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This is my Report of the Independent Review which I was appointed to conduct by Islington

Council.

To those who contributed information and views, and to those I invited to meet with me in

interview, I am grateful.

A very significant contribution to the work on this Review was made by the researchers and
administrative staff who supported it, and by Lucy Sprinz, Counsel who has worked alongside
me throughout it and during the production of this Report. I am indebted to all of them. The

conclusions reached in the Report are, however, mine.

Sarah Morgan QC
October 2018
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

CHAPTER 1

Background And Introduction To The Review

In May 1995 a report co-authored by Ian White and Kate Hart, two similarly qualified
practitioners from a social services management background, was published. That
report followed and was entitled /nquiry Into the Management of Child Care in the
London Borough of Islington. It has become known as the White Report and so, for
convenience, will it be referred to in this Report. The White Report had been preceded
by a series of earlier inquiries into the abuse of children and young people in the care of
the London Borough of Islington, the first of which was completed in 1989. The White

Report itself makes reference to 13 previous inquiry and inspection reports.

In the White Report there were findings about, and serious criticisms made of, the
standard of care given to children and young people in the care of Islington or for whom
Islington had responsibility in the 1980s and 90s. Part of that criticism was of the
prevailing culture and management in social services at the time. Echoes of those

criticisms were to be found in the earlier reports.

Those findings, and even at a distance of some 23 years later with all that has gone
between in terms of child protection failures, make for sobering reading and retain the

power to shock.

A more detailed consideration of the conclusions of the White Report appears at Chapter

10 of this Report.

The London Borough of Islington accepted, following the White Report, that children
and young people in its care had suffered abuse. It has been clear - and I accept - that in
the years that followed it implemented changes; it closed care homes; it made apologies;
it paid compensation to some of those who had been abused; and, it assisted with the

reporting and investigation of alleged abusers.

Most recently the apology has been explicitly articulated by Richard Watts, the Leader of
the Council, at a Council meeting on 28t September 2017. The apology was made
initially to those who suffered abuse in the 1980s and 1990s but was extended to
include those who had suffered similarly in the 1970s. A more detailed record of the

responses from Islington to past failings appears at Appendix 1.



1.7

1.8

The Council has also been clear - and again I accept - that it continues to offer support
to those who are victims and survivors of abuse, with housing; access to legal advice;
access to the Islington Survivors Network; and the possibility of specialist counselling
provision. There are discussions ongoing between the Council and victims and survivors
about the form that the financial and other support should take. That is not something
which has formed any part of this Review, nor was it ever intended that it should. That
said, it will be clear from Chapter 13 that one of the things which emerged from
speaking to victims and survivors is how keenly felt is the need for such provision and
how vital it is that such provision should be made. I have felt it appropriate to offer

comment about that in the conclusion to this Report.

At the same Council meeting at which the apology was offered there was a commitment
to commission this Independent Review into a discrete issue which had been raised as
to allegations made about a former Islington Councillor on the Terms of Reference which
were recorded in the minutes of that meeting. Those Terms of Reference, which are my

Terms of Reference, appear in the next section of this Report.

The Commissioning of the Review

1.9

1.10

The commissioning of the Review came about in the following way. In May 2017 and
into the following month, the Islington Gazette published articles making reference to
non-recent sexual abuse, allegations about which had been the catalyst for the White
and Hart Inquiry. In the context of those articles a number of assertions were made
about Sandy Marks. Sandy Marks had been involved in Islington Council and Islington
Children’s services for a number of years in different capacities as considered in this
Review - in Chapter 9 there is a list of the positions she occupied during her time on the

Council following election.

The articles in the Islington Gazette made assertions that Sandy Marks had, only two
years before first holding positions of responsibility within the Council, been personally
involved with a group with an interest in sexual activity with children and a stated
intention to bring forward a more permissive attitude to sexual activity with children.
On at least one occasion she had, it was asserted, attended a conference of the
International Gay Association held near Barcelona in April 1980, at which conference
she had attended associated with a pro-paedophile group called Fallen Angels. A more
detailed description of the allegations contained within the Islington Gazette reports is

set out at Chapter 11.



1.11

1.12

The articles in the Islington Gazette and the publicity generated by them clearly raised
serious concerns within the Council and Islington commissioned an opinion from James
Goudie QC and Holly Stout as to whether, if true, the new information which had come to

light called into question the integrity of the White Report.

That opinion was published by Islington Council on or about 28t September 2017. It
appears at Appendix 2. It concluded that, on the basis of what the new information
appeared to be capable of indicating, it could reasonably be said to call into question the
integrity of the White Report. The authors of the opinion recommended a limited
Independent Review and set out in an annex to the opinion suggested Terms of
Reference, which became the Terms of Reference confirmed at the meeting on 28t

September 2017.

The Approach And Appointment

1.13

1.14

1.15

I was first approached by Peter Fehler, Assistant Director, Corporate and Dispute
Resolution at the London Borough of Islington, via my clerk in August 2017 and asked
whether 1 would be willing to be appointed to undertake the piece of work
contemplated. I was sent the - at that stage confidential - opinion of James Goudie QC
and Holly Stout to give me a background understanding of the context of the proposed

investigation.

I then had a conversation with Mr Fehler in which I made it clear to him that whilst I was
in principle interested in such an appointment that would only be on the understanding
that it would not involve a commitment of time exceeding two, perhaps three, months at

the outside.

There followed a telephone meeting on 18th September 2017 at which I had further
discussions with Peter Fehler aﬁd Yinka Owa, Director of Law and Governance at the
London Borough of Islington, at which more of the expectations and intentions of the
Council were discussed and at which I confirmed that I would be willing to be appointed
to undertake such a piece of work on the basis of (reasonably) limited and contained
duration and on the basis that Counsel would be engaged to work alongside me on such
an investigation. It was my position that I would wish to have a very strong input as to
the identity of Counsel. I agreed at that meeting that I would reflect on the possible
shape and structure of any investigation were I to be conducting it and would write a

confidential discussion note of my thoughts.



1.16

1.17

1.18

1.19

The piece of work which I was being asked to think about was neither a re-opening of
the White Inquiry nor an inquiry starting afresh into its subject matter. On what I knew
then it was best characterised as a review of the integrity of the White Report in the light
of the allegations made about Sandy Marks, albeit that I recognised even then that
dependant on the conclusions reached there was potehtial for it to lead to a re-opening
of the White Inquiry. To inform my thoughts as to possible shape and structure I looked
at other instances where there has been the need either for a second inquiry or a review
of an earlier inquiry because of further information which has come to light. In doing so |
considered a number of possible approaches to the situation in Islington. Unsurprisingly
the examples | looked at had been on a far larger scale but the approaches were, 1
thought, transferable. In looking at models and comparators there was much that was
instructive in An Independent Review Of The Tribunal Of Inquiry Into The Abuse Of
Children In Care In The Former County Council Areas Of Gwynedd And Clwyd In North
Wales Since 1974 ‘The Macur Review' 1 prepared the confidential discussion note in

early October 2017.

On 15t November 2017 I attended a further meeting along with Counsel who had been
identified to work alongside me, Lucy Sprinz. The purpose of the meeting was to
consider the confidential discussion note, to discuss the shape and structure of the
Review and the practicalities of making available the archived information already held
by Islington; of obtaining archived information held elsewhere; and of calling for, and
receiving, contributions to the Review from those who might have knowledge relevant
to the Terms of Reference. At this stage I had no clear idea of the likely volume and

nature of the files and archive material to be provided.

I identified two clear months - February and March 2018 - in which I could work
exclusively on the Review and an additional period for any overflow or writing up time if
required in September 2018. I was reasonably optimistic - subject to the volume of
information and responses once the Review started - that it would be possible to
complete the Review and submit the report by the end of March. My other professional
commitments meant however that if it were not possible to conclude by the end of
March, [ would not be able to return to it before the end of the summer. | was also able
to set aside a week in December 2017 for some reading in to the Review of files of

documents delivered to me in advance.

The Review which | was appointed to hold was to be held in private but I have known

throughout, and my letter of appointment provides, that Islington Council intends to



1.20

1.21

1.22

publish, with such redaction as may be necessary, the Report which I submit to it at the

conclusion of the Review.

On 19t January 2018 I was appointed to lead the Independent Review. Counsel Lucy

Sprinz was engaged to work alongside me. My letter of appointment is at Appendix 3.
The Review began on 1st February 2018. It was conducted at Islington Town Hall.

As it turned out, there were some unforeseen difficulties, in particular with accessing
some of the archive material, which meant that that it became impossible to complete
the task by the 29th March 2018. I returned to work on it on 7t September 2018 with the
intention of submitting my Report to Islington by the end of that month.



TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. To investigate the evidence as to:

A.

And: -

The nature, extent and duration of Sandy Marks’ involvement in Fallen Angels and

any other pro-paedophile groups;

What, if any, impact that involvement had on the way she carried out her duties on
the Social Services Committee, whether as a Committee member between 1983

and 1991 or as Chair between 1991 and 1995;

What Ms Marks knew about the ‘state of management’ of Islington Social Services
Department (as it is referred to in the White Report), including in particular
whether she had been aware of any abuse allegations prior to the Evening

Standard’s story in 1992;

Whether in her dealings with Fallen Angels, and possibly other paedophile groups,
Ms Marks had become aware of anything relevant to the allegations of ‘organised

abuse’ that were the subject of the White Report

2. Consider what difference, if any, the evidence in 1 above may have made to the White

Report.



2.1

2.2

CHAPTER 2

Summary Of Conclusions

This is a summary of the conclusions I have reached in respect of the questions which
appear in the Terms of Reference to which 1 have worked. Each of the conclusions
summarised here appears in a more detailed form in the body of the Report where |
have considered and discussed the available evidence as it relates to each of those
Terms of Reference. | have deliberately set out in the narrative there, the detail of how |
have considered the evidence available to me and how I have drawn the conclusions I
have reached. 1 have done so with the hope that those interested will read this Report as
a whole so as to understand the nuance and context of my conclusions. In particular my
conclusions as to Term of Reference 1A are not susceptible to reduction to bullet point

form and require to be read in full.

I have also offered, at the end of the Report, comment on matters which strictly speaking
fall outside my Terms of Reference but which so strongly struck me during my work on

the Review that I thought it right to do so.

Conclusions on the Terms Of Reference

2.3

2.4

2.5

I have concluded that Sandy Marks was involved with the pro-paedophile group Fallen
Angels and, associated with them, attended in April 1980 a conference of the
International Gay Association. As to duration, the earliest association I have found of
Sandy Marks with any pro-paedophile group or issue is September 1979 and the latest
July 1980.

I have found no evidence that her involvement had any impact on the way she carried
out her duties on the Social Services Committee or any other Islington Council
committee on which she sat either as member or as Chair. The incongruence between
this conclusion and the one set out in paragraph 2.3 above is something I reflect upon at

the end of this Report.

I have concluded that Ms Marks knew of the state of management of the Islington Social
Services department and that she was aware of abuse allegations prior to the Evening
Standard Story in 1992. In this respect my conclusion is that she had no different
knowledge than that which was or ought to have been known to other members of the

committees and sub committees of which she was a member and / or Chair.

10



2.6

2.7

I have found no evidence that in her dealings with Fallen Angels Ms Marks became
aware of anything relevant to the allegations of ‘organised abuse’ that were the subject

of the White Report.

In the light of the conclusions I have reached as to terms 1A - 1D of the Terms of
Reference, 1 have concluded that, whilst it is not possible to say what difference
knowledge of the evidence may have made to the White Report, it would have made a
difference to the Inquiry. Once again the detail appears in the narrative of the body of
this  Report but I am satisfied that it would have altered the emphasis of the
investigations conducted - notably the examination of recruiting processes, and it is
likely also to have had the effect that the questions contained in the Terms of Reference
to which I have worked, would have become questions for the authors of the White
Report. As to which it is obvious of course but warrants explicit comment that the
authors would have been addressing those questions much more proximately in time
both to the International Gay Association conference of April 1980 and the Evening

Standard'’s stories of 1992 than I have been in 2018.

Additional Consideration and Conclusion

2.8

29

2.10

Whilst it was not expressly contained in Part 2 of the Terms of Reference, having
reached the conclusions I have, I thought it right to consider whether I should
recommend that there should be either a re-opening of the /nquiry Into the Management
of Child Care in the London Borough of Islington or a fresh inquiry in place of it. I do not
make a recommendation for either. 1 have detailed my reasoning in reaching that

conclusion in Chapter 19 of this Report.

It also seems to me that the focus, energy, and resources of Islington Council, which as |
observe in this Report is a very different organisation today from the one which
emerged from the White Report, should be on responding to the needs of and making
provision for those who were abused as children in its care in non-recent times and on

protecting those children for whom it has responsibility today.

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (‘l1ICSA’) is ongoing. Its terms of

reference are at Appendix 4. Included in those terms of reference are the following:

1. To consider the extent to which State and non-State institutions have failed in their
duty of care to protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation; to consider the
extent to which those failings have since been addressed; to identify further action

needed to address any failings identified; to consider the steps which it is necessary

11



for State and non-State institutions to take in order to protect children from such

abuse in future; and to publish a report with recommendations.

2. Indoing so to:

o  Consider all the information which is available from the various published and

unpublished reviews, court cases, and investigations which have so far

concluded’

2.11 Itis my expectation that Islington Council will provide to IICSA a copy of my Report.

12



31

Venue

3.2

33

3.4

3.5

3.6

CHAPTER 3

Independence

From an early stage it was impressed upon me that it was intended that any review
commissioned by Islington should be independent. There was a sensitivity not.only to
actual but also to perceived independence. Whilst what is set out below explains the way
in which independence was maintained and the security and integrity of information
coming to and held by the Review was managed, independence is above all a state of

mind and an approach to thinking.

I was asked whether I would feel that to hold the Review physically on Islington owned
premises would be problematic in terms of independence. I did not. There were a

number of reasons for this.

I was confident that I would not have difficulty preserving my independence of mind
regardless of location. As a matter of practicality, even at an early stage, it was clear to
me that this was likely to be a ‘document heavy’ Review and much of that which I would
want to examine would be held on premises owned or managed by Islington and it

would also be important for me to have unfettered access to examine that material.

It also seemed to me that there was a proportionality to be borne in mind. This is a
Review commissioned by a Local Council using public money. The unnecessary incurring
of the expense of taking a lease on other premises - which those making arrangements
at the Council had contemplated doing - was, for me, unconscionable having regard to
the other calls on the resources of the Council. Children and young people for whom
Islington has responsibility today continue to need protection from the sort of harm
which those non-recently abused in Islington experienced as children. It should be
understood however that I had no doubt in my discussions with the Council about this

that had I taken a different view arrangements would have been made.

I realised however that my decision meant that scrupulous care would be required to
ensure that there was no inadvertent blurring of the lines so as to preserve the

independence of the Review.

It also meant that I needed to have in mind that there might be people who would not

want to come to see me on Islington premises and I would need to have other options

13



for them. I arranged that I would offer anyone I intended to see in person but who did

not wish to come to Islington the option of meeting instead at my chambers in central

London.

3.7 Although we were made welcome by staff at Islington on arrival and offered the use of
the staff room facilities during the time that we were working at the Town Hall we
elected not to take this up so as to avoid the risk of inadvertent overhearing by us of the
conversations of Council employees or of falling into incautious behaviour and
conversation ourselves.

Support Staff for the Review

38 The Review was supported by:

a. Two researchers - each freelancers with professional qualifications engaged to
work on the Review;

b. One administrative assistant/ paralegal;

c. A nominated solicitor in Islington Legal services _

39 At Appendix 5 there is a list of the names of those staff who supported the Review.

3.10 The Review also had access to use of and assistance from the Council Press Office. In

addition there was support from IT and from an Information Governance Officer who
provided practical assistance when required, such as the purchasing of SD cards for

photographing documents or providing recording equipment for interviews.

Issues Arising as to the Perception of Independence in Relation to Earlier Research

3.11

3.12

There are three issues which arose which I set out here for the sake of transparency. 1
make it clear that none impacted upon the independence of the Review I conducted but
importance attached both to independence and the perception of independence means

that it is right to include them in this section.

When Islington Council had instructed James Goudie QC and Helen Stout to advise on the
action the Council should take, those two Counsel were provided with a body of material
to enable them to give that advice. | have not seen an index to that material; I am not

clear who was charged with gathering and referencing that material. | have not sought to

14



3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

go behind the resulting opinion or to question the materials on which the conclusions
were reached. | make reference to that material here only to acknowledge that I am
aware that there will have been some examination of Islington held papers in connection
with their provision and that my own search and examination of papers has been

conducted independently from that.

After the receipt of James Goudie QC’s opinion but prior to the initial approach to me the
Council had set about gathering and collating information likely to be relevant to the
remit of what became this Review. The need for this to have been done is obvious but it
gave rise to some consequences to which I had to give careful thought once I started

work on the Review.

Since Islington had engaged someone to research information in advance of the
commissioning of the Review and well before my appointment, the terms of engagement
reflected what was at that time thought to be appropriate. Those terms had, not
unreasonably at the time, included an element of reporting to the Council and of
advising and drawing conclusions, all of which was inappropriate once the Review
commenced and the researcher in question became one of the two researchers to the
Review, because it was inconsistent with the Review’s independence. The relevant

extract from those terms of engagement are at Appendix 6.

I drew this to the attention of Sean McLaughlin, then Corporate Director of Housing and
Adult Social Services, and explained that those parts of the terms of engagement could
not continue. There was immediate agreement and an instruction was issued to that
effect. | was also told - and accepted - that although the terms of engagement provided

for it in fact there had been no reporting or advising to the Council.

The person collating material in the earlier stages before my appointment had,
consistent with the then operative terms of engagement, drawn up some of her own
thoughts and preliminary ideas about likely areas of investigation and interview. These I
declined to take when offered at the outset of my work since | wanted to be sure that the
thoughts and decisions about those matters were mine and formed from my own
reading of the available material. Towards the end of my working on the Review, I did
ask to see them so as to see whether my own independently formed thoughts and
decisions had resulted in a markedly different list of those to whom I might wish to
speak and, if so, whether any difference made me think I might be missing a source of

evidence relevant to my Terms of Reference. It did not.

15



3.17

3.18

3.19

In due course I also asked for a copy of all the contacts and discussions the researcher
had had in collating material in the period before my appointment. I should stress that in
asking for this I was not questioning the integrity of the researcher in question, who has
set about her task in a professional and skilled way. The issue for me was that because
her engagement had come about in a hybrid way, working first to the Council on one
basis and then to the Review on another, I needed to satisfy myself that nothing in the
earlier stages of information gathering could have affected either the actual or perceived
independence of the Review. I stress also that I was so satisfied and that I record it here

solely for the purpose of transparency.

Also prior to my appointment there had been an Islington employee involved in the
information gathering exercise. At some point a complaint was made from a
representative of the Islington Survivors Network, that that person was potentially
someone with a conflict of interest. It had been made clear to the Council that the
continued presence of that individual would inhibit provision of information by some to
the Review. By the time I arrived a decision had already been taken that that person

would not work on the Review.

The fact that the issue of potential for conflict had been raised however highlighted the
need for a clear demarcation between the focussed Terms of Reference of the Review
and those other strands of work with and on behalf of victims and survivors being
undertaken by the Council. I took the decision and gave the instruction that there was to
be no transfer or provision of information during the lifetime of this Review to any of
those undertaking other aspects of work in the Council. For absolute clarity I extended
this prohibition even to information which I had taken or had copied from Islington’s

own files and records.

Conflict Of Interest

3.20

3.21

I was asked when my appointment was under consideration to declare whether I had
any personal involvement or involvement of family or close friends with Islington
Council in the 1970s, 1980s or 1990s. I was able to declare that I had no such

connection.

I was not asked to declare any previous professional relationship with the Council but
thought it prudent to check. I have been accepting instructions as a barrister in private
practice since 1989. | have no memory of having been instructed in that time to appear

on behalf of Islington. My current clerk was able to confirm from records that that was

16



3.22

3.23

so dating back to 1999. | have on occasion in private practice appeared acting for parties
against Islington and, although I do not have a memory of it, may have since 2012 heard,
when sitting as a Recorder in the Family Courts, cases in which Islington was a party.
Nothing in either my records or memory caused me to identify a conflict of interest. A
similar exercise carried out in relation to Lucy Sprinz revealed nothing either in her

records or memory which identified a conflict of interest.

The subject matter of the Terms of Reference, the nature of the collated material for the
Review and the context in which the White Report came to be written called for a
particular sensitivity in the collating of materials for and making of enquiries on behalf
of, the Review. | am entirely satisfied that during the time that I have been working on
the Review those individuals identified as support staff to the Review have been
conscious of the need for that sensitivity and conducted themselves with integrity and |
have detected no association with any of the interested groups such as would

compromise their independence.

In the course of my identification and examination of original documents held by
Islington Council relevant to this Review | have inevitably seen documents which
contained other information of a confidential nature not relevant for my purposes. | was
not asked to sign any confidentiality agreement before being given free access to the
documents held but for the avoidance of doubt I have proceeded as if I were bound by

such an agreement. The same approach was taken by Lucy Sprinz.

17



CHAPTER 4

Practicalities

Physical Location and Security and Storage of Materials

4.1

4.2

43

4.4

Two rooms were set aside in the Town Hall to house the Review - G10 and G8. G10 was
the room in which Lucy Sprinz and I worked and where we stored the documents which
we read for the Review. It was secured by swipe card and keypad coded entry. On arrival
the keypad code was changed to one known only to me and to Lucy Sprinz. The room
contained lockable cabinets in which were kept materials and documents on which we
worked during the Review. Only Lucy Sprinz and I had copies of the keys for those
cabinets. On the first morning a meeting with Sean McLaughlin as to the practicalities
and arrangements was held in this room. There was also a series of visits from IT staff to

set up and then solve the inevitable teething problems with IT.

I took a decision on Day 1 that thereafter no other people connected with the Review,
including those collating information to be made available to us, and those giving
administrative support would have access to the room. Such meetings as would be
necessary would be held in G8. We held to that approach throughout. For the avoidance
of doubt no one else, except for cleaners who entered G10 to clean the room only while
either Lucy Sprinz or I were also there, and on one occasion facility staff to remove a
piece of equipment also in my presence, entered that room throughout the duration of

the Review.

G8 was a room configured for the purpose of interviewing anyone contributing to the
Review. Whilst it was impossible to identify potential interviewees in advance of
reading, it was obvious that some would be likely to be victims and survivors of non-
recent abuse. The room was set up with that in mind, affording space, quiet, privacy and
some informal seating and waiting as well as a table and chairs and recording devices
for interviews and meetings. Recognising that a respect for personal space might well be
of especial importance to someone who had experienced sexual abuse there were a
range of seating configurations available in the interview setting and in relation to
victims and survivors I, on each occasion, took my cue from them as to which

arrangement was preferred.

During my working on the Review in February and March 2018 G8 was locked when not

in use and was used only for purposes associated with the Review. Although used for

18



4.5

4.6

meetings and discussions about collation of materials, none were stored or left there. It
was important to me that those coming to the room to make contributions to the
Review, most especially those who were victims and survivors of non-recent abuse
experienced in the care of Islington, should be received in a room designated for that
purpose and arranged with their needs in mind. No-one should feel that they were

coming to be interviewed in a storage room or office.

The Council has acknowledged and apologised for the abuse and I saw indications of the
seriousness which today’s Council is addressing its past. There was no sense in which |
had to push for this facility; it was largely in place when I arrived. Amongst those
members of staff at Islington who set up the room, and who had been working on it
before my arrival, [ detected not only that careful and sensitive thought had been given
to the task but a real desire to ensure that anyone coming to it should feel welcomed,

comfortable and respected.

G8 was located on the ground floor of the Town Hall with step-free access and so was

appropriate to meet the access needs of all those who came to see me.

Communications with the Review

4.7

4.8

4.9

Dedicated email addresses were arranged for communications relating to the Review to
which Lucy Sprinz and I, but not others providing administrative or research support,
had access. Those email addresses were not connected to or associated with the
Islington Council server. Save as dealt with in the paragraph below only Lucy Sprinz and

I had the passwords to access those accounts.

Those email addresses were set up by the Project Delivery & Solutions Engineer at
Islington Council, who, by virtue of setting up and managing the accounts, had
administrator access to those accounts. It was agreed in advance of the email address for
the Review being made known to the public that he would not access the account for any
reason and we established that it would be possible to obtain a log at the end of the
Review of whether there had been any administrator access to the account and, if so, the
date and time of each access. On that basis I could be sure that no one other than Lucy

Sprinz or me accessed those email accounts.

At the conclusion of Review, all communications received to the address

info@2018review.org.uk were archived. Those coming from people who self-identified

as victims and survivors of abuse wishing to share their personal experience were

redacted. Others were redacted as to the personal contact details.
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4.10

411

Communications received by post were delivered to me in G10 unopened. Notes left at

the front desk likewise.

I thought about but did not provide a telephone contact number. It was not practicable
for such a number to be permanently monitored either by me or by Lucy Sprinz during
the Review; I wished to avoid receiving unidentifiable contributions and I was also keen
to avoid the potential for confusion between any such number and the telephone
helpline number established by the Council as part of the provision for victims and
survivors. I did however, on some occasions when specifically asked to do so, contact or
attempt to contact by recorded telephone a contributor who had sent by email or post a

request that I did so.

Documents Provided to the Review

4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

I have characterised this Review elsewhere as ‘document heavy’. By that I mean that the
greater part of that which I had to examine and consider in order to address the Terms
of Reference was in the form of documentary material. At Appendix 7 there is provided a
list of the documentary materials received by the Review and those documents which I
accessed both within and outwith of Islington for the Review. In the next Chapter there

is provided a document setting out the provenance of those documents.

On 9t February 2018 I issued a call for information to the Review, as described in
Chapter 6 on the process of deciding who to interview, in the terms which appear at

Appendix 8.

On 29th March 2018 I issued a press release posted on the London Borough of Islington

website indicating that the Review was no longer taking contributions.

In some instances, as I have detailed in the body of this report, I identified individuals
who I had reason to believe had documents of relevance ‘and in those instances 1 asked

for copies of those documents from them.

All documents which were received by the Review were read regardless of initial
impressions as to relevance. In the case of documents with hyperlinks or attachments to

digital audio or visual recordings those were listened to or viewed.

Some of the Archive documentation to which I needed access was not in the control of
Islington Council but was held elsewhere. I was greatly assisted by the keeper of the
London Metropolitan Archives who permitted on my behalf not only access to those

parts not normally publicly available but also copying of relevant documents. Significant
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assistance was also provided by the keeper of the archives at the London School of

Economics.

Interviews

4.18

4.19

I have described in Chapter 6 how I made decisions about who to interview in
connection with this Review. My Review was conducted in private and I did not hold oral
hearings. I conducted interviews with those who I had reason to believe had information
that was relevant to my Terms of Reference or who had responded to the call for
information indicating that they had such information. I had no power to compel
attendance or to compel answers to questions. I did not feel disadvantaged by this. All
those who attended for interview did so voluntarily and accompanied if they wished. |
have described separately in Chapter 12 the specific arrangements I made in relation to
my interviews of Sandy Marks. I had no power either to take evidence on oath or
affirmation and explained as much to those I saw. | impressed on each also however that
if they chose to answer the questions I asked them I expected them to do so truthfully. It

was my view that the importance of truthful answers was understood.

The nature of the questions I asked was largely dependant on the interviewee. Where |
had questions I asked them openly and often with an explanation of why I wanted to
know the answer. I had not intended them to be in the style of cross-examination. Some
interviews were more discursive than others. In the case of those who identified
themselves as victims and survivors | asked very few questions but instead listened.
Where I found 1 had follow up questions about what I was being told of personal
experiences of non-recent abuse or other personal history I asked first if the interviewee

would mind if I asked a question about it.

Recording of Interviews

4.20

I conducted all interviews myself, on each occasion accompanied by Lucy Sprinz. All but
one were in person. One was conducted by telephone. As set out above, all those who
came in person were offered an alternative venue to the Town Hall. None required it. On
one occasion an arranged telephone interview with someone who had identified as a
victim and survivor was missed because of a mistake made by me as to time. I contacted
the individual to offer both apology and re-scheduling. The apology was accepted with
conspicuous grace but the rescheduling was declined. I told each person in advance of
the interview that I would be accompanied, that I would record the interview and that I

would provide a transcript following the interview. On a very few occasions when, at the
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4.21

4.22

4.23

4.24

conclusion of the interview, | reminded the person that I would be providing a transcript
I was asked not to do so and on those occasions I did not. On one occasion someone
attending for interview also brought their own recording device to record our

conversation.

The interviews were recorded using a digital recording device which was kept on for the
whole of the meeting. The device was sensitive so as to enable especially victims and
survivors to sit wherever in the room they felt more comfortable without losing the
recording. The recordings were transcribed using a specialist service independent of
Islington Council: this was a service that is regularly used to transcribe court hearings
and other recordings involving sensitive and confidential information. The service
restricted the access to the audio recordings that they received to the minimum number
of people required to provide the transcriptions and signed a non-disclosure agreement
prior to receiving any transcripts to guarantee the confidentiality of the material heard. I
explained to all who identified as victims and survivors how the transcription would be

undertaken.

When sending for transcription interviews with victims and survivors, 1 provided a
name for use in the transcript in place of the person’s given name so as to maintain the
confidentiality of what are inevitably highly personal contents. I explained this at the
conclusion of each interview and offered to those who wished it the opportunity to
choose a name from a list of cyphers. The thinking behind this was that should I write
about them in this Report, it would enable the individual concerned to know that it is
them, whilst not identifying them to the world at large. Some wanted this; some did not.
I checked that there was no objection to me writing in this Report about what I had been

told with each of those who are mentioned in Chapter 13.

In addition to interviews I also held meetings as set out at Appendix 9 with two
members of Islington Council senior staff. On these occasions the meeting was minuted

by a note taken by Lucy Sprinz and the minute then offered for comment.

I had one informal meeting accompanied by Lucy Sprinz with another member of
Islington Council senior staff which was unminuted. I had one informal meeting alone
with the Chief Executive Officer of Islington Council early in the proceedings to ask for
factual information so as to enable me to understand the structural set up and working

of the Council committee system. This meeting was also unminuted.
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Additional Comments On Working Method

4.25

4.26

4.27

4.28

4.29

Before I started to write up this Report I had intended to include in this part of it a
separate and detailed section as to methodology. It has however seemed to me to be
more useful to me in explaining, and I hope to those reading in-understanding, to
incorporate into the relevant part of the narrative in the body of the Report, the way I
have set about considering the material and the analysis which has then led to my

conclusions as to each part of the Terms of Reference.

In terms of the analysis, I reached a decision on Term of Reference 1A before going on to
consider the rest of the Terms of Reference. The reasoning behind this is that, had I
reached a different conclusion as to 1A, tHen 1B and 1D as worded and, probably in
reality, 1C would have fallen away. In an ideal world our reading would have matched
the sequence of the analysis but, as will be apparent from Chapter 5, the timing of the
availability of material meant that in order to make use of the time allocated to the

Review material was read as and when it became available.

In the body of this Report I have, for ease of reference, referred on occasion to the Terms
of Reference by the numbering as it appears in Chapter 1. During the writing of this
Report however, not least because of a degree of overlap in issues raised by the Terms of
Reference 1B and 1C and of the documentary evidence which fell to be examined in
considering them, it was more convenient to reverse the order. So it is that in this Report

1C appears before 1B.
Where I have reached conclusions I have done so on the balance of probabilities.

In the text of this Report there is sometimes used the first person singular, sometimes
the first person plural. The former is reflective of the fact that the conclusions drawn and
the responsibility for them is mine; the latter reflective of the fact that throughout the
process | have worked with and alongside Lucy Sprinz and that much of the reading and
analysis of the source material has been undertaken together. This on the basis not only
that two sets of eyes are better than one but on the basis also that a second head is a

wise guard against oversight, easy assumption and inadvertent prejudice.
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CHAPTER 5

Documents Received And Considered By The Review And Their Provenance

5.1 References to the alphabetical sections refer to the sections of documents listed in the

index at Appendix 7 which sets out a list of all documents received.

5.2 11th December 2017 - Sections B and C:

a.

Section B - copies of previous review and investigation reports conducted by
Islington prior to the White Report. These were read in December 2017 as

background to the Review.

Section C ~ copies of documents from a box of files in children’s services archives.
These arrived on 11t December 2017 in two royal mail sacks. They totalled 10
lever arch files of double sided documents and contained a wide range of
documents, the details of which are set out within the index at Appendix 7 but in
summary contained: historical correspondence that had been provided to James
Goudie QC and Holly Stout prior to the preparation of James Goudie QC's opinion; a
wide variety of documents provided by the Evening Standard to the Social Services
Inspectorate and to the London Borough of Islington in 1992 - 1995 to enable them
to investigate their allegations and for the various reviews to be conducted; case
files in respect of a number of children who had suffered sexual abuse in Islington
care homes in the 1980s - 1990s, and case files in respect of investigations into
organised abuse in Islington in the late 1990s. This is not an exhaustive list, which is
provided in the index, but provides an overview of the content of these papers.
These files were read throughout the course of the Review as the extent to which

they might or might not have relevance only became clear as the Review continued.

5.3 19th December 2017 - Section A:

a.

A bundle of approximately 300 pages of what were described as ‘key documents’.
These were documents that had been collated by one of the researchers to the

Review.

These were provided on 19th December 2017 and read prior to the Review formally

commencing,

5.4 26t January 2018 - Section D:
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55

5.6

a. A section described as ‘media sources’ - this section of materials comprised
approximately 1,350 pages of documentation that had been printed off by an
administrative assistant to the Review from various publicly accessible websites,
comprised of copies of newspapers and tabloid articles collated in blogs. Much of
the material was illegible due to the online resources having poor copies or being so

small as to be indecipherable.
b. These were provided on 26t January 2018.

c. All of this material was read and those documents that were illegible were studied

for relevance and then enhanced electronically to read if relevant.
1st February 2018 - Section E:

a. 39 pages of documents described to be copies of those documents provided to the
Press Officer for the fslington Council by the Islington Gazette in May 2017
following publication of the Islington Gazette’s articles. The documents were copied

by an administrative assistant to the Review.

b. These documents were provided on 1st February 2018. Subsequently a copy of the
emails sent by the Islington Gazette to the Press Officer for Islington Council were -

provided.

c. This section comprised many of the documents and materials referred to in the

Islington Gazette.

The Strong Room Files: we had access to the Strong Room having been provided with
our own key and obtained all documents in the list below ourselves. We read everything
in the order that they were filed in, although sometimes this was not chronological. We
did not alter the filing system and left the documents as we found them aside from:
stapling cert:;lin documents that had clearly had staples holding them together
previously; flagging with removable tags relevant sections. The list below is a list of the
files that were accessed by us and the dates on which they were accessed: a complete list

of each document read is contained in Appendix 7:

a. 2nd February 2018: Social Services and Health Committee Minute Book 23rd May
1989.

b. - 5th February 2018:

i. Neighbourhood Services Committee Minutes - 18.6.1990 - 23.3.1993.
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ii. Case Review Sub-Committee Minute Book - 26.6.1989 - 30.1.1997.

c. 6t February 2018: Case Review Sub-Committee Interleavings files - volumes 12
and 13 - covering 7.6.1991 - 8.4.1993.

d. 12t February 2018:
i.  Liam Johnson Working Group Number 1 file

ii. Working Group number 2 file which is markedly less full and obviously

incomplete than the Working Group Number 1 file.

iii. A box file, which, so far as I can tell appears to be a file that is Sandy Marks’ own
personal file, by which I mean personal as Councillor using it for Council
business, containing documents to do with Working Group 2 and documents to
do with publication of the Liam Johnson report generally and what looks to me to
be her own copy of the Liam Johnson report marked up personally by her with

comment.

e. 15t February 2018: we returned to the Strong Room to access the Islington Gay and
Lesbian Committee files the entirety of which were missing. I discussed this with a
senior manager who immediately directed a search as a result of which they were
found in another part of the building. For the avoidance of doubt and because
missing files have been an issue of concern in earlier investigations, it is right to
record that there was nothing sinister in what turned out to be the temporary
removal of these files from the place they should have been. They were finally
received and read on 7t March 2018. While in the strong room on the afternoon of
15t February 2018 we studied every file and folder in every shelf in the Strong
Room to check whether there were other relevant documents that we had not
previously accessed. We were able to confirm that I had accessed and read all those

documents that seemed relevant to the Terms of Reference of my Review.

f. A full list of those files that were accessed and read is set out at Appendix 7. All of
those documents that I have read and which are referred to in the Appendix as the
Strong Room Files have been copied and have been archived along with the other

materials which form the basis of this Review.

5.7 6th February 2018 - Section F:
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5.8

59

a. On 29t January 2018 Dr. Liz Davies provided an administrative assistant to the
Review with a USB stick containing various documents that she had collated and

deemed relevant to the Review.

b. The contents of the USB stick were printed off and paginated by the administrative
assistant and provided to us on 6% February 2018 in lever arch files that contained
1,800 pages of documents ranging from newspaper articles relating to child abuse
in Islington in the 1980s - 1990s; to articles relating to child abuse and child deaths
across the UK; to documents relating to the Paedophile Information Exchange;
copies of correspondence with Islington councillors and minutes of Islington
Council meetings and files; and what were referred to as dossiers of evidence about

child abuse within Islington.

c. These documents were all read during the course of the week of 6th - 9th February

2018.

LSE Archives: as detailed in Chapter 14 of this Report Lucy Sprinz attended the LSE
archives on 21st — 22nd February and 26% - 27th February 2018. She had been very
helpfully assisted by the archivist at the LSE prior to arrival who had confirmed which
files contained those documents referred to in the Islington Gazette articles. However, |
did not want to limit my search to only those files and therefore a wider search within
the LSE Archives was undertaken using those key words relevant to the Review. A full
list of those files that were accessed and read are set out at Appendix 7. From those
documents read, all of those with potential relevance to the Terms of Reference of the
Review were photographed and copied and have been archived along with the other

materials which form the basis of this Review, in the Section entitled LSE archives.
Charlotte Russell documents:

a. Over the period 21st February 2018 to 2r March 2018 Charlotte Russell provided a
number of documents by email to the Review’s general information email address,

that she had collated and deemed relevant to the Review.

b. The contents of those emails were printed off and paginated by Lucy Sprinz. They
comprise approximately 200 pages of documents. Once studied it became clear that
they were, in the main, the same documentation that had been provided by the
Islington Gazette and that Ms Sprinz had independently accessed in the LSE
archives but also contained some more detailed information in relation to the

Campaign Against Public Morals.
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5.10

5.11

c. These documents were all read at the time that they were provided.
London Metropolitan Archives - Section G:

a. Another set of Archives identified as likely to contain information relevant to the
Terms of Reference to the Review was the London Metropolitan Archives, which
contained the minutes and files relating to meetings held by the London Borough
Children’s Regional Planning Committee, on which Sandy Marks was a Chair and /

or member.

b. During February and March 2018 two researchers to the Review attended at the
London Metropolitan Archives and identified all documents contained within those
archives which may be relevant to the Terms of Reference of my Review. In the
main body of this Report | have detailed the criteria I gave them to work to as to
relevance. They then photographed (as the only permissible means of copying) all

of those documents.

c. These photographs were then printed off and paginated by an administrative
assistance and provided to me in the weeks of 5th and 12th March 2018 in lever arch

files that contained approximately 1800 pages of documents.

d. These documents were read in the weeks of 5t and 12th March 2018 when they

were provided to us.

Responses to the Call for Information: as detailed in the Background to the Review
section of this Report I sent out a call for information as part of the process of gathering
information for this Review. In response to that call for information I received numerous
emails to the Review email address, all of which have been saved and stored. Some of
those emails contained confidential and highly personal information which did not go to
or touch on the Terms of Reference to this Review. I have not thought it right to archive
those emails unredacted and so in those instances they are archived only in redacted
form. I recognise that sometimes that has resulted in an email which is almost entirely
redacted but where that is so it is because I have felt it consistent with the assurance
given to the sender that absent a child protection issue it would be seen only by me or by
Lucy Sprinz. Some of those emails were lengthy and contained a good deal of
information thought by the sender to be relevant to the Review. All emails received to
the Review email address were printed off and read by Lucy Sprinz and 1. Where the
contents of them was relevant to the Terms of Reference of my Review it is mentioned

within the body of this Report.
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5.12

On 29t March 2018 an announcement was made on the Islington Council website
(which was tweeted and reported in the Islington local press) setting out that the
Review was no longer accepting contributions. Despite that the Review email address
continued to receive a few further emails over the next few months, and in one instance
a letter was sent to Islington Town Hall marked for my attention, which the senders
believed contained information relevant to the Review. The approach I took to these late
contributions on returning to work on the Review was to examine them to identify
whether they contained information which was relevant; whether I believed I would
need to make arrangements to speak to the sender or to ask Sandy Marks about the
issue raised and, regardless of relevance to my Terms of Reference, whether they raised
any safeguarding concern or allegation of abuse not previously made. It was not my view
that it would have been safe simply to ignore those contributions as being too late.
Where the contents of those contributions was relevant to the Terms of Reference of my

Review it is mentioned within the body of this report.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

CHAPTER 6

The Process Of Deciding Who To Interview

It had been evident to me from the outset that a good deal of the material which [ would
need to examine to conduct the Review would be in the form of documentation and that
a significant amount of my time would be spent reading rather than interviewing people.
It was also obvious to me that there would be individuals I would be able to identify
from those documents from whom I would like to hear and of whom I would be likely to

have questions. Those individuals I contacted and invited to speak to me in interview.

I also knew from the outset that I would want to talk to Sandy Marks. | had been unsure
whether she would be willing to be interviewed and so had in mind contacting her
immediately to establish this. In fact she was keen to speak to me, to the extent that
because of a slight delay in being able to set up a secure email address, she had
contacted the Council asking to speak to me before I had been able to make contact with
her. Since the Terms of Reference fell into two distinct parts: first, the allegations made
in the Gazette; and then those parts which related to her time on Islington council; I
decided that it would be both useful to me and fair to her to talk to her more than once. I
wanted also to be able to talk to her when I had read sufficient archive and other
relevant documentary material to be able to put to her and ask her about those parts

which were relevant to my thinking.

In addition, I wanted to ensure that, in the event that a victim or survivor made any
allegations about Sandy Marks during the course of my Review, I had the chance to
speak to her about those allegations so as to give her a fair opportunity to respond. As it
transpired no one made any allegations about her conduct and so this issue did not

arise.

At Appendix 9 | append a list of those who I have interviewed. As part of my reading for
this Review I had read a suggestion from one contributor that the authors of an earlier
report, as part of their process, had held ‘off the record’ discussions or accepted ‘off the
record’ submissions. I took the opportunity when speaking to Kate Hart to ask her if
there had been ‘off the record’ interviews in the White Inquiry. To her knowledge there
had not been. There were confidential annexes to the report of those who were spoken
to but if a name was redacted that did not mean that there had been an informal
conversation. She also made the point that not all of what every person they spoke to

said to them would have appeared in the final report. I did not need to investigate
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6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

further whether that had in fact happened. It was not an approach that I was prepared to
take. Similarly I had decided that I would not be prepared to take anonymous
contributions - as distinct from contributions from people whose identities were known
to me but which I might decide should remain confidential. As it turned out I was not

approached by any respondent anonymously.

Amongst the late communications I received was one from someone asking to remain
unidentified. As it turned out the communication was not one which has informed or

been part of my analysis in this Review.

In deciding who I would need to interview I tried to take a pragmatic and proportionate
approach and to keep in mind the following: because 1 had a large volume of
documentary material available to me I was able to find in it information which maae it
unnecessary for me to seek information by interview as I may otherwise have had to; I
was not reopening and investigating afresh the substance of the White Inquiry, still less
the articles preceding it in the Evening Standard and I did not take the view that I
needed to re-interview all of those who had been interviewed in connection with that
Inquiry or those who responded to and implemented the changes arising from its report.
Save in respect of those who self-identified as victims or survivors (as to which more
below) I only sought to interview those who I had reason to think could help me with
the Terms of Reference to which I was working. In some instances people I would have
liked to speak to had died. In some instances people I would have liked to speak to did

not respond to my request.

There are two other instances where I had hoped to speak to someone but was

ultimately unable to do so.

In one instance a tﬁird party during interview told me that they remained in contact
with a particular individual and offered to ask any question I might have of and relay
back to me the answer from that person who, in their view, would not wish to be
interviewed. Although I accept that that offer was made in good faith I did not think it
was an appropriate approach. As it happens I had in any event contact details for that
person, who had previously indicated to one of my research team a willingness to have
contact. I did approach them but received no response. I was able ultimately to resolve
by looking elsewhere what I had intended to discuss with this individual but I felt some
disquiet that someone who had previously expressed themselves as willing to receive
contact was unresponsive when contacted by the means given. Very late in the day as |

was writing up this Report I received a response to my approach, although not one that

31



6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

indicated a willingness to assist substantively. As indicated, by then I had resolved what

I would otherwise have wished to ask them about.

The other instance also arose following an attendance at interview when | was contacted
to ask whether I would wish to hear from (but not offered contact details for) a named
individual who, it was said, remembered information about one of the addresses with
which the Fallen Angels were said to be connected in 1980. I said that I did and asked for
the contact details of the Review to be passed to that person, or theirs to me. I heard
nothing more, despite my further enquiry. In this instance I do not know how talking to
this person might have added to my knowledge of the situation in 1980. I was however,
as detailed elsewhere in this report, able to identify from archive material sufficient
evidence of the connection between addresses in North London, Fallen Angels and

Sandy Marks to reach the conclusions I have.

I thought it would be unsafe and unwise to proceed on the basis that | would be able to
identify for myself all of those who might have useful information or experiences to
contribute to my Review and | therefore released a call for information drawing
attention to the Terms of Reference of the Review and inviting those who believed that
they had information relevant to those terms to contact me and providing both an email
address and a postal address at which they could do so. The call for information was
posted on the London Borough of Islington website; on twitter and re-tweeted on social
media; and published in the local Islington press. Most of the responses I had to the call
for information came from within Greater London but [ also received responses from

other parts of the country and from abroad.

Not all of the responses to the call for information seemed at first glance to bear directly
on the Terms of Reference. I cautioned myself however against taking too prescriptive a
view, without further exploration, of whether a contribution was likely to be relevant.

Sometimes it is only by hearing further that the relevance emerges.

Some responses came from people who identified themselves as victims and survivors
of abuse experienced whilst children in the care of Islington Council. I was especially
conscious in relation to those respondents that their lived experience and the desire to
contribute it to a process of review relating to the Council in whose care they had been
when abused required some careful thought. It seemed right to me to listen to, rather
than to shut out, those who were willing to share their personal experiences if they

related to the time frame of the Terms of Reference which I was examining in relation to
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6.13

6.14

6.15

6.16

Sandy Marks, even if to me it did not seem likely that their experiences would be directly

relevant to the relatively focussed Terms of Reference of my Review.

Even in those instances where | thought it was right to invite to talk to me personally
someone who had come forward and asked to do so, | retained some anxiety about
where the line should be drawn. There is also underway as part of the Independent
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (‘IICSA’) a valuable and overdue opportunity for those
who have experienced abuse to speak of that experience and be heard in a confidential
and supportive setting — ‘The Truth Project’. A question I asked myself was whether
those who came forward to tell me of their experiences in Islington should be redirected
to that resource - though I note that in fact in at least one instance a respondent had
already spoken to the Truth Project. I was conscious that the interviews I offered victims
and survivors were neither the same model, nor for the same purpose as the Truth
Project. I hope that anyone attending for interview in whatever capacity would feel that
they were heard and listened to with respect and courtesy and that such questions as 1
asked were clear and straightforward. Nevertheless the primary purpose of
interviewing people was to hear from those who had, or might have, information
relevant to my Review and to help me in addressing the questions I had been asked

about Sandy Marks.

After considered reflection I decided that the right approach was invite to interview
those victims and survivors who expressed a wish to speak to me if, so far as I was able
to tell - they fell into the time frame I had been asked to look at in relation to Sandy
Marks. Insofar as it has helped me with my Terms of Reference I have said so. In so far as
what I have heard should, in my view, inform and form part of the thinking of others I

have similarly indicated that.

A balance however had to be struck. Some respondents wished to tell me of experiences
which related to the early 1970 and 1960s and into the 1950s. Those responses I
received from people whose lived experiences were far outside the time frame of the
events | had been asked to consider in connection to Sandy Marks I did not interview. In
those instances | knew that to do so could not assist my Review whether as to the direct
questions | had been asked to address or as to the context of Sandy Marks’ state of

awareness either of management or of allegations of abuse.

There were other responses from individuals who, whilst obviously feeling a keen
interest were not (or did not identify themselves as) victims or survivors of time in

Islington’s care. Sometimes those responses were voluminous and clearly directed at

33



6.17

6.18

6.19

6.20

what the respondents felt should be far wider terms of reference. Some respondents

included in their communications lengthy written submissions to the Review.

There is an active and well-organised survivors network organisation in Islington called
the Islington Survivors Network ('ISN’). It was incorporated as a company limited by
guarantee in January 2017 and is run by a combination of victims and survivors and
people who advocate for victims and survivors. ISN has represented the interests of

victims and survivors to good effect with Islington Council.

Some individuals who contacted me to speak of their experience did so making explicit
mention of the fact that they had been alerted to the Review by the ISN. In one instance
the respondent had left on the email trail an email sent out by the ISN to members,
giving the Review contact email address along with its own advice to members in
relation to contacting the Review. It was surprising to me that on this email, amongst the
information being sent to members by the ISN, the Terms of Reference of the Review did
not appear. This caused me to worry that those being encouraged to contact me might
not have a proper understanding of the purpose for which I had been appointed. I was
anxious that an already vulnerable group should not misunderstand either the purpose
or remit of this Review and so from that point on, each time an individual contacted me 1
included in my reply a link to the call for information and Terms of Reference. [ did not
want them to come to speak to me thinking that I was investigating allegations of non-
recent child abuse, re-investigating the terms of reference of the White Report or

looking at a wider remit than I was.

Dr Liz Davies has been a dedicated supporter of the ISN. She appears as guarantor on its
incorporation documents and has been its spokesperson and staunch advocate. She has
devoted decades to her investigations in relation to child abuse in Islington. As will be
apparent from Chapter 17 of this Report she has had significant involvement in the
police investigations into reports of organised and network abuse. In the context of this
Review she was a person who was generous in her contribution both in terms of the
large volume of written material which she provided and in terms of her time in making

herself available to speak to me.

I realised - not least because some told me so - that there was an element of sharing of
knowledge and feeding back of information within the ISN and with Dr Liz Davies by
some victims and survivors who had contacted me and been interviewed and others
who had contacted me but who I had not asked to talk to me. There was some discontent

and upset felt by some at decisions | made which was communicated to me. I thought
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6.22

seriously about whether for that reason alone it would be better to see everyone who
wanted to talk to me, and, if I adopted that course, where the balance of respect and
potential for harm lay when I considered the purpose for which I would be talking to
people. It may be that I occasionally made the wrong decision. My own view is that if I
did, it was by inviting someone to see me for whom the distress of speaking was
disproportionate given my purpose. Certainly in at least two instances when I
interviewed people who expressed a very strong wish to come and who told me they
had been put in touch with me by the ISN, I had serious misgivings about whether, on

reflection, it had been emotionally harmful for them to have come for interview.

In deciding whether to interview these respondents, or any of them, I took in to account

the following:

a. That the Terms of Reference had been clear throughout my appointment - and
indeed prior to it when the Leader of the Council announced the Review on 28t

September 2017.

b. That there is underway in Islington a range of pieces of work to address that which
has been acknowledged as serious failure in the past, namely the continuing
dialogue and negotiation about the provision of ongoing support for the now adult
victims and survivors of non-recent child abuse; and what I understand to be
proceedings on foot in relation to legal action. The remit of the Review should not

without good reason trespass into that territory.

c. That where there were written submissions provided to me, especially where those
were of some length and detail, the need for an interview was often lessened or

obviated.

d. That the question of ‘the adequacy or otherwise of the way in which public bodies
have responded in the past to allegations of sexual abuse is specifically provided for
in the terms of reference of IICSA to which I have always anticipated that the

conclusions of this Review will be submitted.

e. That my Review is not a substitute for police investigation where allegations have

already been reported to the police.

There was no occasion when, in the course of speaking to me, someone made an
allegation not previously made in relation to a named abuser or of an experience of

previously unreported abuse. Against the possibility that such an occasion might arise I
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had identified a named officer at Islington Police working in cooperation with Operation
Winter Key with whom I could have encouraged contact or if appropriate made a

referral.

For the avoidance of doubt no one who came to speak to me gave me any information
suggesting a risk to a child or children such that I would have had to report it to the
Local Authority Designated Officer.

36
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7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

CHAPTER 7

The Impact Of Time And The Impact Of Language

One of the particular challenges of conducting a Review the subject matter of which is
now some significant distance into the past was, I found, to tread the line between
identifying that \;vhich was always unacceptable and should have been regarded as such
at the time, and that which should not have been accepted but which I am looking at
from a time when greater understanding has developed which would not have been in
people’s minds then. I found that [ needed on occasion to guard against looking with too
modern an eye and judging by too modern a standard. As I worked, I found it helpful to

stop from time to time and remind myself quite how long ago some of these events were.

Similarly with memory: in reflecting on what people were able to tell me and not tell me
of their memory of events of the early 1980s I found it helpful from time to time to pause

and reflect on how difficult an exercise that is.

The experience of reading archive documents brought home to me that the practicalifies
of professional and safeguarding communications of the time were also very different.
Urgent communications in the 1980s and early 90s might be faxed. Mobile phones were
not all pervasive. A ‘file’ means a paper file not an electronic one - so it isn’t backed up
and it isn’t distributed at the press of a button and it is not copied. All of that I realised

had an impact on the immediacy of communication which I take for granted today.

Language is something which is especially troublesome. I was startled by some of the
attitudes to sexuality and to read for example of allegations that young beople were
being ‘seduced into homosexuality. 1t was of course close to the time of the
controversial enactment of ‘Section 28’ enjoining local authorities to ‘not intentionally
promote homosexuality and schools not to ‘promote the teaching in any maintained

school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship'.

I found it shocking and offensive to hear and to read of children being described as
‘prostitutes’ or as having been ‘working as prostitutes’ before coming into care. I would
have expected to see them characterised as ‘abused or ‘exploited and it caused me
some very real disquiet. An example of this which gave me real pause for thought was a
publicly available video clip of Sandy Marks herself saying in interview by way of partial
explanation of the difficulties of providing care that young people had been ‘prostitutes

before they were taken into care.
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7.7

7.8

7.9

My initial thought was that this might be indicative of someone who had a distorted
view of children and the sexual abuse of children and I remained troubled by this. As
with all issues which I thought had a potential relevance for my Terms of Reference, 1
asked Sandy Marks about this in interview: She said to me that what I had to understand
was that this was how people spoke back then: anyone would have used the term
without it raising comment. | continued to be troubled by it - but as I read on | found
that it was indeed widely used. It had been used even in the White Report itself. When I
met Kate Hart I found her to be a most impressive child-centred social work
professional. I had to recognise that it was an indication of how commonly accepted it
then was, that so impressive a professional working in the field of child protection
would have seen nothing alarming in it at the time. I realised that 1 would be being
unfair to allow my intense distaste for it to influence my conclusions in relation to Sandy

Marks.

Elsewhere in this Report I have noted that 1 had heard directly the distress that the use

of the word ‘prostitute has caused to victims and survivors.

I am conscious also that the unthinking and unintentionally careless use of language
continues to have the scope for causing hurt and offence today. In this Report, save
where it is a repeat of a word used by others, I have avoided when talking about abuse
the use of ‘historic’ and preferred instead ‘non-recent’. Later on in this Report, in
Chapter 13, I have recorded some of the impressions that speaking to those who had
been so abused méde on me. The extent to which carelessly chosen words can cause real
hurt was one of the things that I understood more clearly from that experience. I have no
illusions that it is easy to avoid unwitting offence however. Some of those to whom I
spoke did not wish to be spoken of as ‘victims’, yet | know that others felt that the word
‘victim’ properly recognised what they had experienced; others preferred the use of the
word ‘survivor’; others preferred both; still another disliked either and impresse‘d on me
that they particularly did not like being called a survivor. The Independent Inquiry into

Child Sexual Abuse recommends the use of both - so ‘victims and survivors'.

Similarly I have come to appreciate the way in which to have one’s own lived experience
described as a ‘version’ or a ‘story’ carries with it a sense of being disbelieved. I
recognise that although in this Report I have tried, when discussing non-recent abuse
and the experience of those who have lived through it, to choose words with care and to

avoid using language which it is obvious to me will be offensive, there are very likely to
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be occasions when I will not have succeeded. To those who are continuing to live with

the effects of their experience of abuse I offer my apology if that is so.
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8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

CHAPTER 8

Pro Paedophile Thought And Activism In The 1970s And 1980s

The context for this Review and the allegations which lay behind it call for at least an
outline understanding of the way in which pro-paedophile organisations were active in

the 1970s and 80s.

The Paedophile Information Exchange (‘PIE’) was an organisation in existence from
1974 - 1984. Its stated aims and purpose were to effect the removal of stigma towards
and bringing about of a more permissive attitude in respect of those who had an interest
in sexual activity with children. It was not an underground organisation which was
hidden away from view. Startling though it is to see now for example, its members were
interviewed on Newsnight in 1983. Its members contributed to and wrote textbooks
which appeared on some social science undergraduate courses. As recently as December
1980, the former Chairman of PIE, Tom O’Carroll's book entitled Paedophilia: The

Radical Case was being reviewed in the London Review of Books.

There are some things which viewed through the lens of time and experience take on a
different aspect or are easier to understand. It is not my view that the Paedophile
Information Exchange falls in to that category. The clue is in the title. It is beyond my
comprehension that such an organisation with such aims could ever have attained, as |

see from the archive material that it did to an extent, mainstream acceptance.

In doing so it took, at least for a time, a place alongside other groups which sought a
future free of the discrimination and prejudice of the time: those representing gay men
and women; those advancing the equal treatment of women through feminist
organisations. It is mystifying and dispiriting to see, looking back at archive material
from that period, how it came to be interlinked with notions of sexuality and how to the
very great detriment of the perception of gay men in particular, as I see it, organisations

like the Gay Liberation Front allowed themselves to become aligned with it.

The Paedophile Information Exchange featured relatively prominently in the
mainstream press in 1979 when five of its members faced trial for conspiring to corrupt
public morals. The charges arose following a raid on the members’ homes in 1978 and
were related to the printing of contact advertisements calculated to promote indecent
acts between adults and children and the sending of correspondence between members

of PIE containing indecent material. In supﬁort of those five defendants there was
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-8.8

formed, by August 1979, an organisation called The Campaign Against Public Morals
(‘CAPM’). The CAPM had four stated aims:

a. To do whatever seems possible to bring about a satisfactory outcome for the

defendants.

b. To draw attention to the implications for civil liberties of the case, in particular its
attack on the fundamental freedoms for people of like mind to meet each other, the

freedom of association.

c. To further discredit the law of ‘conspiracy to corrupt public morals’, the abolition of

which has already been recommended by the Law Commission.

d. To raise public awareness of the repressive attitude towards sexual politics that led

to the charges.

In various places and within a number of organisations there was debate about the first
of those points, namely support for the PIE defendants. That included at the conference
which the article in the Islington Gazette alleged Sandy Marks had attended in 1980 and
within Fallen Angels. It was necessary for me in this Review to see whether and if so
over what period there was evidence of her engaging with CAPM notwithstanding the

fact that that organisation was not formed as a ‘pro-paedophile’ organisation.

The Paedophile Information Exchange has been the subject of much press attention in
more recent years and, as part of that, considerable debate and media discussion as to
how an organisation with such stated aims and purpose either came to be affiliated to
mainstream perfectly respectable organisations, most notably the National Council for
Civil Liberties (as it then was), or existed for so long. How those affiliations came about
is again beyond the remit of this Review and I neither offer further comment on that

aspect nor seek to go behind the conclusions others have reached elsewhere about it.

Part of the reason why the debate and discussion continues is because the (perfectly
proper libertarian) organisations to which it was from time to time affiliated or
associated included individuals/members who, over time, have attained some degree of
public prominence in politics, law and other professions. The association has caused
variously a need for explanation from, and in some instances investigation of, those
individuals. It is no part of the remit of this Review to comment on those investigations,
all of which have reached conclusions which do not impugn the integrity of those

concerned.
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It is right to observe that because the Terms of Reference invited me to consider the
nature extent and duration of Sandy Marks’ involvement in Fallen Angels and any other
pro-paedophile groups, some of the documentation I read related to and reproduced
some of the material generated by Fallen Angels and by the Paedophile Information
Exchange. Some of the material and contributions provided to me for this Review also
repeated earlier allegations that named public figures had been involved in and
sympathetic to the PIE and CAPM despite previous investigation of those allegations and
claims. 1 don’'t consider it necessary to consider here the repeated but already
investigated allegations, or to reproduce the names which were reported of those now
prominent individuals in connection with the investigations. I was not investigating or
revisiting the conclusions of others in that respect. The relevance of the material which |
read was to detect whether there was documentary evidence which linked Sandy Marks

to those organisations.

The organisation known as Fallen Angels appears to me to have been much less widely
known and established than the Paedophile Information Exchange. I had heard nothing
of it prior to this Review. In the course of the research and information gathering for this
Review, it was strikingly little found in material held in archive. Consideration of the
newsprint press of the 1970s and 80s, whilst revealing reporting of the Paedophile
Information Exchange, had nothing on the Fallen Angels. Similarly when 1 came to
interview contributors for this Review. Even those who I interviewed who had been
heavily invested over many years, in exploring, investigating and collating material
relating to what they believed to have been organised paedophile activity in the London
Borough of Islington had not heard of the Fallen Angels save as reported in the Islington

Gazette in May 2017.

Some who contributed to the Review noted, as did I, that there was, in the 1980s, a gay
pub in Islington called The Fallen Angel at which early meetings of gay men’s and
women'’s groups in Islington met. I found a good deal of evidence of it being a social hub
for gay people in North London; of politically active causes of the time such as support
for the miners strike and for organisations meeting head on the overwhelming
challenges of the mid 1980s - AIDS and HIV. Although I looked for it I found no evidence
whatsoever of any link to the Fallen Angels or paedophile information. No one who
mentioned it to me suggested or had any evidence of any link but simply speculated on

the coincidence of the name.
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As far as I have been able to discover Fallen Angels did not generate a body of
campaigning literature. If it did then it does not appear to have survived. What I have
seen of it is limited to the submissions prepared for and then arising from the
International Gay Association conference in April 1980. That was quite sufficient for me

to form a clear view of the organisation.
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CHAPTER 9

Sandy Marks And Her Role On Islington Council

Sandy Marks became a member of the Labour Party while living in Islington in 1976. She
was elected as a councillor for the London Borough of Islington on 6t May 1982 and
remained a councillor until 2001. During those 19 years she progressed through the
council, joining the Social Services Committee in 1983, becoming Chair of that
committee in 1986, a post she held intermittently until 1995, and becoming Mayor of
Islington for the period 1996 to 1997.

I have sought to identify as comprehensive a list as possible of the elected and appointed
positions Sandy Marks has held on Islington Council and elsewhere as its representative.
I had thought that there would be a register or log held somewhere in the Council of
those who had been elected which would be updated after each set of local elections.
This is however not the practice. The list which appears below I was able to compile
with the assistance of a senior and longstanding manager on Islington Council from
information contained within the annual council meeting minutes, the minutes of the
relevant committee or sub-committee meetings and the election notices and outcomes

for elected posts.

Through her role on the Council she was also a member of multiple other committees
and sub-committees both within the London Borough of Islington and the Londonwide
Borough committees. Because of the nature of the way that committees were created
and elected it was the case that councillors often held multiple posts on various

committees and sub-committees throughout their time as councillors.

Whilst I have tried to identify below each and every committee and sub-committee upon
which Ms Marks sat ~ and thus the areas in which she had the opportunity to influence -
I cannot be certain that this list is exhaustive. It does however reflect that which has
been possible to draw from the archive material that 1 have been able to see. As a
working tool it also gave me an overview of Ms Marks’ appointments and roles so as to
enable me to identify and read the relevant documents to analyse what they told me of

her role, her conduct, and her opportunity for influence and the exercise of powers.

I made the list available to Sandy Marks when I spoke to her. She did not disagree with
those posts identified but volunteered the additions that she thought that she had been

on the Women’s Committee right from the outset and that she had been Chair rather
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than a member of the Education Advisory Committee in 1983. Both are marked with an

asterisk in the list below.

9.6 The following represents an overview of the various posts held by Ms Marks on Islington

council from 1982 to 2001:

Annual Council 18th May 1982

Member of:

- Case Review Sub Committee

- Social Services Committee

Annual Council 10t May 1983

Member of:

- Development and Planning Committee

- Social Services Committee

- Policy (Finance and Expenditure) Sub-Committee
- Education Advisory Committee*

- Case Review Sub Committee

Annual Council 8t May 1984

Member of:

- Development and Planning Committee

- Social Services Committee

- Policy (Finance and Expenditure) Sub-Committee
- Case Review Sub Committee

- Adoption and Custodianship Panel

Annual Council 8% May 1985

Member of:

- Direct Labour Committee
- Policy and Partnership Committee

- Social Services Committee
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- Policy (Finance and Expenditure) Sub-Committee
- Case Review Sub Committee

- Adoption and Custodianship Panel

Annual Council 8t May 1986

Chair of Social Services Committee
Member of:

- Representative on Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee
- Representative on Association of London Authorities Social Services Committee

- Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

- Case Review Sub Committee

- Adoption and Custodianship Panel

Annual Council 29t April 1987

Chair of Social Services Committee
Member of:

- Adoption and Custodianship Panel
- Case Review Sub Committee

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee
Representative on Association of London Authorities Social Services Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council 29 April 1988

Chair of:

- Social Services and Health (Health) Sub-committee
- Policy and Partnership (Finance and Expenditure) Sub-Committee

Vice Chair of Social Services and Health Committee
Member of:

- Development and Planning Committee
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Technical Services Committee
Women’'s Committee*
Adoption and Custodianship Panel

Case Review Sub-Committee

Annual Council 28t April 1989

Member of:

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Voluntary Sector Committee

Education Committee

Policy and Partnership (Finance and Expenditure) Sub-Committee
Social Services and Health Corﬁmittee

Adoption and Custodianship Panel

Case Review Sub-Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council 24th May 1990

Chief Whip

Chair of Adoption and Custodianship Management Panel

Member of:

Neighbourhood Services / Social Services-:Committee
Education Committee

Social Services and Health (Health) Sub-committee
Case Review Sub-Committee

Joint Safety Sub-Committee

Finance and Property Services Sub-Committee

Contracts Panel Sub-Committee

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee
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Annual Council 2rd May 1991

Chief Whip
Chair of Adoption and Custodianship Panel (until June 1991 when different Chair appointed)
Member of:

- Neighbourhood Services Committee

- Police and Crime Prevention Sub-Committee

- Social Services and Health Policy Sub-Committee
- Contracts Panel Sub-Committee

- Case Review Sub-Committee

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council 7th May 1992

Chair of:

- Adoption and Custodianship Panel (re-appointed Chair on 1st September 1992)
- Case Review Sub-Committee

Member of:

- Neighbourhood Services Committee
- Joint Safety Committee

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee
Representative on Association of London Authorities Social Services and Health Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council 6t May 1993

Chair of Adoption and Custodianship Panel (last meeting 14.05.1993)
Chair of:

- Social Services and Health Policy Sub-Committee
- Case Review Sub-Committee

- Contracts Panel Sub-Committee
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Member of:

- Neighbourhood Services Committee
- Police and Crime Prevention Sub-Committee
- Ex-officio member of Housing Sub-Committee

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee
Representative on Association of London Authorities Social Services Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council 26 May 1994

Chair of:

- Social Services and Health Policy Sub-Committee

- Case Review Sub-Committee

- Adoption and Residence Order Sub-Committee
Vice Chair of:

- Neighbourhood Services Committee

Member of:

- Youth Affairs Sub-Committee
- Joint Consultative Committee with Camden and Islington Area Health Authority

Nominee for Association of Metropolitan Authorities Social Services Committee
Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Deputy Member on the London Waste Regulatory Authority

Annual Council 4t May 1995

Member of:

- Neighbourhood Services Committee

- Personnel Sub-Committee / Personnel Education Staff Committee
- Finance and Property Sub-Committee

- Police and Crime Prevention Sub-Committee

- Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee
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Annual Council 2nd May 1996

Mayor

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Annual Council May 1997

Chair of:

- Policy and Resources Finance and Property Sub-Committee

- Personnel (Education and Staff) Committee
- Personnel Sub-Committee
- Staffing Sub-Committee
- Joint Trade Union Sub-Committee
Vice Chair of:

- Policy and Resources (Personnel)
- Islington Building Services Sub- Committee

Member of:

- Education Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Representative on the Greater London Employers Association

Annual Council 7t May 1998

Labour Group Lead Member for Personnel
Member of:

- Strategic Planning and Resources Committee
- Cleansing and Transport Joint Venture Committee

Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Representative on the Greater London Employers Association
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Annual Council 13th May 1999

Member of:

- Community Safety Panel

‘Representative on London Boroughs Grants Committee

Substitute on:

- Strategic Planning and Resources Committee
- Social and Health Services Committee

- Race Equality Committee
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CHAPTER 10

The Evening Standard Articles And The White Report

The Evening Standard Articles 1992

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

On 6t October 1992 the Evening Standard published the first of a two part series of
articles by journalists Eileen Fairweather and Stewart Payne. Those articles made
serious allegations about the care of children who were the responsibility of the London
Borough of Islington Neighbourhood Services Department. The first article, called ‘ The
Scandal at the Heart of Child Care, reported that the journalists had ‘studied hundreds
of pages of confidential documents, and taped many hours of interviews with staff,
parents, children and police during the past 12 weeks' and that what had emerged from
those investigations was @ scandalous dereliction of duty by the Council,
institutionalised neglect that has exposed the most vulnerable children in its care to

paedophiles, pimps, prostitutes and pornographers.

The Evening Standard articles alleged that, as summarised in the White Report, ‘ children
in residential care were not safe, both because staff failed to act appropriately to protect
them from paedophiles and that staff themselves in some cases had been directly
responsible for the abuse of children in their care, and that Residential Homes care was
very poor. Furthermore the Evening Standard claimed that some staff had tried very
hard to bring these matters of serious concern to the attention of the neighbourhood
and senior managers within the department but that their concerns had been met with

a lack of concern and an absence of any appropriate action'.

That outline is intended to be no more than a thumbnail sketch of the Evening
Standard’s investigation since it is not the focus of this Review albeit that there is
reference to it in the Terms of Reference. It was ultimately as a consequence of that

reporting that the White Report came about.

Following these newspaper reports Islington Council commissioned a variety of
investigations into the state of child care practices in Islington at the time (the names
and dates of those reports are set out in Appendix 1). However, those reports, which
were each commissioned. to focus on specific aspects of the various concerns and
allegations made, failed fully to address the public concern that the Evening Standard
articles had understandably given rise to. Furthermore, in the course of the work

required to complete those reports further allegations were made and during the course
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of 1992 - 1994 more people approached the Evening Standard to raise additional
concerns in relation to their experiences of being in the care of Islington’s
Neighbourhood Services Department. Consequently Islington decided that there was a
need for a composite report in order to ‘pull all this work together, to explore previously
unpublished dossier information provided by the Evening Standard, and to produce a

final overview picture to these various and serious allegations'. So it was that the White

Report came about.

The White Report

10.5 In October 1994 Ian White, Director of Social Services for Oxfordshire County Council
and Kate Hart, Principal Officer for Service Development and Practice Standards for
Oxfordshire County Council, were commissioned by Islington Council to prepare a
Report of the Inquiry into the Management of Child Care in the London Borough of
Islington (for reasons explained in Chapter 1, hereinafter referred to as ‘the White
Report’).

10.6 The terms of reference for the White report were, in summary:

a. The Inquiry team should identify and list all allegations of misconduct by staff
employed (currently or formerly) by the London Borough of Islington and all
allegations of inappropriate treatment, including neglect and abuse, of children
accommodated by the London Borough of Islington. Thereafter the team should
check this list against the previous reports investigating child care practices in
Islington following the Evening Standard reports and identify those allegations, the
handling of which has yet to be fully and independently reviewed.

b. The Inquiry team should collate information in respect of each allegation, prepare a
clear chronology of events and comment and advise on what should happen in
respect of each allegation, namely whether the information indicates possible
criminal activity which the Inquiry must convey to the police without delay;
whether staff disciplinary measures are required; whether measures are needed to
protect children; whether there are legitimate complaints by or on behalf of
children’s services users that remain to be resolved; or whether the information

indicates that staff grievance procedures should be invoked.

c. The Inquiry team should review the investigation undertaken for the Borough into
missing files and, if appropriate, enquire as to the disappearance of relevant files in

the period being enquired into and comment and advise on the explanations for
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disappearance, the possible culpability of any staff members concerned and advise

on appropriate management and / or disciplinary action.

d. The Inquiry should make general comments on the implications of the Inquiry for

the state of practice in the Council's Social Services child care provision.

Investigations Undertaken For the White Report

10.7

During the course of their inquiry the team interviewed over 30 people, including
Islington Council officers and ex-officers, the Evening Standard Press reporters who had
written the articles publicly exposing the allegations, the authors of previous
independent reports into child care practices in Islington, police officers, social workers
and residential workers, Department of Health officials, Social Services Inspectorate
officials, and Islington councillors, including Sandy Marks, who was at the time the Chair
of the Social Services Sub-Committee. They read and analysed 13 previous reports
commissioned by Islington council looking at the provision of child care in the Borough
and they analysed all dossiers and other information presented to them in the course of
the inquiry and conducted a detailed analysis of the allegations that had been made in

relation to staff members and specific children.

Conclusions Reached in the White Report

10.8

The White Report reached the following general conclusions about the state of child care

practice in Islington:

a. ‘There are a series of issues which consistently run as a thread through [the
previous Inquiries and independent reports] and indicate bad and deficient practice

at the time. In summary, the key themes emerged were: -
o [ssues about delay.

e Practice where there was an absence of thorough consideration of facts,

information, history and planning.
e An inadequate level of administrative support.
e Poor supervision of staff
e Unavailability of expertise for complex cases.
e A lack of up-to-date training in child protection.

e Poor standards of case records..
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e An absence of management monitoring and reviewing in critical case decision
making.
o The confusion of roles between staff between the department and a consequential

- confusion of accountability.

» A lack of systems for monitoring the department’s work, quality standards and

implementation.

Islington did not respond as quickly and as comprehensively as it should to these
various reports and there are still a number of areas not completely and

satisfactorily covered which we believe should be addressed quickly .

b. ‘This Inquiry has sought to bring together all the previous work, and has charted an
organisation in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s that was for many different reasons
chaotic. Such a chaotic organisation breeds the conditions for dangerous and
negligent professional practices in relation to child care and the possibility that
many of the allegations made were true remains. What is sad is that Islington did
not systematically investigate them as they should have and as a result the
possibility remains that children have been abused and that abusers are still
working in the field elsewhere. We nevertheless now know that many changes have
been made within Islington to bring the child care function back to “centre stage”

with a new Chief Social Services Officer and Head of Neighbourhood Services with

newly established child care management arrangements and new managers too. We

very much hope that this report ends what must be a disastrous chapter in

Islington’s history.

c. ‘The Assistant Director with policy responsibilities for services to children and
families was someone to whom staff frequently referred matters of concern and
who featured in the Evening Standard as a key figure in the Department’s Senior
Management Team. There was an implied expectation that the person in this role
would respond and take action in respect of matters made known to her but
structurally, the department did not provide for this. This person was in a key role -
as the most senior staff member carried over from the Social Services Department;
as a senior child care figure and someone it is alleged knew much of the problems
subsequently brought to light. This person was also the key staff ‘interface’ with
Members and on whose judgment much rested. Responsibility for much of the
departmental quality of management and its response as concerns were raised,

rests with her'.
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d. ‘We have interviewed the key managers and their names are set out in the
confidential annex to this report. It seems inconceivable to us that allegations of the
kind outlined at the beginning of this chapter could not have surfaced to their level.
In our view, if they did know, they should have initiated the action outlined earlier
in this chapter; if they did not know, then they should have done... It is possible,
therefore, to conclude the existence of some kind of managerial vacuum or
weariness amongst managers working in what must have been at certain times a
very demoralised department with poor and fragmented leadership, if that. Again,
however, whilst understanding these dynamics, it cannot be ignored that line
mangers should have visited those Homes, should have taken necessary action,
should have spoken to children, should have had proper supervisory systems,
should have had proper appraisal arrangements, should have carried out spot
checks, and should have responded to allegations as serious as the ones made and

now investigated.

e. ‘When the allegations became public Islington did not respond as they should have

on many counts'.

10.9 Inrespect of allegations of staff misconduct and inappropriate treatment of children and

young people the White report concluded as follows:

a. ‘Many of these allegations involved criminal behaviour as well as staff misconduct
and the standard response of any Social Services Department then and now should

have been as follows:
* Suspension of staff implicated and a full disciplinary investigation with a concluding
investigative disciplinary hearing;
* A review of the particular child’s case on a multi-disciplinary basis s.upervised by

ACPC.

* A joint Police and Social Services investigation in those circumstances where it

appears there might be criminal behaviour.

The responsibility for ensuring that such an investigative system was in place rested
with the Council and Senior Officers of Islington during the period in question. It is
clear that Islington did not initiate the type of investigation they should have and as a
consequence the possibility remains that staff engaged in abusive behaviour are now
working elsewhere in the field with potentially serious consequences. Islington

should have known and acted; they clearly did not.
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b.

‘The personnel implications of this report are profound and may have far reaching
consequences. Islington’s response at the time was far from satisfactory and this

report feels like “closing the door when the horse has long bolted”.

10.10 In respect of the allegations about named children, which included ‘investigation of

organised sex rings and network abusée the conclusions reached were:

a.

b.

‘The state of some Children’s Homes at the time was very poor indeed.
‘There had been lack of investment in those Children’s Homes'.

‘That line management standards throughout the complete period were very poor,
often with middle managers with responsibility for children’s centres not carrying

out those responsibilities professionally or knowledgeably .

‘Some of the allegations involved the response Islington made to allegations of
organised abuse. These were checked out and investigated fully with the
Metropolitan Police, Social Services Inspectorate and others and we found that with
the exception of one conviction in relation to a staff member at a residential school,
Islington did investigate these allegations and we found no evidence to support
assertions of organised abusée. ‘The Social Services Inspectorate has reviewed the

paperwork and has come to a similar conclusion'.

‘We have concluded above that allegations of organised abuse were investigated but
not substantiated. With regard to all the other matters, the overall picture
presented by enquiring into the allegations concerning the abuse or neglect of
children is one where there was no strong ethos of promoting children’s rights and
protecting children at risk. The welfare of young people, particularly those in
residential homes, received insufficient time and attention at management levels

and children were not afforded basic standards or accommodation or care.

10.11 And, in relation to the allegations about missing files, conclusions were reached on each

10.12

specific case, with the overall conclusion that ‘there is no evidence to support the

allegations of collusion, but there is significant evidence to support the assertion that

‘missing files”were a feature of poor administrative systems'.

Ultimately, the White report was extremely critical of the state of child care practice and
management in Islington and made a raft of recommendations for how such

management and practices should be improved.
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11.2

CHAPTER 11

The Islington Gazette Allegations

On 11th May 2017 the Islington Gazette published the first of a series of articles by Emma
Youle and Ramzy Alwakeel relating to Sandy Marks, entitled ‘Kids’ abuse sandal: shame
of ex-councillor’s pro-paedo past. The articles relied upon documents obtained from the
London School of Economics archives dating back to the 1980s which, the paper
reported, evidenced Ms Marks’ ‘/inks to a pro-paedophile group that supported child sex
in early 1980. The documents relied upon included newsletters, periodicals and
decades-old minutes of meetings, in particular in relation to an International Gay
Association conference in Spain in April 1980, at which members of a pro-paedophile
group called Fallen Angels attended and advocated for ‘the right to form alternative
relations with kids - on their terms, and to affirm the erotic in those relations (as

quoted in the Islington Gazette).

The specific allegations made against Sandy Marks in the various Islington Gazette

articles published in May 2017 can be summarised as follows:

a. She attended a meeting of the Conspiracy Against Public Morals to discuss tactics
for a Paedophile Information Exchange defence campaign on 11th September 1979.

Paedophile Information Exchange Chairman Tom O’Carroll was also at this meeting.

b. She attended a conference with a radical pro-paedophile activist group, Fallen
Angels, in 1980. The conference was the International Gay Association conference in

April 1980 in a village outside Barcelona. At that conference:

i. Sandy Marks is listed as a delegate and as a contact person for Fallen Angels at
an address in Hornsey Rise, N19;

ii. Fallen Angels circulated a 10,000-word paper called Corrupting Children:
Children, Paedophilia and the Struggle ‘that decried child protection as “a racket”

and gave a summary submission on paedophilia, which had Ms Marks’ initials on

it.

c. She was a planned co-author of a book with _ a member of Fallen Angels .
Handwritten minutes of the Gay Rights Committee of the National Council for Civil

Liberties meeting on 13th June 1980 record a discussion about this.
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11.3

d. She met with Eileen Fairweather and Stewart Payne approximately one month

before their story was published in October 1992 and [A148]:
i. She was told about the abuse they were going to report.

ii. She ‘indicated that she was indifferent to what the kids got up to sexually - she
had a very libertarian view, and spoke as if they were free agents. (Eileen

Fairweather as quoted in the Islington Gazette in May 2017).

iii. She asked to see the evidence but would not agree to protect sources’

confidentiality.

It was these articles and Islington Council’s concern about the allegations made therein
about a previous Councillor and Mayor of Islington, that initiated the process which
resulted in my instruction, the details of which have been set out in Chapter 1 of this

Report.
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12.1

12.2

12.3

CHAPTER 12

Sandy Marks’ Response To The Islington Gazette Allegations

As I came to consider the first of the Terms of Reference I wanted, as well as talking to
Sandy Marks myself about the allegations which had been made in the Islington Gazette,

to look at how she had already responded to them.

Prior to her discussions with me, Sandy Marks had provided four responses to the
Islington Gazette allegations relating to her involvement with the Fallen Angels: the first
in an interview with journalists Emma Youle and Ramzy Alwakeel when they attended
her home on 3rd May 2017 in the course of their pre-publication investigation; the
second in two phone calls with Ramzy Alwakeel on 4t May 2017; the third in an email to
the Islington Gazette journalists following their attendance at her home and prior to
publication; and the fourth by way of an email to the Corporate Director of Housing and
Adult Social Services at Islington Council in September 2017 when he provided her with
a copy of James Goudie QC and Holly Stout’s opinion before the Council published that

opinion.

[ have set out in the passages which follow a summary of the various responses that

Sandy Marks has given on those occasions.

Interview 3rd May 2017

12.4

12.5

As part of their investigations Emma Youle and Ramzy Alwakeel doorstepped Sandy
Marks on 3rd May 2017. They had in their possession a copy of a letter to Sandy Marks of
the same date which set out that they were contacting her to ‘offer a right of reply to a
story that is due to be published in the Islington Gazette which will ‘report on
documents seen by the Gazette that show your links to pro-paedophile activist groups in
the late 1970s and early 1980s' and then set out a summary of the allegations they
intended to publish (which are set out in the previous Chapter of this report). A copy of
that letter was provided to Sandy Marks on 34 May 2017 and an interview conducted

with her that day when she invited the journalists into her home.

The interview was recorded, about which I say more in Chapter 14. I have seen a
transcript of that interview prepared by Emma Youle and Ramzy Alwakeel from the
audio recording and their short hand notes made contemporaneously and I have

listened to the recording.
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12.6

12.7

The interview was lengthy with many matters discussed that it is not proportionate or
necessary for me to set out here. However, with specific reference to the allegations
about Sandy Marks’ alleged involvement with the pro-paedophile group the Fallen
Angels, Ms Youle told Ms Marks about certain documents from the London School of
Economics Archives relating to Fallen Angels (I discuss the detail of those documents in
my analysis at Chapter 14) and asked if she could remember the name Fallen Angels. In
response Sandy Marks initially said, ‘Remember I've been really ill and I have a memory
problem anyway. I don’t see how I can comment without seeing it Just because it says
my name doesn’t mean it's me, apart from anything else. I do believe my name is not
uniqué . She said she did not remember attending a conference in Barcelona in 1980
and denied ever having been to Barcelona. She denied being a paedophile saying ‘4nd no

I'm not a paedophilé .

She was shown by the two journalists a photograph from the April 1980 IGA newsletter
which the Islington Gazette alleged was a photograph of her. Sandy Marks said the
following in response - I set out in full the relevant passage taken from the transcript of

the recording:

‘Emma: Would you like to see this picture?
Sandy: Does it look like me?

Emma: We'’ve been led to understand it is you Sandy, but it's only fair to let you have a
look at it. So...

Ramzy: so this is from an account of that conference.
Sandy: God, right

Emma: That is you, yeah?

Sandy: Yep, well, there you go.

Emma: Listen Sandy you'’ve been very open... we are responsible journalists and we
really wanted to give you as full an opportunity to comment. I understand the nuance of
what you're saying to us... We are confident in what we've seen and I would just like to
give you every opportunity to make sure you have a response.

Sandy: Well there’s nothing more [ can say is there.
Ramzy: Well you’ve given a very full response.

Sandy: But, what can I say.

Emma: Is it fair to say that you don’t feel you can comment.

Sandy: Well I don't remember it, I can see the picture but to be really honest I don’t
remember it.

Sandy: I could have sworn blind that | wasn't there. I don’t have any recollection at all of
being there. But are you sure that picture is taken there?
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Emma: I've seen it in the conference newsletter.

Sandly: No, no, no but are you sure it wasn't taken in London.

Emma: As I understand it Sandy I think it's pretty clear that it was there.
Ramzy: It's in contemporaneous minutes basically.

Sandy: What can [ say? | could pretend it's not me - terrible haircut. But that’s a picture
of me’

Telephone Calls 4t May 2017

12.8

12.9

12.10

12.11

On the morning of 4th May 2017, the day after the interview, Sandy Marks phoned the
Islington Gazette, the primary purpose of which call appears to have been to establish
whether they were going to publish the story. The note of these phone calls that I have
seen are transcripts drawn up by Ramzy Alwakeel from the shorthand notes that he
made during the conversation rather than formal transcripts of the entire discussions:

the phone calls were not audio recorded.

During this short phone conversation with Ramzy Alwakeel Sandy Marks is noted as

having said the following:

‘You said it was in the public interest. That makes the assumption that | knew, [about the
abuse]. If you put all of that stuff in, I just have to go away. I can’t talk to anybody about
it. I don’t have anybody who can write on my side about why what I thought when I was
twenty-something doesn’t count and later ‘If you write associations then people will
read it like they want. How do you tell your children that something stupid you did for a
little while before most of them were born is going to be on the front page of the

newspaper?.

In relation to the photograph in the IGA Conference April 1980 newsletter she is noted
as saying, ‘/ could have pretended it wasn’t me, that it - so you have got this photograph
which you tell me was taken there. You're telling me, and I'm believing you, that the

picture was linked to something else'.

Throughout the interview on 31 May 2017 and repeated in this phone call on the
following day Sandy Marks denied knowledge of any abuse going on within Islington'’s
children’s homes prior to being informed of the Evening Standard allegations by Eileen
Fairweather - Sandy Marks repeatedly distinguished between what she described as
‘historic’ abuse, about which members of Islington council were made aware prior to the
Evening Standard allegations, and abuse that was, at the time of her being informed by

Eileen Fairweather, on-going. It was the latter that she was saying she did not know
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12.12

12.13

about prior to Eileen Fairweather informing her. In the phone call with Ramzy Alwakeel

on 4th May 2017 Sandy Marks is noted as saying,

‘I believe [the investigation into abuse] was done properly, but then I didn’t know that
any of it [the abuse] was current And if I had known that it was current then that’s -
there’s a difference between history, which needs to be investigated too, but things

going on at the time, that I tried to stop, and that was terrible.

If children were being abused while I was chair of social services and I didn’t stop it
that’s shameful. But I didn’t know and so - it's my fault that | didn’t know and that’s why
there should be another [illegible] because if there was - if the investigation had been

done properly, then people should have been charged.

If1 had known - that's why my original response [to Eileen] was a bit cold - I was getting
second-hand knowledge from somebody who wasn'’t giving any names, and it would
have been completely different if | had known who, why, where. Because then I wouldn’t
have stopped. But being told that there was no evidence or it was in - anyway, it was all

[y

in the past...

1 genuinely didn’t know and wouldn't have allowed it

Later that same day Ramzy Alwakeel called Sandy Marks to inform her that the paper
was planning to publish the story as discussed. During this brief discussion Sandy Marks

is noted as saying:

‘I don’t’ really understand how, from the way I am now, how [ could have been so stupid
as to have - there’s no point me saying - I don’t - it’s not - I don’t understand how [

could have got myselfinto it.

Because I can’t believe - maybe I didn’t read the stuff - I don’t know. Maybe - I can’t see
me having stood up and said ‘These are my views and they are the ones that believe that
men of any age can have sex with anybody of any age that they feel like.’ I can’t believe -

that’s just not anything.
And later,

‘If what you're saying Fallen Angels think, that five year olds can consent - they can’t
even consent to cross the road without someone holding their hand, I don't think I
would have ever had agreed with that, although I can’t tell you - no. It's not in my

nature.

Shortly afterwards, and in advance of the publication date (which was 11t May 2017)

the Islington Gazette provided Sandy Marks with copies of the relevant archive
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documentation upon which they were basing their story; in particular the sections of the
April 1980 IGA conference newsletter that mentioned Sandy Marks by name, and the
page containing the photograph alleged to be Sandy Marks which she had identified as
herself on 3rd May 2017.

Email 9t May 2017

12.14 On 9t May 2017, prior to publication of the Islington Gazette articles, Sandy Marks
emailed Emma Youle and Ramzy Alwakeel to provide a written response to the
allegations they had raised with her during their meeting on 3rd May 2017 and in the
letter of that date that they had provided to her on that day. In that email she wrote as

follows:

‘I write in response to your letter of 4t [sic] May and our subsequent conversations, to
clarify my response to the untrue, unfounded and malicious allegations made against
me.

Fallen Angels

I completely deny that I have ever been a member of a group called Fallen Angels, either
before, during or since the early 1980s.

1 did not attend an International Gay Association conference in Barcelona in April 1980
and therefore am unable to comment as to what may or may not have been discussed at
that event. Any photograph you have of me could not have been taken at that event, as |
again strongly reiterate I was not in attendance.

CAPM

I completely deny that I attended a meeting of the Conspiracy/Campaign Against Public
Morals in September 1979 or at any other time. I can also state that I have never been a
member of that organisation.

NCCL Gay Right Committee

You do not say whether or not you are claiming I attended the alleged meeting on 13
June 1980, which I can categorically state I did not. I can also state that I was never a
member of the NCCL Gay Rights Committee. I can also categorically state that I never
had any plans to write a book on paedophilia with — I would therefore
suggest that the minutes that you claim to have are a complete fabrication.

Paedophilia & Public Morals

I am unclear as to what you are claiming in regard to this, but as I have never been a
member or had any connection with either Fallen Angels or CAPM, I would be
completely unaware as to what those organisations publications were.

For the record I do not recall having ever met Tom 0’Carroll, || GG -GG
Evening Standard
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I do not deny that I spoke to journalists from the Evening Standard and other members
of the press, but I do deny that in those interviews I was ever hostile or indifferent to
notions of abuse.

In light of this I also deny Islington Survivors Network claim that I held pro-paedophile
views in 1979 and 1980 and therefore such views had any influence over inquiries in
1991 and 1985 [sic], when I was chair of Islington’s Social Services Committee.

If despite my strong rebuttal and denial of the allegations you have made, you continue
to publish them, I will have no option but to consult my lawyers for redress.

Email 10t September 2017

12.15

12.16

12.17

12.18

By email of 10t September 2017 to Sean McLaughlin, then Corporate Director of
Housing and Adult Social Ser'vices, in response to him having sent her a copy of James
Goudie QC’s opinion, Sandy Marks provided a detailed response to the proposed Terms
of Reference for the Review which appeared at the conclusion of that opinion, which, in

summary, stated as follows:
In relation to Term of Reference 1A:

a. ‘Idispute [that I was involved with Fallen Angels and other pro-paedophile groups]
for the following reasons. I have no knowledge of the International Gay Association.
My knowledge of PIE is based bn public knowledge of one of its members, Tom
O’Caroll [sic], being imprisoned. I do not and did not know Tom O’Caroll [sic]. There
Is insufficient evidence to prove that [ was at the IGA event near Barcelona in April
1980. The newsletter does not state that I am one of the people in the picture or

that the photo was taken at that event' .

b. ‘I believe my initials are very common and could belong to any number of people... |

believe that Sandy is a fairly common name and is used by both genders' .

C. ‘The idea of me writing a book is preposterous. I am not dyslexic, as stated in the
document and with reference to the report by the Gazette, but struggled with
English in school.

In relation to Term of Reference 1B she wrote ‘As / was not involved with any of the
above mentioned grounds I do not beljeve that there would have been any impact on my

work on the Adult Social Services Committee

In response to Term of Reference 1C she wrote that ‘/ was aware of some problems in
Social Services before 1992. When I became Chair of the Social Services Committee in

1986 1 visited several sites to get an understanding of how things worked operationally.
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12.19

12.20

This included visiting some of the neighbourhood offices, children’s homes, older people
homes and a mental health day centre. I spoke with staff who raised concerns about
organisational structure as well as issues about practice. Any issues raised were relayed

to the Director of Social Services who then took them to the senior management team'.

And in respect of Term of Reference 1D, she simply repeated that ‘as 7 was not involved

in any of these groups I have no comment to make on this point.

In that email Sandy Marks also challenged the reporting of her discussion with the
Islington Gazette journalists from the 34 May interview that had been quoted in the May

2017 articles, writing that,

‘there were mixed messages and confusion during the interview as [ believed they, the
Journalists, were talking about one thing, abuse in children’s homes, when they were in
fact talking about another thing, my involvement with organisations. The interview was
recorded without my knowledge or consent. The journalists arrived at my home as |
came home from work. They were aware of my illness, ME, and the fact that my father
had passed away recently. | was exhausted and confised as happens with my condition.

The questions they asked confused me and this is evident in the transcript'.

Interviews as part of my Review

12.21

12.22

12.23

All of this I had seen and read carefully before meeting Sandy Marks to interview her for
this Review. The process of how I made decisions about who to interview and how those

interviews were conducted is detailed elsewhere within this Report.

I interviewed Sandy Marks on two occasions: the first on 6th March 2018 to ask her
about the first of my Terms of Reference and the Islington Gazette allegations regarding
her links to the Fallen Angels; the second on 27t March 2018 to ask her about Terms 1B

- 1D of my Terms of Reference and her role on Islington council.

Sandy Marks was, although offered an alternative venue, willing to come to Islington
Town Hall to meet me: she was generous with her time. I had been clear with her that |
would provide her with the opportunity in advance of talking to her to see and read
copies of documents which I wished to discuss with her. I was unwilling to circulate or
to allow off the premises those parts of the archive documents which contained
paedophile material or propaganda, although as it turned out, the great majority of it she
had already had provided to her by the Islington Gazette. I asked her whether she

needed access to advice or assistance and whether she wished to be accompanied by
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12.24

12.25

anyone at our meetings. She did not want advice or assistance but informed me that she

would be accompanied at each meeting by her advocate ||| N N

In speaking to me Sandy Marks denied that she had any involvement with Fallen Angels;
denied that that she had attended the IGA conference in April 1980; denied that she had
in fact ever been to Barcelona; and denied that she appeared in the photograph which

appeared in the IGA conference newsletter.

I set out in Chapter 14 which follows my analysis of the documentary and archive
material; of Sandy Marks’ responses to me in interview and her responses to others

which were made available to me; and what I learned from my interviews with others.
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13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

CHAPTER 13

The Contribution Made By Victims And Survivors To This Review

None of the victims and survivors 1 spoke to were able to give me information which
bore directly on the Terms of Reference which had been set for the Review. None had
met Sandy Marks when they were children in the homes and she was either a member
or Chair of the Social Services Committee although I knew from other records, and from
speaking to her, that she had visited some of the homes when she first became Chair in
1986 and also once the allegations of abuse were raised by the Evening Standard. Only
one of the victims and survivors I spoke to told me that he remembered seeing her in
conversation with someone else at a home. One told me she had seen her signature on
documents in her file. That was not something that was either surprising or sinister to
me once | had read the minutes of the committee meetings since before the Children Act
1989 social workers wishing to make an application for secure accommodation could
not make such an application to court until approved by a panel consisting of a social
worker, a member of the Social Services Committee and often, a lay individual. 1 deal

with this in more detail in relation to consideration of my Term of Reference 1B.

On a strictly narrow interpretation then, some might take the view that I learned
nothing beyond confirmation of that which I could find elsewhere that Sandy Marks' role
when a member or Chair of social services was not one which was ‘hands on’ in the day
to day running of the children’s homes in the borough. I take a different view. I think I

learned something more of the context in which the Terms of Reference are set.

It is easy to give offence and I know that some of those who survived a childhood in the
care homes of Islington will be reading this Report, and that many have felt patronised
and condescended to in the past. I hope that they will not feel it patronising when they
read here that it was, for me, a humbling experience to meet those I met, and to listen to

what they wished to tell me.

It would be crass to suggest that listening to those victims and survivors who came to
talk to me meant that I could fully understand what they had lived through as a result of
past failures in the Islington Care homes. What it is right to say however is that hearing

it is something quite different from reading about it.
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13.5

13.6

13.7

13.8

13.9

13.10

Each of those who trusted me with their experience and who spoke of their own past
said to me that they wanted to be sure that other children in the care system should

have better lives and proper care.

I promised each that I would not write about their experiences in a way which identified

them and I will not. None of the names I have used are their real names.

Lucie told me that even today she feels shame that she was sexually abused and that
although she has been told many times it is not her fault ‘it’s hard really to believe that
and you have to keep telling yourself. She told me that she didn't like really to be called

a survivor; she preferred to be called a thriver. She said I could borrow that word.

Marian told me that she had only very recently been able to give a name to the earliest
feeling she could remember having; and that name was fear. She explained that as a
child and young person in care she had never been asked what she thought or felt about
any of the decisions made for her and had no memory of ever making a choice. She told
me that even today the stigma of having been in the care system is bad enough - she
sees it in the way people look at her when they hear it - but to have lived with having
been abused in that system makes it impossible to live with. She never speaks of it. She
has a family of her own who know nothing of it. She has a responsible job and is good at
it. It had taken her a long time to ask for help and she is not yet ready to take more help
even though she thought the fact that the Council is now offering it is ‘fantastic. She
hoped it would remain available for when she felt what she called ‘brave enough’ to do

it.

Denis told me not only of the abuse and humiliation he had suffered but also the
continuing pain he felt that he could not remember a single occasion during his
childhood when someone had given him a cuddle and that even today in middle age he
struggles to form relationships with others and really to understand how family life
works. He told me how the anger he has been left with affects all areas of his life and has
a knock on effect on how people misunderstand and react to him. This includes for

example accessing health services such as GP surgery visits.

Amongst those who contacted me were several who found the use of the word ‘care’ to
describe their earlier lives offensive. I noticed that more than one when writing wrote
‘care’ exactly in that way. Joanne was one of several people who told me that she had felt
that there was no one looking after her who cared about her. At 13, she told me, she was

visiting the homes of people who were, she said, known in the area to be sexually
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13.11

13.12

13.13

abusing children and who were abusing sexually her own boyfriend. It was when she
became a mother herself that she looked back and wondered why no one had cared
enough to make sure she was safe. During her years in care she was raped three times
but had, she told me, thought nothing much of it because she thought she was worthless.
It was again as her own daughters grew up and she thought about how she would want
to protect them, that she realised how little was done to protect her. She had had her
first child soon after leaving care. There were occasions when she needed help. She told
me that she did not ask for help until her youngest child was old enough to be beyond
the reach of social services. As she told me this she remarked on the irony that it should

feel unsafe to ask for help from the people who were supposed to be there to help.

Gail was an especially telling contributor because from a distance of many years she
remembered still with fondness and warmth her experience of being well cared for
when she first found herself in an Islington care home. She told me that those who ran
the home were fair, treated her kindly listened to her and imposed boundaries and rules
she could understand. The shock remains with her of the stark contrast when later she
was moved to a home in which, she told me, she was treated harshly and was sexually
abused by a member of staff. Even today, decades on, she feels that the abuse was her
fault because she could not stop it. In an echo of what I heard from others she said that
understanding it was not her fault is different from being able to feel it is not her fault.
Being diagnosed only very recently with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder after a referral
from her GP has helped her to understand why her experiences in the second home
seem to play like a video tape on a loop in her head. Her hope from therapy is to slow the

tape and eventually to stop it.

Elsewhere I have expressed a view about some of the language which has been used in
the past to speak about children. Marian, who told me she had been sexually abused in
care, had seen the press interviews with Sandy Marks in which she described children as
‘working as prostitutes’before they came into care. ‘Was I a prostitute at 147’ Marian

asked me.

At the time of the White Report there was adverse comment about the loss of files and
the Council’s failure to keep safe records. This had impeded to an extent that Report’s
authors in their work. Incredibly, the original/aréhived papers from lan White and Kate
Hart’s inquiry could not be found by the time I came to conduct this Review and so the
consequence of missing files was something I too had well in mind. Talking to Joanne

gave me another and different perspective on it. She had asked for and received the files
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13.15

from her time in care. She found that they were incomplete with significant events in her
life unrecorded or removed. It left her feeling, she told me, as if experiences she had
lived through, and which still affected her today, were either not important enough to
record or were being hidden away. It meant to her that part of her life and history was
missing. I had heard similar confusion and distress from Marian who had afsb asked for
and received her file, but found barely anything in it. From birth she had Been in care,
though never in a family. So, for her, her files would cover her whole childhood and she
had hoped to find something of her birth identity - the name perhaps of her mother and
whether she had birth family somewhere. As I listened to her, 1 thought about the
importance we in the Family Justice system today attach to life story and identity work
for children who leave their families of origin and are placed for adoption. The
consequence of a lost file in forensic terms for those conducting Reviews and Inquiries is

one thing; this was something other.

What I have recounted here are no more than glimpses of the individual experiences of

pain, fear and humiliation which lie behind words like ‘victims’, ‘survivors’ and ‘abused’.

These lasting and life long consequences of abuse experienced as children illustrate that
the support and provision for victims and survivors must also be lasting and life long.
Several of those who talked to me said that they were pleased about the idea of
specialist counselling being part of the support offered but some also told me of the
difficulty of just scratching the surface of the work and then the counselling ceasing to be
available. I have been impressed by the commitment of Islington Council today in its
determination once and for all to put in place support. 1 hope that that determination
includes, as it should, a will to make sure that all those who need it will have it for as

long as they need it and whenever they feel able to take it.
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CHAPTER 14
Term Of Reference 1A

Sandy Marks’ Attendance at the International Gay Association Conference in April 1980 and
In Volvem‘m Fallen Angels

14.1 The following section sets out in some detail the evidence which I considered in relation
to the allegation of Sandy Marks’ association with pro paedophile groups. The detail is
intended to make it possible for those reading this report who will not have the
documents and archive material I saw, to understand the way in which I have reached
conclusions. I made available to Sandy Marks, in advance of speaking to her, copies of all
the documents to which I make reference here. | asked her questions and gave her the
opportunity to comment on any documents which appeared to me to have relevance. |

was explicit in doing so as to what | thought that relevance was.

14.2  The allegations of Sandy Marks’ association with pro paedophile groups were first made
public in the Islington Gazette articles of May 2017, the detail of which is set out in
Chapter 11 of this report. It is those allegations that formed the start of my enquiries.

The Archive Material

14.3 The evidence on which the assertion that Sandy Marks was associated with Fallen
Angels and attended at the International Gay Association conference (‘IGA conference”)
in April 1980 comes from the Hall Carpenter Archive at the London School of Economics.
The archive is well kept and catalogued but some of it is not itemised or particularised.
Thus from the index one would not pick up the name Sandy Marks or Fallen Angels: it
requires more than that. Although I had the material from that archive which had been
provided to the Review by the Islington Gazette and by Charlotte Russell, at my request
Lucy Sprinz conducted an independent inspection of the archive. I asked her to carry out
that task because I wanted to be sure that there was nothing more available in those
archives which might cast further light on the first of my Terms of Reference and might
have been missed by others. | had also wanted to be sure that any search should be
conducted in a way which would identify evidence which ran contrary to, as well as
evidence which supported, the allegations made. Finally | wanted to have a sense of the
wider canvass against which the allegations about the IGA conference were being made.
In the event her inspection of the archive drew from it further relevant material which

had not been amongst that which had come to the Review from elsewhere.
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14.5

14.6

14.7

The IGA conference in April 1980 is reported in the first IGA Newsletter of 1980 and that
newsletter is in the Hall Carpenter Archive. ‘Fallen Angels’ is listed as an attending
organisation. It is also amongst the member organisations of the International Lesbian
and Gay Association, which had paid membership fees for the year 1979/80. The

address given in the address list in the IGA newsletter for Fallen Angels is .Davenant

_ Road N19 but the contact person is given as Sandy Marks at [J] Hornsey Rise London

N19.

This is one of two appearances in the IGA Newsletter which link the name Sandy Marks
to the address 41 Hornsey Rise London N19. In this first appearance the name is listed
under a ‘List of Lesbian Organisations and Contact Women' with the detail Fallen Angels
(do not write the name of the organisation and put private on the envelope) CP: Sandy
Marks 41 Hornsey Rise London N19'. The other appearance is in a list of addresses in

the newsletter and 41 Hornsey Rise appears as a c/o address for Sandy Marks.

Given the Terms of Reference of my Review and what appeared on the face of it to be a
connection between Sandy Marks, Fallen Angels and an Islington address, I wanted to
explore with her that connection. From the electoral roll in 1980, current at the time of
the conference, 1 knew that Sandy Marks was registered as living at an address in
Hillrise Road N19 (a few minutes walk away from Hornsey Rise). Sandy Marks
confirmed to me that 41 Hornsey Rise was an address at which she worked in 1980
when she was Finance Officer of Islington Community Housing. This is corroborated
elsewhere when she is reported in August that year in the press as ‘spokeswoman’ for
Islington Community Housing and the address 41 Hornsey Rise given for Islington
Community Housing. Sandy Marks toid me that there were in 1980 working at 41
Hornsey Rise about five people. She was the person who dealt with finances - she
described herself as the finance officer. Islington Community Housing was very much a
creature of its time as I understand it: houses which would otherwise lie empty and
borderline derelict would be restored to a minimally habitable standard - to my ears
barely more than a squat - and a licence to occupy a room in it given by the Council in
return for low, but not nominal, rent. Also working at 41 Hornsey Rise she told me were

some part time rent collectors.

In her conversation with me about Fallen Angels and the IGA conference in April 1980
Sandy Marks did not say that she could not remember or that she was unable to recall
any involvement or that her memory of the time was affected by her intervening ill

health including ME - all of which had featured in her conversation with the Gazette.
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14.9

What she said to me was a complete denial and that she was certain that she had had no
involvement either with Fallen Angels or with the conference. I wanted to understand
how, given her denials to me either that she was involved in Fallen Angels or that she
had attended the conference, she should be one of relatively few people working at an
address recorded in the documentation from that conference as a contact address for

Fallen Angels.

I considered carefully the point that she made to me that Sandy Marks is not a strikingly
unusual name and that Sandy is used as a diminutive both for men and women. In the
context I am examining however it is not a name which appears in isolation. It appears
in connection with the address at which she, and no other Sandy Marks, worked in 1980.
It did not seem to me that the appearance in the archive documents was explicable by
simple coincidence of a common name. I considered also her explanation that at the time
the Islington Community Housing address at 41 Hornsey Rise was used by all sorts of
people as a postal address from where they would pick up their post and that it was
perfectly possible therefore that someone attending the conference and/or involved
with Fallen Angels might have used the address in exactly that way. That might have
been a very likely explanation were the listing simply the address, or had that which had
emerged from the archives been evidence of a number of people associated with Fallen
Angels receiving post or having post directed to an address at which Sandy Marks
happened to work at the time. But this was not that. The contact provided for Fallen
Angels was Sandy Marks at her work address. The effect of addressing mail with her
name, would be the precise reverse of using the address as a general one from which to
pick up mail without it coming to anyone’s attention - because anything sent would go
direct to her. I was satisfied that the far more likely explanation on the balance of
probabilities is that Sandy Marks was the contact person listed for Fallen Angels in the

IGA conference newsletter.

The newsletter in which these appearances of the name Sandy Marks were recorded
also gave details of the workshops which had been run at the conference and included
writing up of the outline of the presentations; of the discussions and the resolutions
given and made during the conference. One of them, Workshop C, had two parts entitled
‘Human Rights’ and ‘Pedophilia’ [sic]. The newsletter reported that on the Sunday
afternoon the workshop had continued with a discussion on paedophilia and included
the following: ‘The workshop began by hearing reports about three paedophile groups
in IGA and a report from the women's discussion held earlier’ One of the groups was

Fallen Angels which was described as ‘Fallen Angels/UK: FA is a small group that seeks
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support from the gay movement, trying to persuade us to re-examine adult + child
relationships and the links between oppression of children and the oppression of gays.
There followed in the newsletter a report of the women’s workshop report. Included in
the discussion there was the PIE case - in which five members of the Paedophile
Information Exchange had been at the time charged with an offence of conspiracy to
corrupt public morals, as detailed earlier in this report. There was also a record of the
general discussion on paedophilia which, it is recorded, took the form of a dialogue
between paedophile groups and gay groups. I have read the summary of that discussion.
I have read also the submissions which had been prepared by the organisation Fallen
Angels for the conference. They were entitled ‘Pedophilia - Summary Submission to the
IGA Conference Barcelona 1980°and ‘ Corrupting Children: Children, Paedophilia and the
struggle (for) Women's and Gay Liberation’. The first of those documents concludes as
being written by ‘CS, SM, TB for Fallen Angels (Britain). The second is simply recorded
as being from the ‘Fallen Angels Collective 3/4/80. 1t is unnecessary for me to detail
their contents in this Report but I observe in passing that, as I have said elsewhere, I find
it impossible to understand how the warped and distorted thinking evidenced by the

writing had ever found a place in mainstream debate.

Tracing through whether amongst this there was other material which indicated Sandy
Marks’ involvement with Fallen Angels besides the connection by address to which I
have made reference above, | was interested to see with the conference material in the
archive some handwritten notes which were obviously made by someone who had been
in attendance at Workshop C since they matched the agenda and followed the
discussions I had seen listed. They were notes made at first on blank paper and then (it
seems when the supply of blank paper ran out) moving on to use the back of other
sheets of paper associated with the conference. They were numbered in the top right
hand corner. Amongst the notes under the handwritten heading Workshop C Sunday pm
appears the note: ‘Sandy Marks from Fallen Angels'. There were in the notes three
people identified by initials as being from Fallen Angels. Elsewhere in the notes are
references to initials SM/FA which in the context are noting the Fallen Angels part of the
discussion as distinct from other notes about pro-paedophile groups from other

European countries.

The initials SM are very common. Even with the connection detailed above between
Sandy Marks and 41 Hornsey Rise | would have been sufficiently cautious that those
initials would not be enough for me to draw the conclusion that they were a reference to

Sandy Marks without the starting note of Sandy Marks from Fallen Angels. With that
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starting note, and in the context of the other written information, however, | am satisfied
on the balance of probabilities that the notes are notes taken of Sandy Marks’
contribution with Fallen Angels to the workshop during her attendance at the

conference.

The typed submission of the Fallen Angels which bears her initials inter alia may or may
not have been her work - for the sake of argument I was content to assume it is someone
else’s but I am satisfied on the basis of the combination of the workshop agenda and the
handwritten notes of the attendee that Sandy Marks was one of those people making an

oral presentation to that workshop on behalf of Fallen Angels.

At the conclusion of the IGA conference and after the workshops, the Resolution to
demand the dropping of the charges against the five members of the PIE, the abolition of
the conspiracy laws in Briton and freedom of association for paedophiles was passed . A
series of actions to be taken in support of the PIE defendants was also decided upon. The
coordination of those actions was to be through the PIE defence campaign - the contact
address for which was given in the newsletter as ‘Fallen Angels’. This returns me to the
earlier analysis of the connections between Fallen Angels/41 Hornsey Rise/Sandy
Marks.

The material which I saw from that conference left me in no doubt that Fallen Angels,
the organisation, and those who spoke for it, of whom I am satisfied Sandy Marks was
one, expressed support for; a position which was supportive of those members of the
Paedophile Information Exchange who faced a forthcoming trial; and support for an
abolition of age of consent laws; and for what was described as the right to sexual self

determination for all, irrespective of gender and age.

The latter requires some comment because from time to time in all of the material which

I have read, the discussion in relation to age of consent ranged widely encompassing this

" (wholly unjustifiable and abusive) position that there should be no age of consent and a

different (wholly understandable and proper) position that the then pertaining differing
ages of consent for sexual relations between gay men (21) and for heterosexual
relationships (16) should be brought into parity. These different strands of the debate
became entangled. My reading of the papers is that they probably became entangled for
a number of reasons amongst which was that those in pro paedophile organisations
found it useful to become associated with the debate which was properly about seeking
equality. As so often in this Review | have paused to consider whether in looking back

from this distance I am judging too harshly when I observe that the position adopted by
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the Fallen Angels at this time was pernicious and a charter for child abuse and should
have been obviously so to any right thinking person. In this instance I am quite sure that
I am not. If | needed reassurance in that, I find it in the fact that the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality, which organisation was properly concerned to achieve parity of
age of consent, expressly required its dissent from the Resolution on Paedophilia and

age of consent laws in the minutes of the conference to be noted.

The July 1980 edition of the PIE Periodical reported gratefully and approvingly of the
outcome obtained by the Fallen Angels at the IGA conference, stating that,

‘It fell to fallen angels rather than PIE to take advantage of a heaven-sent opportunity
earlier this year and get together some much needed international support for we
oppressed Britons. The Angels a group of radical gays who more than most are aware of
the devastating potential of the conspiracy trial took wing to Barcelona for the
international gay association conference and came away having achieved a remarkable
degree of solidarity against the persecution of PIE and in favour of recognizing the
legitimacy of consentual [sic] paedophilic relations - significantly only the British

contingent from CHE felt unable to offer its support to the paedophilic movement'.

Having reached those conclusions about Sandy Marks’ involvement with Fallen Angels
and her attendance at the IGA conference in April 1980 I went on to examine further the
material from the Hall Carpenter Archive which might allow me to form a view about the
duration of that involvement. I did not find evidence of involvement in Fallen 'Angels .

prior to the 1980 conference.

Although I did not find evidence of her involvement in Fallen Angels prior to 1980, 1
knew that the Campaign against Public Morals had been formed in August 1979 at the
conference of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality Conference in Brighton. There is
no evidence that I have seen that Sandy Marks was one of those who was involved in its

formation. Nor have I seen minutes or evidence of its early meetings.

I did however see from the Archives, minutes of the third meeting of the Conspiracy
Against Public Morals from 11t September 1979. Those recorded as in attendance are
listed using first names only. One such name is ‘Sandy’. Rather in the same way that I
applied caution to how I might interpret the initials ‘SM’ in the notes from the
paedophilia workshop at the IGA conference I paused to reflect whether there is a
danger of attaching too much significance to the name ‘Sandy’ and of leaping too readily
to a conclusion all these years on that it is more likely than not Sandy Marks. In the light

of the tracing back through the evidence of her involvement and connection with Fallen
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Angels as a contact person; her presence at the April 1980 IGA conference; her
involvement in the Fallen Angels presentation at the workshop;'the resolution accepted
(CHE dissenting) at the conclusion of the workshop; the congruence between the
purpose for which the CAPM was formed and the resolution accepted at the conclusion
of the conference as a whole on the proposed motion from Fallen Angels which is then
written up in the PIE Periodical, it seems to me that it is more likely than not that she is
the ‘Sandy’ listed as one who was in attendance at the CAPM meeting on 11t September
1979.

It is important to recognise that association with the CAPM in and of itself would be

neither here nor there in assisting me with the Terms of Reference of this Review

without the other elements of Fallen Angels and the IGA conference. Amongst its aims,

discussed elsewhere in this Review are wider considerations of civil liberty and law
reform. Unsurprisingly those aims attracted sympathy from people who had no

alignment with, involvement in, or sympathy with any pro-paedophile groups.

There is a significance nevertheless for me in identifying Sandy Marks as more likely
than not to be the ‘Sandy’ who attends the third meeting of the CAPM. It is that in the
light of her involvement with the Fallen Angels and the fact that part of the focus of that
group at the conference was the five Paedophile information Exchange defendants - the
coordination of whose support Fallen Angels was to be the contact éddress, it helps me
with the question of the ‘duration’ as well as the ‘nature and extent’ of Sandy Marks’

involvement.

As 1 have observed elsewhere, the Fallen Angels are strikingly under reported in
comparison with the Paedophile Information Exchange. Also in contrast with PIE I have
been unable to identify either a date for when the organisation was formed or a date
when it was disbanded. Her involvement with CAPM in September 1979 - and through
that with the campaign on behalf of the PIE defendants, dates for me the earliest
evidence of her involvement with what are referred to in my Terms of Reference as ‘pro
paedophile groups’ as approximately six or seven months before the IGA conference. |
did not find anything to suggest that there had been any involvement at an earlier time.
My investigations included conducting a search of the local and national press during the
relevant time for mentions of Fallen Angels, Sandy Marks and any other articles that may
be of relevance to my Terms of Reference. There was nothing in either the local or
national news press that suggested Sandy Marks’ involvement with Fallen Angels or any

other pro paedophile groups prior to September 1979.
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I turned back to the Archive material to identify if possible the extent to which if at all
Sandy Marks’ involvement with any pro paedophile groups continued beyond the IGA

conference in April 1980.

In the IGA newsletter of July 1980 - that is the one which follows the report of the
international conference - under the heading ‘Paedophile Information Exchange’, there
is an entry reminding members to support the international campaign on behalf of the

five PIE members and to be sure to:
Make a petition
Hand it to British embassies and consulates

Contact as many organisations as possible that would be sympathetic on paedophilia

and children’s sexuality

Inform Sandy Marks about it (c/o 41 Hornsey Rise London N19)
This is followed up with To date Sandy has heard nothing"

From this I concluded that, at least until July 1980 her involvement continued to the
extent reflected in this entry. I did not find or hear from anyone else during my Review
any further or later involvement of Sandy Marks with Fallen Angels, the Paedophile
Information Exchange or any other pro-paedophile group. Certainly I found no
suggestion that Sandy Marks had been present at or attended the IGA summer meeting
held in August 1980 in Belgium. [ s identified at that meeting as the contact
point for Fallen Angels and by the newsletter published in September of 1980 his
address is given as the Fallen Angels contact address - ‘Fallen Angels c/o_ B
Davenant Road London N19 and with a similar proviso ‘don’t put “Fallen Angels” on the

envelope’.

There is then occasional reference to the organisation Fallen Angels in papers from the
IGA until June 1981. In the course of this Review I did not find any later or other trace of
Fallen Angels. After the July 1980 entry referred to above, I found no other reference to
Sandy Marks in connection with any pro paedophile groups. In the minutes of a National
Council for Civil Liberties meeting from May 1980, 1 found reference to Sandy Marks, as
had been reported in the Gazette, perhaps writing or having written a book with i
_ I did not find any suggestion that she had been present at
the meeting at which that was seemingly discussed by others. The fact that the
possibility of a book was mentioned in this way did not help me in reaching conclusions

on the Terms of Reference of this Review. Had I not found evidence of her association
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with _ elsewhere, 1 might have found greater
significance in the linking of her name with that of _ but

I was already satisfied that there was some connection between them since both
attended the April 1980 IGA conference as part of the Fallen Angels group. | IEGTIN
— was a vocal and unapologetic pro-paedophile voice in the 1980s. |
do not believe that anyone who had come across him in the context in which he

appeared at the conference in 1980 could not have known that. I have been unable to

trace _ In part this has been because his name is so

_ common. For that reason I have taken the view that his name should be redacted in this

14.27

report because there is, as | see it, a strong possibility that others who share so common

a hame may be wrongly thought to be him.

In the course of the Review | heard on a number of occasions from different people
speculation as to other ways in which Sandy Marks might have been involved in pro-
paedophile organisations and views. Speculation as to whether she had taken one of her
children to the IGA conference; whether she had left her children in the care of
paedophile baby sitters; a suggestion that a photograph of a child included in one of the
publications from the Campaign against Public Morals, entitled Paedophilia and Public
Morals, might be a photograph of one of her own children; speculation that she had been
involved in the running of an adult book shop in Kings Cross which might have
distributed paedophile material; a concern that amongst her friends on Facebook was an
individual called — a member of both the NCCL and the CHE who had in the
past attracted press attention for views said to be supportive of the PIE and most
notably the affiliation to the NCCL. I have taken a very careful approach to those
allegations, although I have asked Sandy Marks for her comment on them. I was acutely
conscious that I am coming to these allegations many years on. In conducting this
Review | have wanted to examine evidence which might support or run counter to
allegations made. I have had well in mind that without care it is an exercise which can
become a witch-hunt. It has seemed to me that the best guard against that is to maintain
as closely as possible a focus on what is demonstrated on available evidence and to
strive to keep suspicion in its proper place. To that end I have found it helpful where
possible to look at archive and original material and to trace that through so as to reach
conclusions as I have been able to do in this part of the Report. | have found it less
helpful to speculate and have tried to resist the temptation to do so. I have similarly

resisted reaching conclusions based on the speculation of others.
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14.28 A central plank of the story carried by the Islington Gazette which led ultimately to this

14.29

Review was the publication of a photograph said to be of Sandy Marks and taken at the
IGA conference. The story related that until very shortly before publication Sandy Marks
had accepted in interview with the paper that the photograph was of her but that on the

eve of publication she issued a denial.

Against that background I have found it helpful to analyse the available documentary
and archive material first without reference to the photograph and the interview and
only after that analysis and having reached the conclusions above to turn to the

photograph and interview.

The Photograph

14.30

14.31

14.32

The story in the Islington Gazette linking Sandy Marks to the Fallen Angels and
attendance at the International Gay Association Conference in April 1980 out of which
the commissioning of this Review arose was the work of two journalists, Emma Youle
and Ramzy Alwakeel, who is the Editor of the Islington Gazette. | interviewed those two
journalists whose published work had strongly suggested to me that they were very
likely to have information, and sources of information, which would be relevant to the
Review. At their request I interviewed them together and in the presence of their

Managing Editor, Tim Williams.

It is right to record that there had been an approach from the Gazette which was open
and helpful even before I invited its two journalists to come in for interview. Those
gathering information for Islington Council prior to my appointment had been provided
with copies of the archive material which the newspaper had referred to in publication.
Once my appointment was underway and | had identified from the publication that
there had been interviews held with Sandy Marks by the Gazette, | asked whether there
were transcripts of those interviews and, if so, for copies of them. I received promptly
and without objection copies of the transcripts. This despite the fact that the ordinary
policy of the Gazette would be, I was told and accept, to require a Court Order. The
transcripts had, unbeknown to me at that stage, already been provided to Ms Marks and

her solicitors following the contact with her.

I had been interested to understand how the information which had become the story
published about Sandy Marks had come to the Islington Gazette. I had been further
interested to understand how they had gone about authenticating - before approaching

Sandy Marks - the photograph with which the story was accompanied. I had thought,
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from reading, that the story was triggered by information brought to them by someone |
had believed from the reporting was Charlotte Russell; but apparently it was another

(unnamed) source.

One of the things which was not clear to me was the basis on which the Gazette had
reached the point where it was sufficiently confident that one of the several women
appearing in the photograph in the IGA newsletter from April 1980 - which was
uncaptioned - was Sandy Marks, to make it appropriate to ask her to comment on it and
to publish the story. From my interview with the Editor, the journalist and the Managing
Editor it was evident to me that the paper had taken a responsible approach to
authenticating its information. There was an appreciation of the seriousness of
allegations made about pro-paedophile groups and the need to substantiate such
material as was provided to them. There was also, notably, a sensitivity to the fact that
the conference to which the Fallen Angels had made submissions was a conference of
the International Gay Association, not a conference of paedophiles, and to the fact that
distributing a photograph from that conference unredacted might have the potential for
misunderstanding and consequences for the personal lives of those others who also
appeared in the photograph. I was told that the journalists from the Gazette had taken
care to consult with more than one person who identified Sandy Marks from the

photograph.

I was interested to know who (other than Sandy Marks herself once it was shown to
her) had been in a position to identify the photograph as being of Sandy Marks in 1980.
Although the story named Charlotte Russell as the Postgraduate researcher who had
found the photograph in archives, in interview the Editor confirmed that it was not she
who had first brought the information to them. It was confirmed to me in other
interviews that the newspaper already had the documents upon which they relied when

Charlotte Russell went to them. Charlotte Russell herself was clear with me about that.

I did not discover in the course of my interviews who had first approached the Gazette

with the information. Charlotte Russell told me that she did not know Sandy Marks

_personally and was not the person who identified her from the photograph. In summary

what she told me was that she had had the newsletter containing the photograph for
some time and had not had any idea who any of the people in it were. At the time of the
Fallen Angels and the April 1980 IGA conference Charlotte Russell was a child and did

not live in Islington. She was not of an age to have known her in the early 1980s.
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At the time I spoke to Ms Youle and Mr Alwakeel in interview they did not have
permission from any of those to whom they had spoken in order to authenticate the
photograph to tell me their identity. The Editor of the Gazette, protective of the
publication’s sources in a way I fully understand, declined to inform me who the original
source of the story was and declined to answer my question as to whether it was Dr Liz
Davies who had identified the photograph as being Sandy Marks. Dr Davies also declined

to answer the same question when I asked her.

Revisiting, as | was writing up this report, some of the detail of the documentation from
media sources that I had been provided with, yielded some further assistance on this
point. On 14% July 2017 in a Camden Community Radio Podcast, Dr Davies and two
people from the Islington Survivors Network were interviewed. In the course of the
interview they were asked if they had approached the Islington Gazette with the story
and Dr. Davies told the interviewer that this was the case. The relevant exchange is as

follows:

‘Interviewer: maybe we should talk a bit about the Islington Gazette and the stories that
you've, they've been running recently which you, which Liz, the Islington Survivors
Network have been involved with, I mean helping them. Did you come to them with that

story? How did that come about?

Dr. Liz Davies: yes we approached the Gazette because we want the stories to get out
there so more people will come forward and know about what we are doing and also to
call to account those who were responsible for the horrors that happened and that’s

really important!

That exchange gave me a more complete picture than I had felt able to have following

my own interviews.

Ultimately then the position I reached on this once I had spoken to the Islington Gazette,
was that | was unable to discover who had either at the outset or during the period
before the approach to Sandy Marks identified the woman in the photograph to the
Gazette as Sandy Marks. I was unable to discover the process by which Charlotte Russell
came to believe it to be a photograph of Sandy Marks some time after she had found it in
the archives at the LSE. When I spoke to Charlotte Russell about it her position was that
she had not asked anyone about the identity of anyone in the photograph and I did not
have a clear sense from her whether, and if so when, anyone had said anything to her to
lead her to think that Sandy Marks might be one of those in the photograph. I found that

curious. I was satisfied however following the interview with the Islington Gazette that
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they had done sufficient to authenticate it as likely to be her before approaching her

with it.

As it turned out however some more information came to the Review about this aspect. I
paused work on the Review at the end March 2018 until September 2018 for the reasons
recorded in Chapter 1. Over the Easter bank holiday weekend, I was sent a further e mail
by the Editor of the Islington Gazette forwarding email confirmation from the person
who compiled the IGA April 1980 newsletter that the photograph had been taken at the
conference and was of Sandy Marks and providing a further photograph taken at the
same meeting from a different angle. When I came to return to work on the Review I
made that photograph available to Ms Marks for comment along with the name of the

person from whom it had come. She did not accept it was a photograph of her.

My interest in the identification of the photograph before the visit by Ms Youle and Mr

Alwakeel to Ms Marks was only part of what I had wished to understand by interviewing
those to whom I spoke from the Islington Gazette. It is apparent from the reporting that
Sandy Marks, when shown it by the journalists on 3rd May 2017, had agreed that the
photograph was of her and only some time later had changed her position on that and

withdrawn that agreement.

As detailed earlier in this report, the visit to, and interview of, Ms Marks on 3 May 2017
had been recorded. Recorded, that is to say, both in the sense of a shorthand note being
taken and an audio/digital recording being made. There had then been two follow up
calls on 4th May 2017 with the Gazette in which Sandy Marks spoke to Mr Alwakeel and
which had been recorded in the sense of a shorthand note. The transcripts of these had
then been provided to Ms Marks and her solicitors and, later, when I asked for them,

were provided to me.

I asked those I interviewed from the Islington Gazette a number of questions about how
the 3rd May interview came to be recorded and in particular about the interplay between
the obvious shorthand note taking and, what appeared to me once I had seen it, to be a
simultaneous audio recording which was not known about by Ms Marks at the time it
was made (albeit that a transcript was provided to her afterwards). I had wanted to
understand whether the impression [ had of the audio/digital recording being carried
out covertly was correct; if so, how and why that came about; and how that did or did
not comply with the expectations of the Independent Press Standards Organisation

(‘IPSO’). My questions were probing - to the extent that it was suggested to me at one
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point that it felt like cross-examination - because the situation was not obvious to me

from the transcript.

I was sure (from reading) tflat Ms Marks knew that a shorthand note was being kept.
What did seem to be the case however, was that there came a time when the taking of a
shorthand note stopped (and that was recorded in the transcript) and what followed
was described as ‘off the record’. In response to my (again probing) questions the Editor
and Managing Editor of the Islington Gazette were clear that the covert recording - as it
appeared to me to be - was not a breach of IPSO and/or was in the public interest. It was
not part of my function to investigate the probity of the conduct of interviews or to
establish whether for example they had been conducted in a way which complied with
the expectations of IPSO. Any complaint as to that would in any event have to be made
by Ms Marks herself. The reason I wished to discuss with the Islington Gazette the issues
in relation to the recording was because in the light of Sandy Marks’ immediate
acceptance, when first shown the photograph, that it was her, I wanted to consider
whether she had had words put in her mouth; had been confused as to what was being
suggested; or had in some way been duped into agreement. The telephone calls on 4th
May were not digitally recorded. I don’t know whether Ms Marks was told that a note
was being taken of them but it was an entirely reasonable expectation, after her

interview on 3rd May, that notes would also be taken of those calls.

I asked those I interviewed from the Islington Gazette whether there would be any
objection to my listening to the recording of the interview on 3rd May of which I had read
a transcript. There were places where in transcription [ was not completely sure that I
was seeing a clear run of question and answer; there were some instances where it
seemed there was an element of talking over each other; but most importantly for me,
by the time I spoke to those from the Islington Gazette I had already talked to Ms Marks
who had spoken of it being a rushed meeting at which she did no more than glance at the
photograph. I wanted to have a better sense of what had taken place than simply reading
a transcript could give me. In keeping with the cooperation I received from the
newspaper throughout I was sent a digital file very shortly after I made the request.
Listening to it was very helpful. I did not hear anything which disturbed me or seemed to
me to be unfair in the way the journalists asked questions. Most notably, that part of the
transcript where the photograph was given to Sandy Marks had not the character of a

hurried glance but rather of a distinct pause in the dialogue.
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