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Appendix 1: The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood
scheme map and proposals

1. Overview

1.1. To help achieve a greener, healthier, more equal Islington, the council is committed
to creating a borough-wide network of liveable neighbourhoods (LNs). LNs will help
bring people together by creating more welcoming community spaces that everyone
can enjoy using. The key aims of LNs are to help reduce the health risks associated
with air pollution; to support local people to walk, cycle, wheel and use public
transport more, as part of a shift away from car use and ownership; to create a
greener, healthier borough that is more biodiverse and resilient to the impacts of
climate change; to support local people’s health and wellbeing; and help boost local
businesses.

1.2. The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood project includes a series of improvements to
streets and public spaces in the Caledonian Ward.

1.3. The following map shows the locations of these planned measures:
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Figure 1: Map showing The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood proposed measures



Between 19 February and 17 March 2024, the council consulted on final draft
proposals for the project, developed through a phased three-stage engagement
programme. The proposals that were consulted on are available to view on the
project webpage: The Cally Liveable Neighbourhood public consultation | Let's Talk

Islington

The project comprises a series of component schemes:

e Improvements to the pavements on Caledonian Road, between Bridgeman
Road and Richmond Avenue. Improvements include repair works and de-
cluttering, in addition to the replacement and relocation of existing street
furniture to make it easier for people walking, wheeling and using pushchairs.

e The delivery of a new green corridor of pocket parks and new greening
measures at three locations (Tilloch Street; Freeling Street (East); Story
Street) to create safer and more inviting local streets and places that are
climate resilient. Tilloch Street will be transformed into an ‘outdoor room’ with a
pergola for local people and businesses to enjoy, with the kerb at Caledonian
Road reinstated to ensure that people feel safe using the space. Freeling
Street will be transformed into a public space with greening and physical
elements that encourage play, and it will remain closed to vehicles. Story
Street will build on the commercial history of the area with the creation of
additional trading plots for new street traders and with changes that will
support the experience of customers to enjoy the space, with the street
permanently closed to traffic. Access for emergency vehicles to Tilloch Street,
Freeling Street and Story Street will change, with access possible only from
Carnoustie Drive and/or Caledonian Road.

¢ Improvements to create a safer and greener environment at Frederica Street
including; low-level planting and rain gardens, pavement widening and on-
street cycle parking. In addition there will be a continuous footway without any
change in design, or breaks, that give the visual impression of priority to
pedestrians.

e Walking, wheeling and cycling improvements between York Way and
Caledonian Road, including a new cycle ramp at Lyon Street, upgrading the
existing corridor with wayfinding signage and improvements to the pavements
and streetlighting to enhance this informal walking, wheeling and cycling route.

¢ Improvements to the approaches to Bingfield Park at three locations (Randell’s
Road; Rufford Street and Gifford Street; Freeling Street (West)) to extend the
benefits of the park beyond its entrances and make it more welcoming and


https://www.letstalk.islington.gov.uk/the-cally-liveable-neighbourhood

pleasant for local people. Improvements include a new cycle path around the
park, new planting beds and trees, upgraded lighting, new cycle parking, wider
pavements and playful elements.

¢ Installation of a traffic filter, implemented as a trial, at Blundell Street to build
on the benefits of the existing main road school street project at Robert Blair
Primary School, supporting the street’s role as a walking, cycling and wheeling
link and to reduce traffic in the scheme area whilst still maintaining appropriate
access for local businesses and emergency vehicles.

e Public space improvements at York Way Gardens, including the removal of
the vehicle entrance from Copenhagen Street, removal of clutter and
redundant street furniture and removal of all parking bays. The green space
will be improved with newly designed planting beds and new seating,
additional cycle parking, improved lighting and a new designated loading bay
with access from York Way only. The changes will also provide a wider
pavement space that businesses may wish to apply to use for additional
outdoor trading.

1.6. The following sections describe in detail each component scheme (information on
improvements to pavements is set out above), and list key changes that have been
made to designs as a result of engagement and consultation.
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Green corridor of pocket parks at Tilloch Street,
Freeling Street and Story Street

To create safer, friendlier and more inviting local streets and spaces across The
Cally, it is proposed to introduce a green corridor of pocket parks and greening
measures will be delivered at Tilloch Street, Freeling Street (East) and Story Street to
transform these spaces into streets that are vibrant, welcoming and climate resilient.
This scheme was referred to as Proposal 4 during the co-design and consultation
stages.

Tilloch Street will be transformed into an ‘outdoor room’ for visitors and local people
to stop and rest. There will be a pergola for local people and businesses to enjoy,
with new seating, greenery and cycle parking stands installed. The existing dropped
kerb at Caledonian Road will be reinstated to prevent vehicles from accessing this
area and ensure that people feel safe using the space.

Freeling Street (East) will be a green public space interspersed with playful elements
and new seating for local people to enjoy, with new planting beds, rain gardens and
new trees to help make the street more climate resilient by improving drainage and
water retention. The street will be connected with the neighbouring community
buildings, residential and green spaces with clearer signage. New cycle stands will
be installed, and Freeling Street will remain closed to vehicles.

Story Street will be permanently closed to traffic and all parking will be removed to
allow for additional trading spaces, building on the commercial history of the area.
New greening and planting beds will be introduced with seating and new cycle stands
enabling more local people to walk, wheel and stop and stay here.

Following feedback from the council’s internal reviews, the proposed design for
Freeling Street (East) has been amended to remove the crossover outside 287
Caledonian Road to enable a safer and better-quality greening scheme that is in line
with the existing TMO which prohibits vehicular access into Freeling Street except for
emergency vehicles.

Subsequent to the public consultation, officers engaged with the Metropolitan Police
Service (MPS), London Fire Brigade (LFB) and London Ambulance Service (LAS)
regarding the proposed designs for Freeling Street (East). There is currently a row of
bollards on Carnoustie Drive, north of Freeling Street where one bollard is removable
to enable access for emergency services. There is also a row of bollards at the
junction of Carnoustie Drive and Freeling Street where one of the removable bollards
has been removed, which presents a safety risk as vehicles are unexpectedly using
this gap in the bollards to access the street unlawfully. Under the new plans, the
existing row of bollards on Carnoustie Drive, north of Freeling Street will be removed
and instead new fixed bollards will be installed further north on Carnoustie Drive. It is
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also proposed to remove the bollards at the junction of Freeling Street and
Carnoustie Drive and instead install new fixed bollards on Carnoustie Drive, south of
the junction with Freeling Street. The council made changes to the designs for
Freeling Street (East) following comments from the London Fire Brigade, including
the removal of three parking spaces along Carnoustie Drive to enable large aerial
appliance vehicles to access and egress the area. The above measures will form part
of the TMO for this package.

Under this scheme, eight parking spaces comprising four permit holder spaces and
four resident parking spaces will be removed.

Greening Frederica Street

To build on the benefits of the green space at Frederica Street, it is proposed to
make the area safer and more accessible by improving the road layout and
introducing additional planting. This scheme was referred to as Proposal 2 during the
co-design and consultation stages.

The scheme includes pavement buildouts to calm traffic, with additional on-street
cycle parking to support demand in this area. The wider pavements will narrow the
carriageway and reduce crossing distances, improving pedestrian amenity.

The scheme also includes a new continuous crossing at the junction of Caledonian
Road to make it easier and safer for people to cross the street by making the priority
for people crossing junctions clearer to drivers.

The scheme will also introduce new, low-level planting and rain gardens to support
climate resilience.

Following feedback received as part of the public consultation, the council-owned
historic and now redundant entrance road at the back of the Doyles Taven pub will
be reinstated as pavement so vehicles will no longer be able to park here. Covering
the existing cobbles will provide a more accessible level pavement, making it easier
for people to walk and wheel at Frederica Street while also providing space for
additional cycle parking stands.

To enable this scheme two existing parking spaces are expected to be removed,
comprising of two permit holder bays. The scheme also makes minor adjustments to
the existing position of a cycle hanger in Frederica Street.

Walking, wheeling and cycling improvements

between York Way and Caledonian Road
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To deliver better walking, wheeling and cycling connections between York Way and
Caledonian Road, several measures will be delivered here to support walking,
wheeling and cycling to help local people move through the area more easily. This
scheme was referred to as Proposal 3 during the co-design and consultation stages.

This scheme includes a new cycle ramp on Lyon Street, retaining the existing ramp
and steps.

The existing informal walking, wheeling and cycling route via Randell’s Road in the
west to Lyon Street in the east, around Bingfield Park will be improved to encourage
more people to use the route. The infrastructure will be upgraded with wayfinding
signage, in addition to improvements to the pavements and street lighting. These
measures will make the area more pedestrian friendly and safer for people walking,
wheeling and cycling here.

To enable this scheme Lyon Street would be closed to vehicles. One business permit
parking space and three resident parking spaces will be removed under this scheme.

Improvements to the approaches to Bingfield Park

To build on the recent improvements to Bingfield Park, the approaches to the park (at
Randell’s Road, Rufford Street and Gifford Street and Freeling Street (West)) will be
transformed to make them more welcoming by introducing new greening and other
improvements to extend the reach of the park into the wider area and encourage
more people to use it. This scheme was referred to as Proposal 5 during the co-
design and consultation stages.

The scheme includes substantial improvements to the park approach at Randell’s
Road with new planting beds and trees to support drainage, together with a new
pedestrian crossing, new cycle parking, and playful elements.

The scheme includes a new cycle path at the junction of Rufford Street and Gifford
Street as part of the local walking, wheeling and cycling route (proposal 3 during the
public consultation) together with new planting beds and trees to extend elements of
the park into the street and create a more pleasant place for people walking or
wheeling along this route or visiting the park. The existing mature trees will remain,
new cycle parking would be installed, and street lighting upgraded.

The scheme includes creating wider, greener pavements at Freeing Street (West) to
make it safer for people walking and wheeling. This entrance to the park leads into
the new children’s playground. New rain gardens with climate resilient trees and
plants will be added on both sides of Freeling Street (West) together with new
seating and cycle stands.
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To enable this scheme seven existing parking spaces will be removed, comprising
two resident parking spaces and five pay by phone spaces.

Blundell Street traffic filter trial

Building on the successful School Street project at Robert Blair Primary School, to
support the street’s role as a key local walking, cycling and wheeling link, a camera
enforced traffic filter will be implemented as a trial within the School Street zone. This
is expected to reduce the volume of through-traffic here and make the street quieter
and calmer, with cleaner air. It will also enable children and local people to feel safe
and confident to walk, wheel and cycle more local journeys, including to Robert Blair
School, whilst still maintaining appropriate access for local businesses and
emergency services. This scheme was referred to as Proposal 1 during the co-
design and consultation stages.

The scheme comprises a camera-enforced traffic filter where access to Blundell
Street will still be possible from both Caledonian Road and York Way. The eastern
access to Blundell Street from Caledonian Road and the western access to Blundell
Street from York Way via Brandon Street will be signed with a motor vehicle
prohibition. Access, including for motorised traffic, will be maintained to all residential
and other properties, albeit access routes for motorised traffic (except for emergency
service vehicles and Blue Badge holders who will live in the project area) may
change, which may cause inconvenience to some residents. Advance warning
signage will be displayed across the wider area on the approach to either side of the
traffic filter to notify motorists of the restriction to minimise the number of vehicles that
arrive at the filter point and have to undertake turns to leave the area.

Following engagement with local stakeholders, as noted in paragraph 8.14 of the
report to which this document is appended, this camera enforced traffic filter will be
introduced as a trial and monitored to understand any impacts on businesses and
emergency services’ journeys.

To facilitate the safe turning of business vehicles and avoid pedestrian conflicts at the
Blundell Street and Brandon Street junction, two pay-by-phone bays parking spaces
will be removed, together with the and the relocation of two disabled parking bays to
a location 12 meters away.

Improvements to York Way Gardens

With its position next to King’'s Cross, York Way Gardens is a busy commercial area
that will be transformed into a more pleasant and welcoming local public space
where people can sit and enjoy the area. This scheme was referred to as Proposal 8
during the co-design and consultation stages.
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The scheme comprises improvements to the green space, with newly designed beds
to allow easier access for people visiting including those with pushchairs,
wheelchairs or with mobility aids in addition to maintenance of the five large
established trees to allow more light into the space.

The scheme includes new seating, new bins, playful elements and improved lighting
in addition to new cycle parking to support those using the new cycle route along
York Way.

The scheme includes the removal of clutter such as the phone box and other
redundant street furniture to create a more attractive, lighter and brighter space in
front of the businesses here.

The scheme includes the removal of a vehicle entrance from Copenhagen Street and
making this space part of the pavement, with access to a new loading bay from York
Way only. This will address the issue of this parade being used as a short-cut by
motorists avoiding the traffic lights at Copenhagen Street and York Way.

Under this scheme, 11 permit holder / pay by phone parking spaces will be removed.
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