
 

 

Equalities Impact Assessment: 

Full Assessment 
 

Before completing this form you should have completed an Equalities 
Screening Tool and had sign off from your Head of Service and the 
Fairness and Equality Team.  

 

This Equality Impact Assessment should be completed where the 
Screening Tool identifies a potentially negative impact on one or more 
specific groups but it can also be used to highlight positive impacts.  

 

Summary of proposal 

Name of proposal  
Decision on Phase 3 of School 
Streets programme acceleration 

Reference number (if applicable) 
 

Service Area 
Climate Change and Transport 

Date assessment completed 
08 August 2022 

 

Before completing the EQIA please read the guidance and FAQs. For further help 
and advice please contact equalities@islington.gov.uk.  
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Age 

Positive and Negative 
Positive 

An increase in walking and cycling benefits 
children in terms of reducing childhood 
obesity. The reduction of road danger will 
also reduce the likelihood of collisions 
involving children, which is currently the 
greatest cause of non-natural death in 
England for children aged between aged 5 
to 14. 

The Fair Futures Commission found that 
some of the barriers to children and young 
people travelling independently revolved 
around concerns for personal safety. 
Reduced road danger should facilitate 
independent travel for children and young 
people, which is crucial to healthy child 
development.   

Older people, who have higher instance of 
disabling conditions such as mobility 
impairment, deafness or blindness will 
benefit from reduced traffic and road 
danger because of the lower volumes of 
motor vehicles traveling through the area. 
In addition, older people are also more 
likely to live with dementia and will benefit 
from reduced noise pollution.  

The School Streets will particularly benefit 
those older or younger residents with less 

Negative 

The restrictions apply to private hire 
vehicles and we would advise 
residents to arrange their pick-ups 
outside of the restricted zones if they 
need to arrange a journey during the 
restricted hours. Individual 
assessments are carried out for the 
vulnerable or mobility impaired who 
need to use these services. Whenever 
specific taxi or private hire vehicles are 
used on regular basis, we will consider 
the exemption on case by case basis. 

The scheme exemption policy will 
allow GP practice on Highbury New 
Park staff to be exempted if they 
require vehicular access to the site. 
Exemptions will also be provided to 
disabled drivers who own a blue 
badge, if they require access to the 
area during restriction times. In 
addition, all vehicles already parked 
within the zone prior to the start of the 
school street closure will be permitted 
to stay in the parking bay and leave 
the zone without being penalised. 
School Street at Highbury Quadrant 
Primary will operate for 60 minutes at 
morning and afternoon times, Monday 
to Friday, term times only. As this is a 
time limited closure of the road for 
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balance who may want to choose adapted 
cycles away from traffic.   

Air pollution from motor vehicles has a 
significant impact on younger people who 
are closer to the exhaust level and who 
have lungs that are still developing, a 
growing body of research demonstrates 
that this impact can result in significant 
health complications later in life impacting 
on their life expectancy and quality of life.  

Older and younger people will benefit from 
safer crossings in particular because they 
can take longer to cross the road than the 
average aged person. 

Negative 

Older people may rely on private cars, 
private vehicles for hire or taxis more for 
their local trips and may be inconvenienced 
by longer journeys. This can also impact 
access to the GP practice located on 
Highbury New Park. 

Older and young people could be 
disproportionately disadvantaged by any 
increase in people cycling and potential 
increased risk of conflict between people 
walking and cycling. 

motor vehicles, the council considers 
that existing exemption policy will be 
sufficient and the scheme will not have 
substantial negative impacts on the 
GP surgery or its visitors. 

The conflict between pedestrian and 
cyclists is mitigated by the fact that no 
shared use areas are created by the 
School Streets zones. 

 

Disability  Positive and Negative 
Positive Positive 
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(include 
carers) 

Pedestrian enhancements could be of 
particular benefit to people with a disability 
in terms navigating an urban environment, 
including but not limited to those using 
walking aids, wheelchair or mobility 
scooter.   

In residential areas, those with cognitive 
disabilities could benefit from reduced 
levels of noise pollution, supported by the 
neighbourhood walking and cycling 
improvements and the removal of through-
traffic. 

Research has shown that one of the main 
reasons that disabled people do not cycle 
more is due to inaccessible infrastructure, 
even though 75% of disabled cyclists report 
that they find cycling easier than walking. 
The School Streets will greatly improve 
conditions for disabled cyclists by reducing 
road danger during the hours of operation 
without the need for further traffic calming 
measures.   

In this way, providing better conditions for 
cycling can empower more disabled people 
to cycle, particularly those with less balance 
who may want to choose adapted cycles 
away from traffic. 

 

Negative 

Exemptions for Blue Badge holders 
without an on-street parking permit will 
be granted if the person is required to 
enter a School Street zone to access 
their destination. Applicants will be 
required to provide evidence of their 
Blue Badge. 

 

Negative 

The London Taxicard Scheme offers 
subsidised travel in licenced taxis and 
private hire vehicles to London 
residents with serious mobility 
impairments or who are severely sight 
impaired. This could offset some of the 
increase in costs resulting from slightly 
longer routes as a result of the School 
Streets restrictions.  
The existing exemptions for some Blue 
Badge holders partly mitigates this 
identified impact on shorter journeys 
for some disabled people.  
 
Similarly, accessible community 
transport such as buses, Plus Bus or 
Dial a Ride have exemptions to access 
School Streets during hours of 
operation. Other school transports that 
provide services to disabled pupils can 
be considered for exemptions. 
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Gender and 
gender 
reassignment 
(male, female, 
or non-binary) 

Neutral-Positive and 

Negative 

 

Positive 

Women - who are more likely than men to 
be moving through public space with baby 
prams, and expectant mothers and mothers 
with young children - may also particularly 
benefit from improved walking and cycling 
conditions and reduced traffic levels.   

In London, women are less represented 
than men in cycling, and lack of cycle 
infrastructure disproportionally impacts 
women, attributable in part to a more risk 
averse attitude to mixing with traffic. 
Reduced traffic during the school run will 
therefore benefit and empower more 
women to cycle. 

Negative 

Although all people living with in the School 
Streets zone with parking permits will be 
automatically exempt from the scheme, 
pregnant women and those with young 
children may rely on private cars, private 
vehicles for hire, or taxis more for their local 
trips and so may be inconvenienced by 
longer journeys.  Longer journeys may also 
involve higher costs and impact on their 
weekly spend which may influence adverse 
psychological health. The School Street 
restrictions might impact women with 
childcare duties who drive to School, 

 Negative 

Parents currently driving to school will 
need to either switch to active travel or 
park outside the School Street zone to 
walk to School. Any person with 
mobility impairments currently driving 
would need to demonstrate they are 
Blue Badge holders to be considered 
for an exemption. 
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Maternity or 

pregnancy 

Positive and Negative 
Positive 

Reduced volumes of traffic and speeds will 
create a less stressful environment, 
supporting a healthy pregnancy.  

Parents and carers with prams will benefit 
from a better walking environment and 
reduced traffic flows when crossing roads 
near to schools.  

Parents who use cycles or cargo bikes for 
family mobility will benefit from lower 
volumes of traffic. The School Street road 
closures should encourage more parents 
and carers to cycle. It is also anticipated 
that increased safety for people cycling will 
empower parents to use cargo bikes if they 
don’t currently. 

Negative 

Although all people living with in the School 
Streets zone with parking permits will be 
automatically exempt from the scheme, 
pregnant women and those with young 
children may rely on private cars, private 
vehicles for hire, or taxis more for their local 
trips and so may be inconvenienced by 
longer journeys.  Longer journeys may also 
involve higher costs and impact on their 
weekly spend which may influence adverse 
psychological health. The School Street 
restrictions might impact women with 

Positive 
 
The council can promote walking and 
cycling through its Active Travel 
programme.  

• by providing free cycle skills 
sessions to adults and children;  

• through the STARS programme 
which works with schools to enable 
healthier school travel;  

• by working with TfL and private 
companies to provide cycle hire;  

• through Try Before You Bike, an 
affordable bike purchase scheme 
for adult bikes, child bikes and 
cargo bikes, including an option for 
businesses;  

• to purchase e-cargo bikes at a 
discount.  
 

Negative 

Parents currently driving to school will 
need to either switch to active travel or 
park outside the School Street zone to 
walk to School. Any person with 
mobility impairments currently driving 
would need to demonstrate they are 
Blue Badge holders to be considered 
for an exemption. 
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Other Age 

(e.g. elderly) 

(e.g. people 
living in 

poverty, looked 
after children, 
people who are 

homeless or 
refugees) 

Positive and Negative 
Positive 

Car ownership is generally correlated to 
household income in London. Therefore, 
less affluent household are less likely to 
own a car – and be reliant on walking, 
cycling and public transport. The School 
Street programme aims to benefit anyone 
travelling to school by active or sustainable 
means. 

The greater connectivity via new cycle and 
walking routes should support social 
distancing whilst providing better healthy 
access to employment. 

Negative 

Purchasing and maintaining a cycle is 
significantly less expensive than the 
comparable costs for motor vehicles, and 
can be cheaper than public transport fares. 

Nonetheless, people with less disposable 
income may be less able to own a cycle 
than those with more disposable income. 
This in turn would mean they would not 
have equal access to taking advantage of 
the School Street Programme.  

Lower income households are more likely 
to use public transport and more specifically 
buses, which could be impacted by the 
displacement of traffic to main 
roads.  Should any traffic displacement 

Positive 

The council can promote walking and 
cycling through its Active Travel 
programme.  

• by providing free cycle skills 
sessions to adults and children;  

• through the STARS programme 
which works with schools to enable 
healthier school travel;  

• by working with TfL and private 
companies to provide cycle hire;  

• through Try Before You Bike, an 
affordable bike purchase scheme 
for adult bikes, child bikes and 
cargo bikes, including an option for 
businesses  

• to purchase e-cargo bikes at a 
discount.  

 

Negative 

The council has a robust and 
comprehensive monitoring strategy to 
gather data on the displacement 
impacts on main roads including air 
quality data were possible. This data 
will be one of the factors to be 
considered carefully and introduction 
mitigating measures will be considered 
where needed. 
 
































