
Appendix 3: Responses to issues raised – 
Spring 2024 consultation  

Introduction 
1.1. Table 1 below provides responses to the main issues raised by 

respondents to the consultation on draft final proposals for The Cally 

Liveable Neighbourhood project, held between 19 February and 17 March 

2024. It also notes where the proposals have been adjusted in response to 

feedback received to maximise the benefits of the project and explains 

mitigations to concerns that some respondents raised. 

 

1.2. A full description of the project designs, including adjustments made in 

response to issues raised in the spring 2024 public consultation, can be 

found in Appendix 1. 

 



Table 1: Response to issues raised in public consultation 

Issue raised Response to issue raised 

Proposal 1: Blundell Street walking and cycling route 

 

The proposed Blundell 
Street walking and cycling 
route is not the optimal 
east-west route through 
the area and will not be 
used. Brewery Road or 
Market Road would have 
been better alternatives. 

The proposed camera-enforced traffic filter on Blundell Street will facilitate improvements for walking, 
wheeling and cycling by reducing the volume of traffic using this road, making it safer for people making 
east-west journeys whilst maintaining appropriate access for local businesses and emergency vehicles. It 
will complement the recent school street improvements at Robert Blair Primary School, making it even 
safer for pupils and their families.  

A number of alternative alignments were investigated by the council at feasibility stage. Brewery Road 
was found to be unsuitable due to the more densely industrial nature of this road and the operations of the 
British Transport Police and London Ambulance Service who both have facilities here. Market Road, 
which is wide and has ample space for all road users, is a main road boundary of the Liveable 
Neighbourhood and not suitable for filtering.  

On balance, Blundell Street, which is already used by people walking, wheeling and cycling, was 
considered the most suitable route to meet the objectives of creating a safer east-west link. 

Islington Council is currently developing plans for a network of cycleways across the borough. Details of 
these can be viewed here.  

The junction of York Way 

and Blundell Street needs 

to be made safer with 

consideration given to the 

We have been working with local businesses to understand their needs as part of the consultation 
process. Based on their feedback, we have taken the following steps: 

• Undertaken an independent road safety review, which confirmed that the proposed traffic filter will 
have a minimal impact on safety in the area due to the general reduction of traffic along this route.  

• The filter will be introduced as a trial through an experimental traffic order and monitored so any 
impacts of the scheme can be understood and the scheme changed where necessary.  
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industrial traffic using this 

route. 
• Early warning signage was added to the scheme designs: these will be displayed on the wider road 

network and on the approach to either side of the traffic filter to ensure that drivers are aware of the 
changes.  

• The final scheme has been designed with consideration to existing trees to ensure they do not 
obscure signage. 

If the traffic filter is 
introduced, traffic will be 
displaced onto other 
nearby roads such as 
Brewery Road and Market 
Road. 

A key objective of Liveable Neighbourhoods is to reduce the overall number of trips made by motor 
vehicle. The scheme aims to encourage those who do not need to drive to choose a different way to travel 
for more of their journeys, especially for short trips, and to incentivise people to choose to walk, wheel, 
cycle and take public transport where possible. On this route, traffic filtering will mean that these forms of 
transport become more convenient than driving. The other project measures also contribute to this 
objective by providing safer and more convenient facilities for people to walk, wheel and cycle more 
journeys and to use public transport. This is expected to lead to some car trips being replaced by walking, 
wheeling, cycling or public transport, rather than all car traffic currently driving through the project area 
being simply displaced to the main roads around the area. 

Monitoring of other areas where traffic filtering has been introduced has found that changes in traffic 
volumes on main roads are, on average, negligible (as noted in the January 2023 Executive report on 
People-friendly streets). Independent London-wide research by the University of Westminster has also 
found that such “schemes are only marginally associated with change in traffic volume on boundary 
roads”. However, a study conducted by Imperial College London, using Islington data, suggested traffic 
restriction measures are having a beneficial impact on internal and main road boundaries of liveable 
neighbourhoods. If required and informed by monitoring data, the council will work with Transport for 
London (TfL) to identify schemes to improve local air quality in adversely impacted areas. As changes in 
traffic volumes on main roads can vary, in order to understand the impact of this scheme, the traffic filter at 
Blundell St will be introduced as an experimental trial and monitored to understand any impacts on traffic 
on streets within and around the area, to inform a decision on whether to make the scheme permanent, 
amend or remove it by the end of the trial period.  

The council carried out monitoring of the traffic at this site in October/November 2022 and again while 
Blundell Road was closed during July 2023 for works by Thames Water. The data showed that the 
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number of vehicles on the main roads around The Cally LN reduced during this period. Traffic will be 
monitored here once the filter has been implemented as a trial. 

Introducing a traffic filter 
on Blundell Street could 
severely disrupt the school 
run, where many parents 
drive their children to 
school.  

A key objective of Liveable Neighbourhoods is to reduce the overall number of trips made by motor 
vehicle. The scheme aims to encourage those who do not need to drive to choose a different way to travel 
for more of their journeys, especially for short trips, and to incentivise people to choose to walk, wheel, 
cycle and take public transport where possible. On this route, traffic filtering will mean that these forms of 
transport become more convenient than driving. The other project measures also contribute to this 
objective by providing safer and more convenient facilities for people to walk, wheel and cycle more 
journeys and to access public transport. This is expected to lead to some car trips being replaced by 
walking, wheeling, cycling or public transport, rather than all car traffic currently driving through the project 
area being simply displaced to the main roads around the area. 

Islington Council works with TfL and the Transport for Life programme to support schools to increase 
active travel, reduce car use and tackle pollution on the school run. Data shows that 80% of school-aged 
children in Islington travel less than a mile to school (Source) and that children’s physical and mental 
health are improved by walking to their school. In addition, children arrive ready to learn and have 
improved road safety and social skills (Living Streets). 

For those that rely on cars to make this journey, Blue Badge holders who live within the project area, can 
apply for an exemption permit that will permit them to drive through the camera-operated traffic filter in the 
scheme area in their nominated vehicle, which can either be their own vehicle or belong to someone else 
(such as a carer or family member).  

The council’s Individual Exemption policy allows eligible permit holders to drive through designated 
camera enforced traffic filters in Islington low traffic and liveable neighbourhoods (but not School Streets). 
Under the policy, the council will consider applications for exemptions for individuals for whom longer 
journeys by vehicle would result in severe adverse physical or psychological health impacts.  

The London Taxicard Scheme offers subsidised travel in licenced taxis and private hire vehicles to London 
residents with significantly impaired mobility or sight. This could offset some of the increase in costs that 
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may result from longer routes required to reach addresses or destinations under the traffic filtering 
scheme.   

Traffic restrictions have a 
negative impact on 
emergency service 
response times and lead to 
higher levels of traffic and 
congestion. 

During the engagement periods, the Emergency Services were engaged at three stages: 

• Officers engaged with the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), London Fire Brigade (LFB) and 

London Ambulance Service (LAS) regarding proposed designs for The Cally LN between July and 

August 2023, via email.  

• The Emergency Services were also consulted in the in the public consultation in February – March 

2024.  

• Following the consultation, officers engaged these services again in July - August 2024 and no 

issues were raised. 

There is a need for public service vehicles responding to emergencies to be able to access the area safely 

and expeditiously. Evidence from previous schemes in the borough has shown that there has been no 

significant impact on emergency service times to date. The Cally LN is similarly expected to have no 

significant detrimental impact on emergency vehicle response times. 

On Blundell Street, the traffic filter will be introduced as an experimental trial and be monitored to 
understand what impact it has on traffic on streets within and around the area, to inform a decision on 
whether to make the scheme permanent, amend or remove it by the end of the trial period. This filter will 
be camera-enforced and emergency vehicles will be able to pass through it.  

Introducing a traffic filter 
on Blundell Steet would 
redirect more vehicles to 
the residential part of the 

The Council undertook traffic monitoring in October/November 2022, and this showed that there were on 
average more than two thousand vehicles using this route each day. Some of these vehicles may also be 
entering and exiting Blundell Street via Sutterton Street and Frederica Street.  
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Blundell Street (the 
eastern side). 

Once the camera enforced filter is installed, we expect that drivers will soon become used to the new 
layout and see behaviour change over time with a reduction of through traffic and only necessary traffic 
entering the road. To support this, we will notify TfL of the changes who in turn will update the different 
satellite navigation systems. Additionally, advance signage will be installed on the wider road network as 
well as on the approach to either side of the traffic filter to ensure that drivers are aware of the changes.  

The traffic filter will be introduced as an experimental trial and be monitored to understand what impact it 
has on traffic on streets within and around the area, to inform a decision on whether to make the scheme 
permanent, amend or remove it by the end of the trial period. 

In addition, the proposals to narrow the entrance to Frederica Street, along with the proposed traffic filter 
on Blundell Street, is expected to reduce the size and number of vehicles using this and Sutterton Street 
as a cut-through thus making the area safer for the people who live here.  

The introduction of a filter 
would lengthen car 
journeys. 

It is acknowledged that traffic filtering at Blundell Street may lead to longer motor vehicle journeys for 
some people driving around the restriction. All addresses within the project area that have motor vehicle 
access prior to the scheme being implemented will still have motor vehicle access after the scheme is 
implemented, which allows people drive to and from their homes and access all shops and services in 
their area by car if necessary. For some drivers, their route will need to change once the traffic filter has 
been introduced. 

The measure is designed to encourage those who do not need to drive to choose a different way to travel, 
especially for short trips. It is also designed to discourage through traffic. The council acknowledges that 
some people rely on motor vehicles for their mobility, including some older and disabled people, and that 
the scheme may cause inconvenience and other negative impacts depending on people’s routes and 
destinations. The Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA), included in Appendix 4, assesses the balance of 
this scheme’s expected positive and negative impacts on people with protected characteristics. 
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Blue Badge holders who live within the project area, can apply for an exemption permit that will permit 
them to drive through the camera-operated traffic filter in the scheme area in their nominated vehicle, 
which can either be their own vehicle or belong to someone else (such as a carer or family member).  

The council’s Individual exemption policy allows eligible permit holders to drive through designated 
camera enforced traffic filters in Islington low traffic and liveable neighbourhoods (but not school streets). 
Under the policy, the council will consider applications for exemptions for individuals for whom longer 
journeys by vehicle would result in severe adverse physical or psychological health impacts.  

The London Taxicard Scheme offers subsidised travel in licenced taxis and private hire vehicles to London 
residents with significantly impaired mobility or sight. This could offset some of the increase in costs that 
may result from longer routes required to reach addresses or destinations under the traffic filtering 
scheme.  Islington Council have considered how much further vehicles may have to drive if the filter is 
implemented. At the maximum it is an additional 745 metres, which would take on average, an extra 3 
minutes.  

Request to create a 

protected cycle crossing at 

the junction of on 

Caledonian Road and 

Frederica 

Street/Wheelwright Street 

to improve access to this 

walking and cycling route.  

Improving the junction of Wheelwright Street and Caledonian Road is complex as there is no pavement on 
the northern side of Wheelwright Street. The changes to the entrance of Frederica Street, combined with 
the traffic filter on Blundell Street, are likely to result in reduced traffic and make cycling, walking and 
wheeling in The Cally safer.  

Proposal 2: Greening Frederica Street  

Request that the greening 
scheme here will be 

As part of the council’s commitment to make the borough greener and healthier, and to tackle the impact 
of climate change, the Islington Together Delivery Plan 2024-2026 details our mission to plant 600 trees a 
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maintained once 
implemented. 

year and create 1.5 additional hectares of green space by 2030. The council is   developing a new climate 
action plan that will include climate adaptation and resilience measures. 

All the greening schemes in The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood will have a maintenance plan in place to 
ensure that they are cared for to the same high standard as other green spaces across the borough.  

In addition, throughout the design process the following are being considered:  

• Designing drought tolerant planting schemes, including herbaceous perennials that require minimal 
watering when established.  

• Reducing the amount of hard surfacing in parks and on streets so that water can drain naturally into 
the ground. 

• Retaining soil moisture by increasing the use of mulch and by relaxing mowing regimes to create 
long-grass areas.  

• Increasing use of ground cover planting to reduce weeds and water loss and create habitats for 
wildlife.  

• Increasing use of organic mulch to increase soil fertility, improve soil structure, increase soil fauna 
and increase water retention.  

• Protecting wildlife and biodiversity with the Parks Habitat Action Plan. 

Suggestion that Frederica 
Street should be closed at 
the junction, with a 
continuous pavement 
installed and all parking 
removed. 

The proposal for Frederica Street includes low-level planting and rain gardens, pavement widening, 

a new continuous crossing and additional on-street cycle parking. Some parking has been removed 

to allow for the relocation of a cycle hangar, pavement widening and greening. 

 

During the feasibility stage options for this area were explored, including the filtering of Frederica 

Street itself. Blundell Street was considered the most suitable location due to the proximity to the 
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school and as an established route for people walking, wheeling and cycling. Once the filter is 

installed traffic volumes on Frederica Street are expected to decrease as the number of vehicles 

using this route as a cut-through is likely to reduce with the introduction of the filter.  

 

To support people crossing Frederica Street, including the elderly, those with disabilities and people 

with pushchairs and children, the new continuous crossing will include tactile paving, will be raised 

from roadway level to pavement level and be a shorter crossing distance, all in contrast with the 

current road layout. The narrower junction entrance should slow down traffic as it approaches and 

deter larger, more dangerous vehicles from entering unnecessarily.  

This proposal does not 
address the mobility needs 
of disabled and/or elderly 
people. 

A liveable neighbourhood is designed to bring communities together, improve air quality, and make the 
area greener, healthier, and easier to walk around, cycle, scoot, and use buggies and wheelchairs in. 
During our engagement we met with local people at groups attended by older and disabled people and 
listened to their feedback, requests and concerns. 

The scheme at Frederica Street has been designed with accessibility as a key consideration: disabled and 
elderly people will benefit from the wider pavements, narrowing of the carriageway to reduce the crossing 
distance and continuous pavement to reinforce the priority for people crossing. 

In addition, across The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood, further improvements will be made to support those 
with mobility needs including:  

• Pavement accessibility improvements on multiple streets around the project area, repairing and 
improving pavements to be smoother and more accessible, removing trip hazards, supporting 
people who use walking aids, wheelchairs and mobility scooters to travel more independently. 

• New pedestrian spaces including at York Way Gardens and Story Street. 

• Reduced traffic volumes and speeds on local streets, creating a safer environment with 

reduced risk of physical injury and encouraging people to travel by walking, wheeling and 

cycling, and leading to further health benefits from more active lifestyles. 



Issue raised Response to issue raised 

Request to improve the 
surface of the redundant 
vehicle entrance at Doyles 
Tavern and offer the 
opportunity to create an 
outdoor seating area for 
the business here.   

The council has reviewed this suggestion and agrees that the council-owned historic and now redundant 
entrance road at the back of Doyles Taven is in a poor state. It is also used for unauthorised parking, 
making the pavement more difficult to access for people who are walking and wheeling at Frederica 
Street. Based on this feedback, the council will review the designs and continue the scheme across this 
section, reinstating the kerb and improving the pavement surface. Cars will no longer be able to park here.  

If applicable, and if the scheme allows it, the business here may apply for licencing for outdoor seating.   

Concerns about the 
removal of resident 
parking spaces. 

As part of the improvements to Frederica Street, two parking spaces will be removed to allow for the 
relocation of a cycle hangar, pavement widening and greening.  

Local people with a resident parking permit can park one vehicle they own: 

• In any resident permit holder bay or any resident shared-use bay (no other bays) in the controlled 
parking zone (CPZ) they are registered for. 

• During both restricted and unrestricted hours, including on Emirates Stadium match days. 

People with disabilities and mobility needs who qualify for a Blue Badge can park for free for as long as 
needed with a Blue Badge on display in: 

• resident permit holder bays 

• shared-use permit holder bays 

• disabled badge holder bays (except those marked as a dedicated bay which are reserved for a 
specific disabled permit holder); and 

• short-stay bays, 

In addition, some Blue Badge holders can apply for a dedicated parking bay near their home or workplace. 
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People can apply if: 

• they are a Blue Badge holder 

• there is no parking that is a reasonable distance to their home or workplace 

• They can't walk more than 20 metres - they may need to take a medical assessment to prove this 

• they get the higher rate component of the Disability Living Allowance for life 

Liveable neighbourhoods are a key aspect of the Islington Transport Strategy 2020 – 2041. In order to 
meet the commitments of the strategy, the Council will reduce the volume of trips made by motor vehicles 
in Islington by: 

• Restricting through traffic on local streets through the implementation the borough-wide People 
Friendly Streets programme. 

• Developing and implementing a parking pricing strategy that will encourage alternatives to car 
ownership and car use and support the increased take up of less polluting vehicles. 

• Investigating the phasing out of resident and business parking permits for diesel and petrol vehicles 
by 2030. 

• Ensuring that new developments reduce the need to travel and are car-free, with due consideration 
of the parking needs of people with disabilities.  

Proposal 3: Local walking and cycling link 

Concerns that the area 
from Rufford Street to York 
Way does not prioritise 
people walking and 
wheeling, is dominated by 

Improving streets for walking and wheeling is a primary aim of the LN and this package of measures is 
designed to make moving across the area safer and easier to encourage more people to use this local 
route. With increased use by active modes of travel here, it is expected that drivers will become more 
aware of other road users which in turn will balance how road space is used and make the are feel safer 
and more welcoming. 
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cars and has poor 
pavement conditions.  

The council’s proposed improvements for walking, wheeling and cycling from York Way, around 

Bingfield Park to Caledonian Road will include a new cycle ramp at Lyon Street, upgrading the 

existing infrastructure with wayfinding signage and improvements to the pavements and 

streetlighting. These measures will make the area more pedestrian friendly and safer for people 

walking, wheeling and cycling here. 

Request for segregated 
cycle lane in this location.    

The local walking and cycling route that will take people from York Way, around Bingfield Park and across 
to Caledonian Road will be an ‘informal’ route with improvements to the road surface, lighting and new 
wayfinding. Unfortunately, due to the size and nature of the roads along this route, there is not enough 
space to create segregated cycle lanes. Additionally, some of these roads already benefit from historic 
filters such as Rufford Street and Gifford Street and the roads around the Bemerton Estate do not have 
large volumes of traffic using them. We hope that the improvements we are proposing along with a new 
ramp at Lyon Street will facilitate safer walking and cycling here and encourage more people to use these 
routes for active travel. 

Proposal 4: New green corridor  

Concerns that parking 
removal suggested will 
mean that visitors to local 
shops and residents will 
not be able to find parking 
locally. 

To deliver the changes to Story Street five resident permit holder parking spaces will be removed. 
Vehicles are currently not permitted to enter Tilloch Street and Freeling Street with the exception of pedal 
cycles. Parking is therefore prohibited, and the changes here will ensure that unlawful parking cannot take 
place. As part of Proposal 3, four resident permit holder parking spaces will be removed from Lyon Street 
to facilitate the construction of a cycling ramp. All of the spaces that will be removed are resident permit 
parking spaces so only those with permits for CPZ S would be able to use these spaces when visiting 
local shops.  

This area is well served by public transport. Visitors to businesses and homes above shops may use the 
Caledonian Road and Barnsbury Overground Station or a number of bus services (17, 91, 153, 259, 274 
and N91) with stops close to the greening corridor projects. 
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Local people with a resident parking permit can park one vehicle they own: 

• in any resident permit holder bay or any resident shared-use bay (no other bays) in 
the controlled parking zone (CPZ) that they are registered for 

• during both restricted and unrestricted hours, including on Emirates Stadium match days 

People with disabilities and mobility needs who qualify for a Blue Badge, can park for free for as long as 
needed with a Blue Badge on display in: 

• resident permit holder bays 

• shared-use permit holder bays 

• disabled badge holder bays (except those marked as a dedicated bay which are reserved for a 
specific disabled permit holder) 

• short-stay bays 

In addition, some blue badge holders can apply for a dedicated parking bay near their home or workplace. 

People can apply if: 

• they are a Blue Badge holder 

• there is no parking that is a reasonable distance to their home or workplace 

• they can't walk more than 20 metres - they may need to take a medical assessment to prove this 

• they get the higher rate component of the Disability Living Allowance for life 
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Liveable neighbourhoods are a key aspect of the Islington Transport Strategy 2020 – 2041. In order to 
meet the commitments of the strategy, the Council will reduce the volume of trips made by motor vehicles 
in Islington by: 

• Restricting through traffic on local streets through the implementation of a borough wide 
programme of People Friendly Streets. 

• Developing and implementing a parking pricing strategy that will encourage alternatives to car 
ownership and car use and support the increased take up of less polluting vehicles. 

• Investigating the phasing out of resident and business parking permits for diesel and petrol 
vehicles by 2030. 

• Ensuring that new developments reduce the need to travel and are car-free, with due 
consideration of the parking needs of people with disabilities.  

At the time of writing this report, there are available parking spaces in the Bemerton Estate. Anyone, 
including non-residents of Islington, can apply for an estate parking space with priority being given to blue 
badge holders Estate parking | Islington Council. 

Vehicles making deliveries can continue to use the loading bay between Freeling Street and Story Street 
on Caledonian Road or the pay-by-phone parking spaces on either side of the road. Visitors to local 
businesses can also continue to use the pay-by-phone parking spaces on either side of Caledonian Road.  

Proposal 5: Improvements to the approaches to Bingfield Park 

Request to change the 
entrance gates and colour 
of the blue asphalt in 
Bingfield Park.  

At this stage, there are no plans to change the entrances to the park. These were previously installed to 
prevent criminal and anti-social activity and have been successful in reducing unwanted behaviour here.  

Designs for changes to Bingfield Park were shared during a public consultation that took place in Spring 
2022. Following this, the park has recently undergone substantial improvements including new trees, new 
play facilities, a fitness area and improved ball courts. The details of the proposed blue surface treatment 
were shared during the consultation period.  
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Request to replace the 
existing park boundary 
fencing with hedging.    

This package has been designed with a focus on improving the approaches to the park, which are on the 
public highway outside of the park itself. Bingfield Park has recently been improved and the fencing 
retained as part of a separate project. The current fencing is in place to keep this space safe for its users 
and prevent mopeds or motorbikes accessing the park and engaging in criminal and anti-social activity. 
Replacing the existing fences with hedges would not offer the same protection. 

Request for a raised 
crossing at the junction of 
Freeling Street and 
Pembroke Street. 

The council explored options for a raised crossing from the Bemerton Estate entrance on Pembroke Street 
across to Freeling Street and the park entrance. Unfortunately, the pavements here do not align to safely 
enable this, but we are taking some steps to support people walking and wheeling here by:  

• narrowing the carriageway on Freeling Street to create a shorter crossing distance 

• levelling the pavement at the entrance to the Bemerton Estate to make this more accessible for 
people travelling between here and Bingfield Park 

• adding seating for people to sit and rest 
 

Concerns that funding 
could be better spent 
bringing greening to other 
areas in The Cally, such 
as in front of the Lewis 
Carroll Children's Library, 
near Copenhagen School 
or on Caledonian Road. 

In addition to improving the park approaches, we are making routes across the liveable neighbourhood 
more accessible for all people. The new green corridor on the streets to the west of Caledonian Road will 
create stronger links to Bingfield Park, onto York Way and into Kings Cross and beyond. Feedback that 
was received during engagement stated that these spaces were unwelcome, dangerous and untidy and 
by improving lighting, adding wayfinding and creating more pedestrian-friendly spaces it is hoped that 
people will feel safer walking, wheeling and cycling here. The improved entrances will complement the 
works that have recently been completed to improve the facilities within Bingfield Park.  

As the space outside Lewis Carroll Children’s Library is privately owned, changes or improvements at this 
location cannot be made by the council as part of The Cally LN.  

Vittoria Primary School (previously Copenhagen Primary School) is located on Treaty Street which has 
narrow pavements and was not identified as an area that would benefit from more greening. However, as 
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part of the improvements to the pavements on Caledonian Road opportunities to add greening here will be 
explored.  

Concerns that it is difficult 
for residents to find 
parking spaces near their 
homes already and further 
removal will make this 
worse. 

A key objective of Liveable Neighbourhoods is to reduce the overall number of trips made by motor 
vehicle. The proposals for the park approaches at Freeling Street (West, off Pembroke Street) and the 
junction of Rufford Street and Gifford Street does not involve any parking removal. In Randell’s Road, all 
parking will be removed.  

The council recognises that some people with disabilities and mobility issues need to use a motor vehicle. 
Those who qualify for a Blue Badge, can park for free for as long as needed with a Blue Badge on 
display in: 

• resident permit holder bays 

• shared-use permit holder bays 

• disabled badge holder bays (except those marked as a dedicated bay which are reserved for a 
specific disabled permit holder) 

• short-stay bays. 

In addition, some blue badge holders can apply for a dedicated parking bay near their home or workplace. 

At the time of writing this report, there are available parking spaces in the Bemerton Estate. Anyone, 
including non-residents of Islington, can apply for an estate parking space with priority being given to blue 
badge holders. More information can be found here: Estate parking | Islington Council. 

Proposal 8: Improvements to York Way Gardens 
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Concerns that the loss of 
parking will negatively 
impact businesses here. 

An objective of liveable neighbourhood schemes is to deliver improvements that support local economic 
activity and growth, particularly supporting small businesses. Maintaining shops and services within 
Islington contributes to the sustainability of local communities and the local economy, making them 
available to all within a short travel distance, and reducing the number and lengths of trips undertaken by 
motor vehicle. TfL has published evidence showing how increased walking and cycling and reduced motor 
traffic benefits local business. Once the liveable neighbourhood schemes are implemented, access to all 
business addresses by motor vehicle will be maintained, but people driving to some of these addresses 
may need to take a different route than before. 

During our engagement, removing the parking at this site was supported by the majority of those 
consulted (see appendix 2). This area is well served by public transport and with the recent addition of 
new improved cycle lanes along York Way, will benefit from improved cycle parking for people cycling to 
access the businesses here too.  

We have engaged with business owners here, some of whom expressed concerns about parking their 
own vehicles. We will continue to work with them to help them find alternative parking or other transport 
methods, if needed. We hope that changing road space to public space will encourage more visitors to 
stop and stay here and that the businesses will benefit from increased custom, in addition to exploring 
opportunities for additional outdoor seating that the expanded public space presents.  

In addition, we will install a dedicated loading bay to the south of the space that will be accessible from 
York Way for business use only. 

Concerns that the scheme 
will result in vehicles 
reversing from York Way 
Gardens onto 
Copenhagen Street. 

There will be no vehicular access to York Way Gardens from Copenhagen Street: the pavement will 
continue over the junction with a kerb to prevent access and the existing road space will be public space. 
Signage will also notify vehicles that they can no longer turn here. Vehicles that are making deliveries to 
the businesses at York Way Gardens will enter and exit from York Way only. There will be a new loading 
bay created and a turning point for vehicles to safely manoeuvre back out onto York Way. By removing 
traffic that uses this small road as a cut-through we hope to improve safety for people accessing the 
businesses here.  
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Concerns about journey 
times and traffic around 
the Kings Cross area. 

The council’s proposals at York Way Gardens are unlikely to have a direct impact on any traffic issues on 
the wider road network. York Way Gardens has been used as a cut-through for vehicles trying to avoid the 
traffic lights at the junction of Copenhagen Street and York Way, generally travelling at higher speeds than 
is suitable for this local shopping parade. This increases danger for people who are walking or wheeling 
here. 

General suggestions  

A request to add a mural 
with artwork and 
wayfinding to Kings Cross.  

We want public spaces to be more visually interesting and public art can foster a sense of community and 
celebrate Islington's unique character. Public art should reflect the diversity of our people and our history. 
When public art is being developed, our residents should be involved in advising on what art they might 
want and maybe have the opportunity to participate in creating it. 

We do not have any specific plans for art works as part The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood but have 
proposed some artistic elements in our schemes that will draw on the rich heritage of the area. The 
council has proposed improvements to wayfinding along the new walking and cycling routes. We will 
consider including signage that directs people to Kings Cross as a key local transport hub. 

Request to add Santander 
cycle hire docking stations 
to the area. 

The council is not responsible for installing Santander bike hire docking stations, but this request has been 
shared with TfL who run the scheme.  

There are a number of dockless electric bike (e-bike) hire companies that operate in Islington:  

• Lime 

• Forest 



Issue raised Response to issue raised 

• OurBike: You can hire an electric cargo bike by the minute from our community scheme OurBike. 
It's an easy way to efficiently transport your loads at an affordable price, and better for the 
environment.  

In addition, Islington Council has recently introduced parking bays for hire bikes as a trial and is aiming to 
establish a borough-wide network of designated parking spaces to make it easier for people to use this 
environmentally friendly, healthy transport, whilst also ensuring that streets remain welcoming and 
accessible.  
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