responds to intolerable
physical and mental stress with love, honour and a
rigorous, unsentimental curiosity about the ways in which
we perceive ourselves and the world.

Will Eaves 
Murmur  eBook

An intersex, inter-generational epic of immigrant life in
20th century America.

Jeffrey Eugenides 
Middlesex  eBook

A love song to modern Britain and black womanhood.

Bernardine Evaristo 
Girl, Woman, Other eAudiobook & eBook

Eli argues the urgent need for queer responsibility -- that
queers anywhere are responsible for queers everywhere.

Adam Eli 
The New Queer Conscience eAudiobook



A definitive deep-dive into queer history and culture.

Tom Fitzgerald & Lorenzo Marquez 
Legendary Children eAudiobook & eBook

An udderly hilarious LGBTQ+ story of friends, family and
four-legged beasts.

Kirsty Eyre 
Cow Girl

 eBook

Fleischmann uses Felix Gonzáles-Torres’s artworks—piles of
candy, stacks of paper, puzzles—as a path through
questions of love and loss, violence and rejuvenation,
gender and sexuality.

T Fleischmann 
Time Is the Thing a Body Moves Through eBook

A story about loving, about searching – and about the
courage you need when you find the unexpected.

Joseph Fink 
Alice Isn’t Dead eAudiobook & eBook

Redefines the language of collective and individual trauma
through lyric and memory.

Camonghne Felix 
Build Yourself a Boat eAudiobook



In an atmosphere of disquiet in Bulgaria, an American
teacher navigates a life transformed by the discovery and
loss of love.

Garth Greenwell 
Cleanness  eBook

Eddie Izzard
Believe Me

A memoir of love, death and jazz chickens.

eAudiobook & eBook

This is the story of Britain’s brothers, cousins and sons.
Sometimes it is the story of their fathers and husbands.

Paul Flynn 
Good as You  eBook

Captures the true story of the gay rights movement from
the 1960s to the present, through richly detailed, stunning
interviews with the leaders, activists, and ordinary people
who witnessed the movement and made it happen.

Mason Funk 
The Book of Pride  eAudiobook

Wendell Wilson, a taxidermist, and Frank Clifton, a veteran,
meet after the Second World War. But, in this declining
textile town in a southern US state, their love holds real
danger.

Matthew Griffin
Hide C



An ancient world, a lost child, an extraordinary hunter, and
a mystery with many answers...

Marlon James 
Black Leopard, Red Wolf eAudiobook & eBook

This memoir tells the story of a young, black, gay man from
the South as he fights to carve out a place for himself,
within his family, within his country, within his own hopes,
desires, and fears.

Saeed Jones 
How We Fight For Our Lives  eBook

Tomasz Jedrowski 
Swimming in the Dark

The forbidden love between two young men on opposite
sides of the political divide in Communist Poland.

eAudiobook & eBook

Laura James 
Odd Girl Out

A powerful memoir about dealing with a diagnosis of
autism in womanhood.

eAudiobook & eBook

Kristin Lambert 
The Boy in the Red Dress

A rollicking romp of truth, lies, and troubled pasts.

eAudiobook & eBook



A novel that explores the strange and monstrous nature of
motherhood, testing the bonds of parent and child to
breaking point.

Deborah Levy 
Hot Milk  eBook

Kirsty Logan 
The Gloaming

A bewitching tale of first love, shattering grief, and the
dangerous magic that draws us home.

eAudiobook & eBook

Carmen Maria Machado 
In the Dream House

A revolutionary memoir about domestic abuse.

 eBook

This novel of transgender metamorphosis is a wild, sexy,
funny and moving story of living on the edge.

Andrea Lawlor 
Paul Takes the Form of a Mortal Girl eAudiobook 

When life knocks you down, can love pick you up?

Claire Lydon 
A Girl Called London  eAudiobook



Corinne Manning 
We Had No Rules

A defiant, beautifully realized story collection about the
messy complications of contemporary queer life.

eBook

Jaime Manrique 
Like This Afternoon Forever

Two Catholic priests fall in love amid deadly conflicts in the
Amazon between the Colombian government, insurgent
groups, and drug cartels.

 eBook

A stunning exploration of modern masculinity by the first
transgender man to box at Madison Square Garden.

Thomas Page McBee 
Amateur eAudiobook & eBook

One woman’s story of starting over at 60 in youth-
obsessed, beauty-obsessed Hollywood.

Meredith Maran 
The New Old Me  eBook

Environmental activist and hip-hop artist Xiuhtezcatl
Martinez uses his art and his activism to show that climate
change is a human issue that can't be ignored.

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez 
Imaginary Borders  eAudiobook



Sarah McBride 
Tomorrow Will Be Different

A timely and captivating memoir about gender identity set
against the backdrop of the transgender equality
movement.

eAudiobook & eBook

His name fills the streets with fear…

Liam McIlvanney
The Quaker eAudiobook & eBook

Merle Miller
On Being Different

The ground-breaking work on being homosexual in
America.

 eBook

An anthology chronicling the tumultuous fight for LGBTQ
rights in the 1960s and the activists who spearheaded it.

New York Public Library
The Stonewall Reader eAudiobook & eBook

Claire O'Dell 
A Study in Honor

Set in a near future Washington, D.C., a clever, incisive, and
fresh feminist twist on the literary icon Sherlock Holmes.

eAudiobook & eBook



This bestselling feminist author's sparkling memoir of
gender transition (among many other things).

Daniel Mallory Ortberg 
Something That May Shock and Discredit You  eBook

Ingrid Persaud 
Love After Love

A love letter to family and friendship in all its forms. It has a
West Indian heart, a Caribbean setting and a truly Trini
voice.

 eBook

A timely and necessary read, this book will helps reader to
understand the history and legacy of the LGBTQ+
movement.

Gayle E Pitman 
The Stonewall Riots  eBook

Shannon Pufahl 
On Swift Horses

Set in 1950’s America at a time when people stopped
looking west and started looking up.

eAudiobook & eBook

While young men often come out more readily, even those
from the most liberal of backgrounds still struggle to accept
themselves and experience stigma, shame and difficulties
with intimate relationships.

Walt Odets 
Out of the Shadows eAudiobook 



A rich and sweeping photographic history of the Queer
Liberation Movement.

Matthew Riemer & Leighton Brown  
We Are Everywhere  eBook

Crystal Rasmussen
Diary of a Drag Queen

Life's a drag... Why not be a queen?

eAudiobook & eBook

A novel about two college students and the strange,
unexpected connection they forge with a married couple.

Sally Rooney 
Conversations With Friends  eBook

Sappho 
Stung With Love

Poems and fragments of Sappho.

 eBook

A story about what you present vs. who you really are,
about real intimacy and manufactured intimacy and the
blurring of that line.

Alexandra Romanoff 
Look eAudiobook 



An intimate portrait of a new generation of transmasculine
individuals as they undergo gender transitions.

Arlene Stein 
Unbound  eAudiobook & eBook

Samantha Shannon 
The Priory of the Orange Tree

An epic fantasy about a world on the brink of war with
dragons – and the women who must lead the fight to save it.

 eBook

Robin Stevenson 
Pride: Celebrating Diversity & Community

There is a whole lot more to Pride than rainbow flags and
amazing outfits. How did Pride come to be? And what does
Pride mean to the people who celebrate it?

 eBook

Know your history. Shape your future.

Robin Stevenson 
Pride: The Celebration and the Struggle  eBook

Dorothy Strachey 
Olivia

When Olivia turns sixteen she is sent to a Parisian finishing
school to broaden her education. Soon after her arrival, she
finds herself falling under the spell of her beautiful and
charismatic teacher.

 eBook



Tells the inspiring true story of two very different
communities.

Tim Tate with LGSM  
Pride  eBook

Mathangi Subramanian 
A People's History of Heaven

A story about geography, history, and strength, about love
and friendship, about fighting for the people and places we
love – even if no one else knows they exist.

 eBook

Brandon Taylor 
Real Life

A novel of startling intimacy, violence, and mercy among
friends in a Midwestern university town.

 eAudiobook

Colm Toibin 
The Story of the Night

Richard Garay lives alone with his mother, hiding his
sexuality from her and from those around him. Stifled by a
job he despises, he finds himself willing to take
considerable risks.

 eAudiobook

A heart-wrenching, eye-opening, and giggle-inducing
memoir about what it's like to grow up not sure if you're (a)
a boy, (b) a girl, (c) something in between, or (d) all of the
above.

Jacob Tobia 
Sissy eAudiobook



Alia Trabucco Zerán 
The Remainder

Santiago, Chile. The city is covered in ash. Three children of
ex-militants are facing a past they can neither remember
nor forget.

 eBook

Ocean Vuong 
On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous

This novel is as much about the power of telling one's own
story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being
heard.

eAudiobook & eBook

A vital collection of essays by LGBT writers exploring
sexuality, faith and religion.

Various Authors 
The Book of Queer Prophets eAudiobook 

Poet, artist, and LGBTQIA+ rights activist Alok Vaid-
Menon deconstructs, demystifies, and reimagines the
gender binary.

Alok Vaid-Menon 
Beyond the Gender Binary eAudiobook

A collection of insightful interviews, documentaries and
comedy that celebrates LGBTQ+ in Britain.

Various Authors 
Gay Britannia eAudiobook



The unlikely friendship between two teens from opposite
sides of the culture wars in rural Tennessee.

Julia Watts 
Quiver  eBook

Bryan Washington 
Lot

Stories of a young man finding his place among family and
community in Houston.

 eBook

Hanya Yanagihara 
A Little Life

An immensely powerful and heart-breaking novel of
brotherly love and the limits of human endurance.

 eBook



Becky Albertalli & Adam Silvera 

What If It's Us

Meet Arthur and Ben. When they have a chance meeting at

the post office, they leave wondering what exactly the

universe does have in store for them.

 eBook

The compelling account of a teenager who learns to accept

himself for who he is.

Lee Bantle 

David Inside Out  eAudiobook

Jaye Robin Brown 

The Meaning of Birds

A beautiful exploration of first love and first loss.

 eBook

Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is -

and what he's looking for.

Becky Albertalli 

Simon vs Homo Sapiens Agenda eAudiobook & eBook

Becky Albertalli 

Leah on the Offbeat

The only child of a single mum, Leah’s life is less privileged

than her friends. Her mum knows she's bisexual, but Leah

hasn't mustered the courage to tell her friends.

eAudiobook & eBook

YOUNG ADULT TITLES



When Liza Winthrop first lays eyes on Annie Kenyon at the

Metropolitan Museum of Art, she knows there’s something

special between them.

Nancy Garden 

Annie on My Mind  eBook

Akwaeke Emezi 

Pet

How do you save the world from monsters if no one will

admit they exist?

 eBook

K A Holt

Redwood and Ponytail

This novel in verse about two girls discovering their feelings

for each other is a universal story of finding a way to be

comfortable in your own skin.

 eBook

A magic-infused YA novel about friendship, first love, and

feeling out of place.

Andrew Eliopulos

The Fascinators  eAudiobook & eBook

Emelia Danforth

The Miseducation of Cameron Past

When Cameron Post’s parents die suddenly in a car crash,

her shocking first thought is relief. Relief they’ll never know

that, hours earlier, she had been kissing a girl.

eAudiobook & eBook



Darius doesn't think he'll ever be enough, in America or in

Iran.

Adib Khorram

Darius the Great is Not Okay eAudiobook & eBook

Rahul Kanakia

We Are Totally Normal

Nandan’s perfect plan for junior year goes awry after he

hooks up with a guy for the first time.

eAudiobook & eBook

A story about two teens falling in love over a summer that

throws everything possible to keep them apart.

Bill Konigsberg

The Music of What Happens eAudiobook 

Rik Isensee 

We're Not Alone

A young adult novel that follows Mike and Susie through

their adventures coming out in a suburban high school.

 eBook

A romcom about two teen girls with rival henna businesses.

Adiba Jaigirdar

The Henna Wars  eAudiobook



A young bisexual British Lord who embarks on an

unforgettable Grand Tour of Europe with his best

friend/secret crush stars.

Mackenzie Lee

The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue

eAudiobook & eBook

David Leviathan

Boy Meets Boy

Heartbreak can happen to anyone. Falling in love changes

everything.

 eBook

Saundra Mitchell

All the Things We Do in the Dark

Secrets leave scars. But when the secret in question is not

your own—do you ignore the truth and walk away?

eAudiobook & eBook

Christina Lauren 

Autoboyography

A coming-of-age novel about two boys who fall in love in a

writing class—one from a progressive family and the other

from a conservative religious community.

eAudiobook & eBook

At the Medio School for Girls, distinguished young women

are trained for one of two roles in their polarized society.

Tehlor Kay Mejia

We Set the Dark on Fire  eAudiobook



An extraordinary tale of survival and female friendship.

Rory Power

Wilder Girls  eBook

A startling and tender novel about how to let yourself love

and set yourself free.

Sally Nicholls

Things a Bright Girl Can Do eAudiobook & eBook

Patrick Ness 

Release

A startling and tender novel about how to let yourself love

and set yourself free.

 eBook

Julia Murphy 

Ramona Blue

Ramona was only five years old when Hurricane Katrina

changed her life forever. Since then, it’s been Ramona and

her family against the world.

 eBook

Brings to life the vibrant histories of fifty pioneering

LGBTQ+ people from around the world.

Sarah Prager

Rainbow Revolutionaries eAudiobook 



In the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for

sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto to find happiness.

Adam Silvera  

More Happy Than Not  eBook

I haven’t always been Amanda. When I was born, I was

named Andrew. Now, at my new school, I finally feel like

myself.

Meredith Russo

If I Was Your Girl  eBook

Adam Silvera

History is All You Left Me

OCD-afflicted seventeen-year-old, Griffin, has just lost his

first love – his best friend, ex-boyfriend and the boy he

believed to be his ultimate life partner – in a drowning

accident.

 eBook

Phil Stamper

The Gravity of Us

Two teens find love when their lives are uprooted for their

parents' involvement in a NASA mission to Mars.

eAudiobook & eBook

L C Rosen 

Jack of Hearts (and Other Parts)

Meet Jack Rothman. He's seventeen and loves partying,

makeup and boys - sometimes all at the same time.

eAudiobook & eBook



David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think

he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak.

Lisa Williamson

The Art of Being Normal  eBook

Various Authors

How Beautiful the Ordinary

Poised between the past and the future are the stories of

now.

 eBook

Lucy Sutcliffe

Girl       Girl

In 2010, at seventeen, Lucy Sutcliffe began an online

friendship with Kaelyn, from Michigan.

eBook

Me? I’m Jude – like the Patron Saint of lost causes. Him?

He’s Novo. Like nothing on earth. Literally.

Jenny Valentine

Hello Now  eAudiobook

Lucy Sutcliffe Girl Heart Girl
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