ISLINGTON

Tree Service Inspection Preliminary Report

Park View estate mulberry tree

Location: Park View Estate, Islington
Date of inspection: 16 February
Tree Seq Number: 1

Species: Mulberry (Morus nigra)

Brief:

This summary of the tree service inspection has been requested by Islington Housing New Build
Team to provide a public record of the tree inspection undertaken by the Tree Service on the
mulberry tree at Park View Estate, Islington. To confirm this is not based on a full arboricultural
survey.

Summary

The mulberry tree on Park View Estate has a raised profile due to the level of public interest
and objection to its removal to facilitate a council development. A Council tree officer undertook
a visual inspection of the Mulberry on the 16% February 2021 and noted the fungal fruiting body
emanating from the trunk of the tree.

Fig.1 Mulberry tree location identified in red in the plan above.




Inspection

The Mulberry tree is located in the open lawn at the entrance to Park View Estate on Collins
Road. The trees approximate dimensions are provided within Appendix 1. Information captured
on the Ezytreev database.

The officer did not carry out a full tree inspection in line with a standard risk assessment (Visual
Tree Assessment) but while carry out a visual inspection, noticed a fungal fruiting bracket on its
trunk. The fungi was identified and the details were updated onto the council tree database.

The tree was found to have Ganoderma fungal fruiting bodies on the stem. This fungus is
known to cause a progressive heartwood decay for which there is no treatment.

The internal decay and subsequent impact on the trees vitality does mean that its lifespan is
significantly reduced. Ultimately, the decay will cause the tree to become structurally unsound
and fail (fall over).

Fig.2 The Ganoderma is the amorphous white blob in the centre of the photo

While the mulberry tree may survive for a number of years with this type of decay, its health
and form will decline over its remaining life.

Due to its location, the risk associated with the tree falling is low, it's extremely unlikely to hit or
damage anything. At this stage, notwithstanding the planning permission for removal, the tree
would normally be retained and monitored. The tree service don’t remove trees at the first
signs of decay or defect, we monitor and remove when the risk of failure outweighs the
amenity and benefits provided.




The decay is not the reason the tree is being removed, the removal is to facilitate the approved
development but the Ganoderma does have an impact upon the future management of the tree
and the options being considered to mitigate the impact of the development.

Recommendations

A dying and declining tree of this size is not normally considered to be a constraint to
development. Rather than designing a building to accommodate a tree with a reduced life
expectancy, it is better long term tree and landscape management to remove and replace it
with more trees, which will grow to have increased amenity and environmental benefits.

The transplanting of the tree to a new location, was being considered, however the fungal
decay and lowered vitality mean that the chances of successfully transplanting (moving) the
tree are reduced considerably. The funds used for trying to transplant would be better used for
re-planting.

Andrew Bedford
Head of Greenspace & Leisure

11t March 2021




Appendix
1. Information captured on the Ezytreev database

Tree/Inspection Details (14500) >
Type | |Single tree Location lawn Copy [~ Felled |~ Replante
Code: |[l145l]0 Tag: Paste [~ Pioposed |~ Hide
site | [Park View Seq. |1 AL
Type: |Estate Locn | [Highbury East Rte:
SF'El?i\‘-‘s| |Morus nigra (Mulberry; Black) Prev | Repl I Click to create
Plotted: |Plotted on $7495 Mo Of Stems Stock Type
OsRef | [532420185974 |1 faf4] Planted
[~ TPO -
Owner | |Housing - Islington Site Value I [£14.383 [~ Bat/sfc [~ ATRD
[~ Al.Cycl [~ ChkMNot r
Add Attachments | AddNotes | GroupInfo | Mtce Regimes | [~ TMP [ ReMist [ Inspect
Status: |Last tree visit.. Visited: [16/02/2021 at 1200 by [PR for |Standard Inspection
Height 6.0 %e’Med |metres Site Features FP,GE.MG.OVWC
Spread 8.0 %%[G-Q |metres Tree Condition PDOOB,TROOT,TROOE, TRODB
DEH 42 | 2204160 cm Recommendations | |None recorded..
Age =1=440-60 years Tree Works Mone recorded..
Priority Na action required
Add Comments |
Area Upper Strest Value | 114,383
Condition | |Fair Visit history
Access MNormal Tree work history
C Functio | [60% Risk Factor: |RiskOfHam | Tree Enguiries
SULE | [10-20 (60%) Category | | Tree Report
Inspect | _mend | Delete | Frev | Nedt | Rednspectin [36[2] months  Newt tree inspection: [02/2024 ok_|
! Condition Codes ..(F10to select from li.. X
Condition code  Exit
@/ D] 0]=| Bl@
Condition Code
Fungus - Ganoderma
TROOT | Trunk - Forked
Trunk - Decay on Stem
| | TRO08| Trunk - Fungal Fiiting Bady
4] | 3
[Table: Instattr_d (3183090/280884¢

Interpretation of data captured:

The tree is in fair condition

The tree has a crown function of 60%.

Ganoderma heartwood decay fungus has been found on the stem.

There are no works attached to the tree.

No recommendations for tree management were made at this stage.

The tree has a predicted safe useful life expectancy (SULE) of 10 -20 years. Far shorter
than a healthy tree of this species.




2. Photographs of the Mulberry and Ganoderma
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The Ganoderma is the amorphous white blob in the centre of the photo




Fig.3




