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Prison and the
Suffragettes

In the early 1900s,
women who wanted equal
rights with men began a
high-profile campaign to
demand ‘suffrage’: the
right to vote.

Many of these
Suffragettes were jailed in
Holloway Prison for taking

militant action in their
fight for the vote and the
prison became the scene
of the first Suffragette
hunger strikes.

This exhibition examines — S Sals
our local links to the campaign GBS

Suffragettes released from Holloway Prison in August 1908 after

fOr VOtes fOr women. serving six-week sentences for disturbing the peace. Hundreds of

well-wishers greeted the women. Photo: Mary Evans Picture Library.




The start of

militant action

The Suffragettes were members of
organisations such as the Women'’s Social and
Political Union (WSPU) and Women'’s Freedom
_eague. The name ‘Suffragettes’ was coined
oy the Daily Mail but adopted by the women
themselves.
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The Suffragette campaigns began with public
demonstrations but became increasingly

militant. In particular, WSPU members, led by w procession towards ‘Womeris Sunday’,
-mmeline Pankhurst, began new tactics such as To iop i dy 1908. Photo: Museum of London.
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Nothing but militant action
is left to us now”

Anti-Suffragette reaction

ne Suffragettes attracted great controversy,

including opposition from ‘anti-suffrage’ Emmeline Pethick
groups. They were also criticised by other Lawrence

women'’s suffrage campaigners who preferred

peaceful methods of protest.

Suffragette arrested while demanding to see
the king at Buckingham Palace in 1914.

However, the WSPU had a substantial number !
Advertisement for the Photo: The Women'’s Library, London
of members and support from some Members WSPU newspaper Metropolitan University.

Votes for Women, c1907.
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Hunger strikes ,
in Holloway \ \‘1

The campaign escalated further when n September, prison doctors began
Suffragettes in Holloway Prison began hunger  force-feeding women who refused to
strikes in July 19009. eat. This was a violent and painful procedure,
using a tube fed through the nose or throat. 2" DIVISION CELL
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Rights onto a wall of the House of Commons.  strike at Holloway, one Suffragette prisoner rofonay Frsen 135
She demanded to be treated as a politica threw herself over a staircase to try to force
prisoner rather than a criminal. the authorities to end the situation. e

By Lady Constance Lytton and

- : ' _ ST PN YV = Jane W , Spinst
Other Suffragettes in Holloway began hunger T g A . oAl L Ranel Sartoon Npm; er "
g f - . Suffr ’ prison S— ' A < >
St €S d TEW days ‘ate a’]d mOSt WETE cell azge::iefsc‘)r&,ss?caged Senior members of the WPSU, c1910, P
for a WSPU exhibition Il of whom went on hunger strike.
e eased Wlthln days ln response tO thelr ”Ho"owa became a Iace ir?1209. Pheoto: Tiz I?roc:n Ief:: LadilC:nstancgeeL;ttone, PR I S ONERS
y p Women'’s Library, London Annie Kenney, Emmeline Pethick _ i
complaints, MPs and the Home Secretary Metropolton Unversity.  Lawrence, histabel Pankburst and M R o i ity
visited the prison in August and conditions of horror and torment... Sylvia Pankhurst. Photo: Mary Evans e o
hearte sacnrifices are well known,
were improved. sickening scenes of violence
X i g tetn of “Eagiul as wp¥el o
o - took place almost ever S f f t S, Mol
Suffragettes were still jailed as criminals, P Yy lmlmmra, e e e
nowever, and more hunger strikes followed in hour of the day as doctors B s T BTI Bownd i puple with WSPU. e
_|OHOWay a’]C O-:her priSOnS. Went from CEII tO Cell” LONDON : WiILLEIAM HEINEMANN.

Advertisement from

The Suffragette for a book
published in 1914 by Lady
Constance Lytton. After
receiving preferential
treatment in Holloway,
Lytton disguised herself as

a working-class woman.
Jailed in Liverpool for a public
protest, ‘Jane Warton’ was
force-fed but released when her
true identity became known.

Feeding by force Emmeline Pankhurst

The government were unwilling to continue
setting free Suffragettes who went on

h UnN g er St [l ke . Cover of the WSPU magazine, The Suffragette,
10 Jan 1913, depicting the brutal process of

force-feeding.




National

controversy

Force-teeding was widely reported and Many politicians and commentators opposed
debated in national Newspapers. Two to the Suffragettes believed that women on I ——————m—m———m—m—————
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resigned when the newspaper supported the death. TO.RWRING WOMEN__I_N PRIS,O,! === SN
: el e
government policy. ] & Wi )
The government disagreed, still fearing that & Q. = =
In Parliament, the Home Secretary argued if Suffragettes died in prison, there would be = \= e |
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The Liberal Cat and
Suffragette Mouse

In March 1913, as the controversy continued, News reports of women released and
the government introduced the Prisoners re-arrested under the Act increased national
(Temporary Discharge for Ill Health) Act. concern about Suffragette prisoners.

THE CAT~MOUSE ACT CAT AND MOUSE TORTURE

Miss ANNIE KENNEY, Miss RACHEL BARRETT, Miss LAKE,
and Miss LENNOX

PASSED BY. THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT

This law allowed prisons to release womer However, there was also increasing public RE-ARRESTED.
weakened by hunger strikes and imprison them nostility and alarm as the Suffragettes’ 7

: : e~ MISS KENNEY'S HEALTH.
again when they recovered. It became known campaign became much more violent. They P s S R e

RELEASED SUFFRAGIST AT A

as the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’, after the way acat  resorted to frequent attacks on property, o . S—

Miss Annie Kennev, who was released from Hollo-

teases a captured mouse. including burning down empty buildings and w SR EL R 7 on Oclsber 15, e & duage el of gl

attacking works of art. In December 1913, . v ffghgﬁﬁj:élﬁmgw}ﬁé
Women released under the act were often they also attempted to blow up a wall at N N 2 e R T Ly S e
very unwell. Many Suffragettes discharged olloway Prison. THE LIBERAL CAT ncluding Anmie Kenney had been returnes
from Holloway were taken to a house used by CAERRORUIERURIHIN ond that Kenney had sgain been released
the WSPU in nearby Dalmeny Avenue.

KEEP THE LIBERAL OUT! in poor health (The Times, 20 Oct 1913).

WSPU poster campaigning against
the Cat & Mouse Act and the

”MethOdS Of re reSSion Liberal government, 1913.
According to The Suffragette newspaper, P peral g 913

women were still frail when they returned and expedients like the
to prison, where they frequently resumed Cat-And-Mouse Act would

their hunger strikes. Some avoided arrest and .« I° c T ison Explosion.
HNg = . | deserve ridicule, were it o el o e Sixlnsi.
continued campaigning. Inside the prisons, Gaol an Thursday night gave rise to the rumour

despite the Act, some women were still being not for the SUffermgS they o e MRS e L e c“"nc"i

blow up the prison which has become a lodging-

o ” houvse for the London militants. As a matter
fo rce_fed |nV0 IVe o of fact, gunpowder or some other explosive had
been used to blow two small cavities in the
outer wall of the gaol which borders the rear

WSPU protests and public reaction Bishop of London, writing 0 ety s Ton e AR

trator, who in her hurry to escape left a tress

to The Times of auburn hair entangled in the wire on the News stand poster, c1913.

Although the Suffragettes w
The WSPU campaigned vigorously agai e careful not to endanger humanife,

Report from the /slington Gazette, 22 Dec 1913, their heightened campaign created

ACt ) gat he ri ng Su p pO ’t ]CI’O T |nﬂ e nt d of an explosion at Holloway Prison. an atmosphere of fear and anxiety.
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including doctors and clergymen. Metropolitan University




Outbreak

of war

The Suffragettes continued their campaign in
the build-up to the First World War, which they

criticised as a ‘man-made’ conflict. ' i B b
The violent campaign of the WPSU has been WOMEN RALLY .. COUNTRY'S CALL
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Lasting legacy .

THE SUFFRAGETTE April 16. 1915
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As men went away to fight, women made an

mportant contribution to the war effort by " )
filling the jobs left vacant by soldiers. In times of war the rules

of peace must be set aside
) |
WSPU members set up new campaigns to and we must put ourselves
support women war workers and to propose ,
compulsory war service for men and women. without delay upon a war
basis, let women stand A
Votes for women granted shoulder to shoulder D

George to female munitions workers in September 1918.

W it h t h e m e n t() Wi n t h e Photo: Mary Evans Picture Library.

A woman voting in a parliamentary election
for the first time, 1918. Photo: Mary Evans
Picture Library.

Women were finally granted the vote as , ,
the war was drawing to a close, with the common victory which we

Representation of the People Act 1918. all desire”
This legislation allowed all women over the Thank you to the Women'’s Library (London Metropolitan

age of 30 the right to vote. Emmeline Pankhurst University) and the Museum of London for permission to
use images shown in this display.
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