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Since Tudor times Clerkenwell also had a

& o
g B The Clerkenwell
tation for low-life, gaming and its red LY s . .
ight district, and in the 19th century B> 4 Historic Trail

notorious slums developed, N
which were later cleared.

Clerkenwell iies
on the east side of the
River Fleet valley, just
north of the ancient
City of London. It takes
its name from the

Discover the urban village
where London's rich past

Today, modern Clerkenwell is

Clerks' Well, where medieval parish clerks from home to an increasing and present mingle
the City came to enact mystery plays. number of interesting places

Populated since the Roman times, the character to eat and drink and has a

of its modern streets and lanes is formed by its vital night life. There are

medieval monastic histary. specialist shops as well as

other thriving businesses and

To the south was the Priory of the Knights of . ) SHAE
a growing residential

St John and north of the Green was the
nunnery of 5t Mary. When Henry VIII closed
them down, their precincts became town =
houses far the aristocracy, and were later used
by artisans and craftsmen, mainly watch, clock,
and jewellery makers.

community.

If you would like to
find out more
about the history of
Clerkenwell, a
booklet can be
purchased at many
of the sites along

o g :

London's first piped water supply was brought
into the area in the 17th century by Sir Hugh
Myddelton and brewing and distilling

developed as major industries, becasue of the the trail.

area's fine water. In the 18th century, pleasure i

gardens and spas abounded here, but it was |

also a centre for criminal justice and prisons,

and for radical politics and protest.
The literary tradition that The establishment of the trail has been
started with Shakespeare, supported by the City Fringe Partnership
whose plays were rehearsed cITy with a grant from the Single

A Regeneration Budget.

4 The trail is one of a number of
+ projects across the northern

edge of the City of London

which promote and expand the

Y cultural industries.

1+ This is a part of a wider

and licensed at St John's,
and continued with

Dr Johnson, Dickens and
others, also found expression
in the printing industry, for

=z

so long central to regeneration strategy that will
Clerkenwell life. PARTNEASHLIF  cregte employment, support the
NGTON local community, and harness the

continued... 1SLE Hﬂoczﬁ__. potential of business in the area.
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